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EN GOAL! Oscar Crino rejoices after putting the Socceroos 2-1 
ahead against New Zealand with a sweet volley. The move involving 
Graham Jennings, Paul Wade and finished by Crino knocked the stuffing 
out of the Kiwis in the Olympic qualifier — at the new Sydney Football 


Stadium. Photo — Frank Saya. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


PRESTON Makedonia recruit Saso Petkov- 
ski, prematurely lauded in the Melbourne 
press as ‘recruit of the year’, came close to 
being sacked by the club after just a single 


game. 


Petkovski, from 
Yugoslavian club Vardar 
Skopje, has played just a 
single league game 
against Adelaide City in 
round 4, 

A source close to Pre- 
ston Makedonia told 


ASW that Petkovski’s 
attitude has been in ques- 
tion after a poor first-up 
showing and a_ subse- 
quent relegation to the 
youth team. 

Club president Chris 
Jankulovski denied his 


club had __ considered 
‘sacking’ Petkovski, but a 
prominent Makedonia 
supporter has revealed 
that the new man had 
“not impressed anyone” 
with his attitude or effort. 


“He’s got a learn that 
Soccer here isn’t just a 
breeze,” said the 
supporter. 

“He’s got to under- 
stand he can’t just walk in 
and be a star just because 
of mis-informed news- 
paper reports.”’ 


DAVID MITCHELL, 
Australia’s big, bust- 
ling striker, arrives in 


| Sydney this morn- 


ing from Holland to 
link up with Frank 
Arok’s Winfield Soc- 
ceroos, who head 
out for New Zealand 


| tomorrow night at 


8pm. 

BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
And what a wonderful 

bonus for Arok, Mitch- 

ell’s arrival from the 

Dutch club Feyenoord is. 
When questioned as to 

where he was going to 


slot his newly-arrived 
marksman into his win- 


Makedonia coach 
Ernie Merrick, cheered 
by his side’s first goal of 
the season last weekend, 
admitted Petkovski 
hadn’t impressed in early 
training runs. 

“Probably he’s very, 
very unfit,” Merrick told 
ASW. 

“He’s had trouble just 
getting through training 
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ning combination, the 
Socceroo coach replied: 
“Tt is a problem, as we are 
still undefeated. But I 
can do with such a 


wonderful problem. 
“Just let me tell you 


that Mitch is a great strik- 
er on his own and good 
enough to threaten all 
our three opponents over 
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FARINA SIGNS A 


TWO-YEAR DEAL 


Farina story on Page 3 > 
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ASW's distribution 
network in Victoria 
has been greatly en- 
hanced following 
the transfer to 
Southdown Press 
from New Country 


Pty Ltd. 

Reports and comment 
from Australia’s top 
stable of Soccer journal- 
ists range from the Win- 
field Socceroos to the 
West End _ National 
League — to State 
Leagues in NSW, Victor- 
ia, Queensland, South 
Australia and Westen 
Australia. 

As well ASW has an un- 
assailable lead in its 
newsy items on Austra- 
lian Indoor Soccer, 
Women, Amateurs, 
Juniors and Schools, plus 
feature articles on over- 
seas aspects of the game. 

On top of that is a wide- 
ranging pictorial cover. 

At the newsagents at 
$1.60, no-one can match 
ASW’s Soccer news 
spread. 


Get your 


AUSTRALIAN 
SOCCER WEEKLY 
at your newsagent 
each WEDNESDAY 


if TE Me 


SYDNEY 


Olympic 
picked up a nugget 
of gold when they 
secured Kiwi central 


defender Robert 
Ironside for the cur- 
rent National Soccer 
League season. 

Ironside, the most 
promising young player 
produced by New Zea- 
land Soccer for some 
time, has already, at 20 
years of age, laid the 
foundation for an out- 
standing career. 

A North City. (Auck- 
land) representative at all 
levels between under 10 
and under 16, he first 
gave indication of having 
far above average ability 
when  captaining _ the 
Westlake Boys’ High 
School team that won the 
1985 National Schools 
Championship and 
claiming the top scorer 
and player of the tourna- 
ment trophies for 
himself. 

At the start of the 
following season, Iron- 
side made his National 
League debut for North 
Shore United. He com- 
pleted the campaign as an 
ever-present in the Un- 
ited team, the holder of a 
Chatham Cup winners’ 
medal. and a New Zea- 
land youth international. 

Ironside crowned that 
first memorable season 
in senior Soccer by scor- 
ing twice as New Zealand 
beat Australia 5-2 in a 
youth international at 
Auckland in October. 

That emphatic victory 
gave the young Kiwis 
tremendous — encourag 
ment as they looked to- 


AUSTRALIAN 


wards the World Youth 


Championship Qual- 
ifying Tournament 
featuring Australia, 
Israel,  Chinese-Taipei, 
Fiji and themselves, four 
months later, also in 
Auckland. 


But Australia’s Paul 
Trimboli and co. totally 
dominated the event and 
the hosts experienced a 
thoroughly miserable ten 
days. 

Ironside was but one 
amongst several in the 


team whose reputation 
suffered. 
The Aucklander 


shrugged off the first 
major setback he had en- 
countered with com- 
mendable determination 
and set about consolidat- 
ing his status as one of the 
brightest prospects on 
the National League 
scene. 


North Shore were now 
under the wing of Kevin 
Fallon who, of course, 
also coached the New 
Zealand national selec- 
tion. 

Fallon made no secret 
of his admiration for 
Ironside, yet it came as a 
major surprise when he 


ISRA 


AUSTRALIA has 
done more than its 
share of travelling to 


compete in_ inter- 
national tourna- 
ments, but Israel is 
now the _ country 
being given the 
wrong end of the 
pineapple. 
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named the teenager in his 
All Whites squad to pre- 
pare for the Winfield 
Trans-Tasman Cup clash 
with the Socceroos in 
Melbourne on Septem- 
ber 2nd of last year. 

It was an even bigger 
surprise when his name 
appeared in the starting 
line-up. 

It is history now that 
Ironside played with the 
assuredness of an in- 
ternational veteran and, 
during one of his regular 
ventures upfield, scored 
a late equaliser. 

Three goals against 
Western Samoa gave him 
a highly impressive goals 
per game ratio for New 
Zealand, but it was un- 
doubtedly his immediate 
‘coming of age’ at Olym- 
pic Park and consistantly 
good form for North 
Shore United which per- 
suaded members of the 
New Zealand Soccer 
Media Association to 
give Ironside a “landslide 
majority” in their Young 
Player of the Year poll. 

For a second succes- 
sive season, he played in 
the maximum number of 
league games and com- 
pleted his stint at North 


The Israelis have been 
drawn in the South 
American Group A for 


the World Youth 
Championship. 

On May 2 they kick off 
in a_ series involving 


Argentina, Chile, Para- 
guay, Peru and Vene- 
zuela, with three teams 
to qualify for the finals in 
Saudi Arabia in January. 

Australia for its part 
has to win the Oceania 
section in Fiji in August 
and if successful plays off 
against the third country 
in Asia for a finals posi- 
tion. 

Saudi Arabia will stage 
the finals in Riyadh, Jed- 
dah, Taif and Dammam, 
under conditions which 
are nothing short of 
magnificent. 


“OLYMPIC 
QUALIFICATION 


NINE countries have 
already qualified for 
the Olympic Games 
Football finals, to be 
played in Seoul from 
September 17/Octo- 
ber 2. 

They are Argentina, 
Brazil, the Peoples Re- 
public of China, Iraq, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Tunisia 
and Zambia as well as the 
Kore Republic as host. 

ie 


leted by May 31. 


Melbourne 
advertising _ representa- 
tive is now George Katsa- 
kis, the well-known 
Heidelberg defender. 

He is well versed in 
attending to customer re- 
quirements. 

Contact him for 
prompt service at our 
Melbourne office, 72 
Smith St, Collingwood 
3006. Tel (03) 416 1255. 
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Robert Ironside — Olympic’s “Gold” 


By PAUL MOON 


ROBERT IRONSIDE 


Shore with 48 appear- 
ances and 5 goals. 

Strong and command- 
ing enough to be every- 
one’s concept of the 
classical central defen- 
der, yet with sufficient 
skill to play in midfield 
efficiently when required 
and the ability to put 
away any goalscoring 
opportunity that falls his 
way coolly and clinically, 
Ironside certainly has a 
great deal going for him. 


He appears set to re- 
main a prominent figure 
in Australasian Soccer 
for some years to come. 

It wasn’t by accident 
that Sydney Olympic’s 
Eddie Thomson, as good 
a judge of a footballer as 
can be found in Austra- 
lia, tracked him down 
and secured his services. 


~ THE TRAVEL BUG’S | 
TEAM SELECTION - 


FRANK Arok has no 
need to worry about 


back-up players for 
his Socceroos. 

That’s the mes- 
sage that came 
through from last 
Wednesday’s 32 


win over Chinese 
Taipei at Adelaide's 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Forget the scoreline. If 
all the shots — from John 
Kosmina, Tommy 
McCulloch, Alan David- 
son, Oscar Crino, Jim 
Patikas and Scott 
Ollerenshaw — had gone 
in it would have been a 
rout. 

As it was the Chinese 
made the Aussies, show- 
ing seven changes from 
the 2-0 win over Israel, 
fight all the way, and 
come back twice. 

The first was when 
Taipei scored in the 
eigthteenth minute. 

New boy Alex Tobin 
got the equaliser in the 


twenty-first. 
The Socceroos con- 
tinued to charge and 


were rewarded with a 
goal after 62 minutes 
when Tobin had a hand in 
Oscar Crino’s goal. 


HAVE a look at a line-up which starts with 
Sydney Croatia’s Anthony Franken and 
runs through to Marconi’s David Lowe and 
Sydney Olympic skipper Marshall Soper. 

It runs something like this: Anthony Franken, 
Ralph Maier, Jason Dunn, Darren Stewart, John 
Cavanah, Mark Jones, David Lowe, Bobby 


Naumov, Sean Ingham, 


Soper. 


Alan Reis and Marshall 


Eleven men bold and true, you say, but no re- 
serves and not lacking in intestinal fortitude. 

How can they comprise a team when they are 
drawn from a selection of NSW clubs — Sydney 
Croatia, Apia, Marconi, and Blacktown City. 

Well, they can’t really — in one sense the whole 
thing is an illusion — a figment of the imagination. 

And yet there is still an element of truth in it. 

Take Franken, Dunn and Reis. They team up to 


share a car on the trip up to Sydney for home 


matches from their Canberra homes. 
Says Alan Reis: “It tots up to 35,000 kms a year. I 


reckon Jason and I and the rest of the Blacktown . 


players are lads with NSL ability. 

“We aren’t travelling those sorts of distances just 
to come second in the State League. 

“Staying with Canberra was automatic if they’d 
have come up with just a reasonable offer. 

“Now we’re dedicated to lifting Blacktown into 
the NSL and I believe we can do it.” 

Blacktown City manager has booked units at the 
Valentine Park motel at Parklea so that Reis and 
Dunn recover from the trip up from Canberra and 
are in the right fame of their NSW State League 


matches. 


Then there’s the Newcastle bunch. 

Sharing the cars and the driving are Croatia’s 
Mark Jones and Sean Ingham, Marconi’s David 
Lowe and Blacktown’s skipper Ralph Maier, John 
Cavanah and Bobby Naumov. 

So far as the Demons’ players are concerned — no 


motels for you, boys. 


Newcastle is just up the expressway these days. A 
hop and a skip past the year old Mooney Mooney 


bridge. 


But, eat your hearts out, Newcastle and Can- 
berra, for having to forego the services of such 


Soccer practitioners. 


Both cities should be NSL members. 
Canberra only missed out by the skin of their 
teeth last season. OR was it by the skin of Augusto 


Palacios’ teeth? 


Newcastle, under the shadow of the rugby league 
knights, need the spark which Newcastle Austral is 


aiming to provide. 


Andy Stankovic and Youth international Howard 
Tredinnick are two players in their ranks who have 
seen the Sydney scene and returned. 

Meanwhile, it’s time to hit the road. 


— KEITH GILMOUR 


By TOM McKAIN 


But then disaster 
struck when the Chinese 
Taipei side rebounded 
and levelled the score 
with only four minutes 
remaining through a 
miracle header by Chien. 


7 


FRANK AROK 


Then Jimmy Patikas, 
who had ran the Chinese 
ragged all night, got the 
ball home for the clincher 
in the eighty-seventh mi- 
nute. All the players 
brought into the side — 


Tobin, Alan Hunter, 
Andy Koczka,_ Mike 
Gibson, Patikas, 
Ollerenshaw, and 
McCulloch —_ proved 


they can walk into the 
side any time any of the 
regular are injured. 

And it was no reflec- 


ANTHONY FRANKEN in training. 


MITRE 
OVERSEAS 


SPORTS 
INDENTS PTY LIMITED 


tion on their play th 
Mike Pertersen ar 
Ollerenshaw were 1 
placed during the secor 
half by Paul Wade an 
Frank Farina. 

Petersen was in fai 
suffering from ai fi 
injury. 

The only regret Aro 
had was not scoring mor 
goals to boost the Roo: 
goal difference in case 
will count in the fin 
showdown in Ne\ 
Zealand. 


Patikas was fielded u 
front but will probably b 
slotted into the midfiel 
for the NZ section of th 
round robin series. 


And it seems like 
that David Mitchell wi 
replace Arnold in NZ fc 
the games against th 
most country and Israel. 

Mitchell, now wit 
Feyenoord in Hollanc 
will join the Socceroos i 
Auckland. 


WINFIELD SOCCEROO! 
Gibson, Davidson, _ Hunte 
Tobin, Koczka, Crino, Peterse! 
(Wade 46th), McCulloch, Kosm 
na, Patikas, Ollerenshaw, Far 


na (86th). 
AUSTRALIA 3 (A.Tobli 
O.Crino, J.Patikas) CHINES 


TAIPEI 2 (Chau Hin Wu, | S 
Chien) ISRAEL 2 (E.Coher 
M.lwanir) NEW ZEALAND 0 ¢ 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 
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For those who 
take their Sport” 
seriously. .. 


What game did Fallon see? 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


NEW Zealand coach Kevin Fallon unbeliev- 
ably told the press after Sunday’s 3-1 loss to 
Australia in the Olympic Games elimination 
round at Sydney Football Stadium that 
“the game was on ice at 1-1 today.” 

Even were that the case, the ice cap was 
certainly broken when Graham Jennings’ 
arrival heralded a brilliant Oscar Crino 60th 


minute goal. 


He followed up with a 
statement that Robert 
Ironside had contained 
Crino up until that stage, 
a comment that was diffi- 
cult to follow. 

Sure, young Ironside is 
a real talent, but it was 
there for all to see that 
Crino covered the entire 
park almost unhindered 
to be not only Australia’s 
number one but also the 
man of the match. 

Only when the unhap- 
py Fallon got down to tin- 
tacks over the return 
series in New Zealand 
could he have been any- 
where near the ball. 

“Tl make the Aussies 
crawl over broken glass 
before they go to Seoul. 

“We will have Mal- 
colm Dunford and Grant 
Turner back. We'll have 
height at the back and the 
Aussies will get a hell of a 
fright,” he said. 

Fallon vowed the 
Kiwi’s would collect six 
points in New Zealand, 
and then stated that he 
would give Israel the 
fight of their life also. 

“It’s no easy matter to 
go ahead without Rufer 
and Hagan, but we will 
get six points no matter 
who goes to Seoul,” he 
added. 


Fallon accused Aus- 
tralia’s Frank Arok of 
continuing to play five at 
the back. Afterwards 
Arok said he was unhap- 
py over using Paul Wade 
in a defensive role, and 
didn’t intend to do it 
again in the series. 

Arok kept his cool 
under Fallon’s 
onslaughts, having ear- 
lier won his battle over 
the length of the pitch for 
the game, a point which 
favoured Australia. 


Arok was quite frank 
about matters, stating 
that he was never happy 
over playing in New Zea- 
land, where Australia al- 
ways has to fight all the 
way. 

“Today’s wasn’t a 
classic game but a magic 
spell of five or six minutes 
made all the difference. 

“We are scoring two 
or three goals in every 
game and Crino’s and 
Farina’s finishing was 
tremendous. 

“I'm not happy that 
New Zealand forced us to 
play on their terms for 40 
minutes with their young 
side,” he added. 

Israel's coach 
Mikenko Michic said that 
Roni Rosental will be 
back from Europe for the 
games in New Zealand, 
and that he would not be 
losing any players from 
the present squad. 

So it all points to a 
tremendous series in 
New Zealand, starting on 
Sunday in Christchurch 
with the Australia-Israel 
game. 


Arok allows that Israel 
is the better team, qual- 
ifying his statement with 
the point that Australia 
can work to another 
victory. 


From the start in the 


magnificent Sydney 

Football Stadium New 

Zealand did well. 
Hard-working Gra- 


ham Arnold was on the 
job with one of his long 
Tange shots - something 
he kept up throughout 
the game. 

New Zealand’s plan 
was to play 4-4-2, to have 
goalkeeper Cling Gos- 
ling driving almost every 
ball up the middle, and to 


concede a throw or a cor- 
ner rather than to risk 
giving anything away in 
defence. 

Even then midfielder 
Declan Edge was often a 
defender. 

Paul Nixon rode 
through a block by Crino, 
but drove high in the 
22nd minute. 

Jim Patikas, not yet 
match fit but doing his 
best, knocked home the 
Socceroos’ first goal in 
the 39th minute after Cri- 
no, John Kosmina and 
Amold had all partici- 


pated. 
Kosmina unleashed a 
magnificent drive four 


minutes into the second 
half, but Gosling pushed 
it over. 

Then Mike McGarry 
equalised for the Kiwi’s 
with a shot that angled 
across Jeff Olver. 

But then came Crino’s 
magnificent volley for 2-1 
in the 60th minute, and 
four minutes later Frank 
Farina blazed ahead to 
get a deflection off Ricki 
Herbert and and another 
player to put the Aussies 
3-1 ahead. 

Later Edge drove 
over, Herbert failed to 
connect cleanly with a 
header, and five minutes 
from the end Ironside 
headed over. 

Referee Arci gave 
Richard Mulligan a yel- 
low card — the only one 
of the game. 

Allover, Australia was 
the more aggessive and 
had a definite edge in ex- 
perience. 

Graham Jennings 
played a part game and is 
on the way back. His arri- 
val at 1-1 was an Arok 
masterstroke. 

Alan Dayidson is ex- 
pected back for the New 
Zealand leg as well and 
Mike Petersen is training 
again. 

WINFIELD SOCCEROOS: 
Olver, Savor, Yankos, McDo- 


wall, Tobin (Jennings 56), Wade, 
Patikas (Ollerenshaw 72), Crino, 
Farina. 


Cole, Herbert, 
McGarry, Edge (Bark- 
ley 81), Nixon (Walker 72), Iro- 
nside, Halford. 

REFEREE; H. Silva Arce 
(Chile). Crowd; 10,498. 


sessions and he won’t be 
considered for the first 
team until he proves he’s 
Teady.” 

Makedonia came 
under furthersfire at the 
weekend when;Cr Alan 
Hogan, a leader of the 
lobby to get the club off 
its Connor Reserve home 
ground, accused the club 
of “blatant recism”. 

Cr Hogan was refering 
to the club’s constitution 
which allegedly restricts 
membership to “Only 
people who are Macedo- 
nian born or are of 
Macedonian descent.” 

Cr Hogan has‘called on 
the Preston Council to 
withdraw the club’s lease 
of the ground. 

Makedonia _ president 
Jankulovski denied that 
membership _ conditions 
were racist and said that 

_ only about 80 percent of 
its members were 
Macedonian. 


From front page 


there in New Zealand. 

“Playing on the Euro- 
pean circuit has de- 
veloped a special tough- 
ness in him which Austra- 
lia will draw from. 

“Being in the Dutch 
League has developed 


Mitch into a ‘total’ 
player. 
“Dutch teams have 


been the most successful 
in playing ‘total football’ 
over the last 15 or so 
years. 

“Yes, I’m very happy 
to have David back.” 

Arok’s arsenal now 
looks even more lethal 
with his weaponry of 
attackers reading Jimmy 
Patikas, John Kosmina, 
Graham Amold, David 
Mitchell, Frank Farina 
and Scott Ollerenshaw. 

But make no mistake, 
Mitchell’s enormous 
European experience 
couldn’t have arrived at a 
better time to inject 
further pace, aerial pow- 


er and indeed extra sting 
into Australia’s forward 
line. 

New Zealand’s coach, 


Kevin Fallon, has 
already threatened Aus- 
tralia for the return 
match by stating his 


tough centre-back, Mal- 
colm Dunford, will be 
back to blunt the Soc- 
ceroos. 

The way I see it, Mitch- 
ell’s return more than 
cancels out the Dunford 
threat. 

An unworried Arok 
said: “Don’t worry about 
Fallon. As well as having 
Mitchell back to balance 
the books, we will have 
first class referees to en- 
sure that the Kiwis are 
going to be good boys 
when we clash in Wel- 
lington next 
Wednesday”. 

With Mitchell’s  re- 
turn, should Kosmina or 
Arnold need to be rested, 
Arok has a magnificent 
back-up choice for Aus- 
tralia to lean on. 

The strong, gangling 
goalscorer is just what 
the doctor ordered when 
Australia meet Israel, 
New Zealand and 
Chinese-Taipei on the 
heavy Kiwi tracks. 


_Israel’s 
Superiority 


URI MALMILIAN, the 
31 year old mid- 
fielder, guided Israel 
to an overwhelming 
5-1 win over Chinese 
Taipei at Sydney 
Football Stadium on 
Sunday in the Olym- 
pic Games qualifier. 

Chinese Taipei rarely 
ever matched the Israelis 
tactically, and certainly 
they lacked the strength 
and height to cause trou- 
ble in attack. 

The scoring was kept 
down only because 
Israel’s most effective 
attacks were along the 


carpet. 

The brilliant Daniel 
Brialovsky scored twice 
— the 79th minute effort 
being from a screaming 
drive following an Eli 
Drieks pass. 

Seven minutes pre- 
viously Malmilian’s 20 
metre drive brought the 
goal of the match after 
Avi Ovadia and Brialovs- 
ky had combined to set it 
up. 

Sing-An scored 
Taipei’s only goal in the 
62nd minute. He was 
allowed a free shot from 
the right and his mod- 
erately paced ball clipped 
the far post and went in. 

Taipei vehemently dis- 
puted a 7th minute 
“goal” that was disal- 
lowed by Northern Ire- 
Jand __ referee Alan 
Snoddy. 

It was their only credi- 
ble chance apart from a 
curler trom I-Shu in the 
37th minute. 

Brialovsky tapped in 
his first goal in the sixth 
minute, and just seven 
minutes later Malmilian 
volleyed in from the left. 

Avi Cohen had his side 
three up by the 28th mi- 
nute and that was the 
halftime count. 

With Taipei’s one 
second half goal to two 
from Israel the scoreline 
finished at 5-1. 


CHINESE TAIPEI: Kuo-Feng, 
Jung-Tsung, Jyh-Min, Chin- 
Sheng, Chau-Sin, Kud-Ming, 
Yung-l, 1 Shlo, Sing-An, Yle- 
Cheng, Chin-Chung. 

REFEREE: A Snoddy. 


A SYDNEY-MEL- 
BOURNE Beach 
Fashions Cup _ final 


assured following the 
announcement of the 
semi-final draw. 

On Wednesday April 6 
the semi-final are: 
© Apia-Leichhardt v Syd- 
ney Croatia, Marconi 
Stadium 7.30pm 


© Brunswick Juventus v 
South Melbourne Hellas, 
Olympic Park 7.30pm. 

The draw was made at 
the NSL office. 


RESULTS 
AUSTRALIA 3; (J Pati- 
kas, O Crino, F Farina). 
NEW ZEALAND 1; (M 
McGarry) at Sydney Foot- 
ball Stadium. Crowd; 
10,498. 

ISRAEL 5; (D Brialovsky 
2, U Malmilian 2, A 
Cohen. 

CHINESE TAIPEI 1; 


(Sing-An). 


WA INDOOR 


Cougars 


at the 
Superdrome 


e 
oe 


Hopes of a bright 
new year for the WA 


indoor five-a-side 
team, the Perth 
Cougars, were 
guaranteed with a 
new committed 
Sponsor. 


The Cougars have a 
number of sponsors. But 
the major backer with 50 
per cent of the team is 
Atkos Industries. 

The owner of Afkos 
Industries, Paul Afkos, 
has been heavily in- 
volved in Soccer for 
many years. 

He has been president 
of the Federation state 
league side Kingsway 
Olympic and chairman of 
the State League of man- 
agement, as well as on the 
WA Federation execu- 
tive. 

There is also a big push 
for the development of 
the five-a-side concept 
into country areas, which 
will further interest spon- 
sors like Afkos Indus- 
tries. 

In addition the 
Cougars will play at the 
high profile Superdrome 
in 1988, and there is talk 
of televising _ Cougars 
maches from Perth for 
national consumption. 


FARINA SIGNS 


MARCONI'S spectacular 


23-year-old _in- 


ternational winger Frank Farina has signed a 
new two-year contract with his club. 


Marconi coach BERTI MARIANI puts his seal of 


prock 


approval on the Farina contract. 


Whilst in camp with 
the Australian  Soccer- 
oos, Marconi’s manager- 
coach, Berti Mariani 
secured Farina’s signa- 
ture on the new contract. 

The new contract 
simultaneously _ ensures 
Farina’s availability for 
the Socceroos for the 
Gold Cup in June and the 
Olympic Games finals in 
Seoul in September. 

Farina has been sought 
after by Yugoslav club 


Dinamo Zagreb and 
Dutch side Roda. 
Mariani told ASW: 


“Frank has been riding 
an emotional roller coas- 
ter with all these offers 
from overseas clubs. 
“This new contractual 
commitment comes as a 
big relief to Marconi and 
probably to Frank as 
well, because his position 
is stabilised for the year.” 
The young flank-strik- 
er, (voted last year as 


“Players’ Player of The 
Year”) has matured into a 
vital cog of the National 
team. 

Last Sunday against 
Israel, Farina scored the 
best and easily the 
cleverest goal of his 
career to seal Australia’s 
2-0 victory. 

With time running out, 
Farina was to the left of 
the target when he 
chested down a ball from 
Paul Wade. 

Dropping a hip to the 
right, Farina sent the 
Israeli goalkeeper diving 
to his left to cover. 

Farina’ showing im- 
maculate composure and 
elegant balance, __te- 
frained from blasting at 
the target, electing to 
stab the ball with his left 
boot to squeeze it be- 
tween the near post and 
the fully stretched body 
of Ben Ginzburg. 

— JOHN ECONOMOS 


MARCONI vs PRESTON 


FRANK FARINA 


bi 


DAVID LOWE 


at the 
MARCONI 
STADIUM 


kick-off 
8pm 
YOUTH LEAGUE 
6pm 


THIS 
SATURDAY 
NIGHT 


= 2 
BERTI MARIANI 


PRESTON 


ROBBIE WHEATLEY 


Marconi is sponsored by 


Gyprock 
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Support Marconi 
see these top 
teams in action 
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CEN 
M-KENORY'S 
COLUMN 


SKILL, like _ intelli- 
gence, is not neces- 
sarily governed by 
age. 

Although there is a 
limit to both in every indi- 
vidual skill is more a re- 
ward for hard work than a 
gift from above. 

The final judgement of 
almost everything in Soc- 
cer, that is results, skill, 
strength and even be- 
haviour, is through the 
team. 

Individual players 
stick in the memory but 
one good player cannot 
make a team without ten 
other players to support 
him 


In Soccer the single 
most important skill is 
passing the ball as no- 
thing destroys a team 
more quickly than in- 
accurate or unnecessary 
negative passing. 

Many times we've 
heard ‘if a player cannot 
pass the ball he cannot 
play’ — but how many 
can? 


6 A player who 
cannot pass the ball 


cannot play ... § 


In this country Oscar 
Crino is hailed as the ‘Au- 
ssie Maradona” but how 
many realise that Oscar’s 
main talent is his selec- 
tive use of the ball and 
how, in turn, he supports 
the attack. 

Meaning he doesn’t 
necessrily try to be cley- 
er, he is either good or 
safe when in possession 
and this skill was not God 
given — it was taught. 

Accurate passing is the 
hallmark of every good 
player and every success- 
ful teams needs them. 

Soccer consists of play- 
ers who look good and 
aren’t and players who 
make other players look 
good and are good them- 
selves purely through 
their passing skills. 


The 200 Club 


By GREG BLAKE 


THE NSL, Australia’s premier round-ball 
competition, is a dozen years old this season 
and we still haven’t learned some basic 
lessons. 

The league still lacks stability and traditions and we 
still haven’t refined the art of rewarding the people 
who are, after all, the game — the players. 

Let me pose a question. 

When was the last time you went to a NSL fixture 
and saw some of our all-time greats mingling with the 
crowds and enjoying a day at the game? 

T'll be blowed if I see that happen more than once or 
twice a year and the reason for that is simple. 

Once you're out of the game in Australia that’s it 
mate, you're finished. 

Thank’s very much, see you later. 

Overseas, and even in domestic competitions like 
aussie rules and rugby league, they laud their ex- 
champions and the former stars are revered by the 
fans. 

Ex-NSL stars are a spent force, a used commodity 
and are treated as such. 

I’m not talking about your one-season wonders or 
the has-beens who’ve come from Europe to rake a few 
more dollars out of the game before retirement. 


6 Once you're out of the game in 
Australia that’s it mate, you’re finished ... 
Thanks very much, see you later » 


I mean the guys who've battled away in NSL ranks_ 


for a decide or more — the 200 plus gamers. 

By my calculations some 37 players are now in the 
200 games or more bracket and each and every one of 
them should be recognised for that sort of service. 

The NSL must look at the immediate instigation of 
an NSL ‘200 Club’. 

We had the almost pathetic situation a week or two 
back where South Melbourne’s Steve Blair “was look- 
ing forward” to playing his 200th NSL game with that 
club. 

As it transpired Blair's 200th had come and gone 
without the NSL or his club even realising or recognis- 
ing the occasion. 

This wouldn’t have happened in the Victorian Foot- 
ball League for example where that league has run 
both a ‘200 Club’ and ‘300 Club’ for three decades. 

VFL executive commissioner Alan Schwab says the 


Member of the ‘200 Club’ John Yzendoorn in 
one of his final matches for Brunswick 


[Pororeo FOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Ring us for service. . . 


1 Wellington Street Rozelle 2039. 818 2777. 
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league has no qualms about looking after the playing 
greats at what amounts to a minimal cost to the league. 

“After all, these are the people who've given our 
game so much,” Schwab told me last week. 

“It applies to all players who reach 200 games at 
senior level in normal or pre-season matches.” 

“When they reach that milestone they receive a 
medallion which admits them to all football matches 
for life and they become a member of the Melbourne 
Cricket Cfub and VFL Park at Waverly.” 


“They are admitted to all finals games, they also 


Teceive a certificate and each year we arrange a reun- | 


ion for all the 200 Club members.” 

Schwab also said the VFL grants life membership of 
that organisation to any player, coach or field umpire 
involved in 300 senior games. 


Australia’s most high-profile ex-Socceroo John 
Warren has often highlighted the need for recognition 
to ex-players in this country. 

“T think the idea of a 200 Club is great and it should 
automatically be instituted by the NSL,” he said. 

“This is what we've failed to do in 108 years of Soc- 
cer in this country and why we have no traditions.” 

“Old players are just left out in the cold.”” 


Warren did qualify his judgement by saying he be- 
lieved ex-players should make an attempt to contri- 
bute more to the game in Australia. 


But step one might just be to entice the former stars 
out of hiding by according them just this type of recog- 
nition. 

The current list of NSL 200 games is: 

Joe Watson, John O’Shea, Gary Cole, Zoran Ilios- 
ki, Tony Henderson, Bugsy Nyskohous, Jim Camp- 
bell, Graham Honeyman, Alan Niven, Jim Cant, 
Mark Jankovics, Murray Barnes, Larry Gaffney, John 
Kosmina, Steve O'Connor, Sergio Melta, Zvradko 
Lujic, Peter Raskopoulos, Theo Selemidis, Bobby 
Russell, Frank Pimblett, Craig Mason, David Ratclif- 
fe, Peter Tredinnick, Graham Heys, Ian McGregor, 
Vic Bozanic, Gary Byrne, Robert O’Shea, Joe Senk- 
alski, Steve Blair, John Yzendoorn, Peter Laumets, 


Gary Meier, Don McLaren, Arno Bertogna and Peter 
Katholos. 


Week in Review 


JIM Patikas prepares to play for Australia despite the threat of a 
three-year ban by his Greek club AEK of Athens, in the end he was 
suspended for four months ... Apia Leichhardt’s championship- 
winning coach Rale Rasic hits out at the early start to the 1988 
NSL season: ‘Crazy’, he complained. ‘‘The people who are 
Promoting summer Soccer obviously haven't played it them- 
selves,” ... Graham Jennings fights off the mystery viral com- 
plaints that threatened to keep him out of the Olympic qualifiers to 
take his place instead of Robbie Hooker ... Wollongong coach 
John Fleming says that the wheels have not fallen off his Wolves 
outfit despite the 4-0 hammering from Marconi. “We can bounce 
back,” he said. “But it is going to take a lot more hard work” .. . 
British superstars Glenn Hoddle, Norman Whiteside and Mark 
Hughes sign up as guest players with Wollongong in the biggest 
deal of its kind in Australian Soccer history. 


Novel Idea! 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


IN keeping with the upsurge of interest in 
Australian Soccer in this our Bicentennial 
year, quite a few ideas have been bandied 
about with the success of the code upper- 
most in everyone’s minds. 

One of-these ‘novelties’ brought up recently is a 
possible match race between Soccer's fleetest of foot, 
to determine just who is the fastest man in our round 
ball game. 

Just as interesting was the notion for a clash between 
our home-based Socceroos and the overseas Aussies. 
Such an event would indeed create much interest and 
our 200th birthday celebrations are as good an excuse 
as any for some budding entrepreneur to pull it off. 

Take these names for instance — Craig Johnston 
(Liverpool), Eddie Krncevic (Anderlecht), David 
Mitchell (Feyenoord), Jimmy Patikas (AEK Athens), 
Robbie Slater (soon to link up with Dinamo Zagreb), 
Tony Dorigo (Chelsea), Andrew Bernal (Ispwich), 
Scott Playle (soon to return to Glasgow Rangers), Alis- 
tair Edwards (Glasgow Rangers), David Oldfield 
(Luton Town), Tommy Caton (Oxford), Mark Bosnich 
(headed for a stint with Liverpool or Manchester Un- 
ited) and Robert Runje. 

With those fellows pitted against the likes of Jeff 
Olver, John Kosmina, Oscar Crino, Graham Arnold 
and Frank Farina — what an abundance of talent 
would be on show! 

Farina would also have to come into calculations for 
the fastest man in Soccer. His biggest rivals for such a 
crown over the 100 metres could come from the likes of 
Slater, Hilton Phillips, Scott Ollerenshaw, Andrew 
Zinni or Sean Ingham. Naturally there are many 
others with a claim to the ‘fast man’ fame. 

A way of whittling down the contenders would be 
for each club to hold sprints, as they do in training 
anyway, and find the fastest couple in each club and 
from there they would go into races on a day such as the 
grand final or an international. 

However, this is all conjecture and just a couple of 
ideas that have been put forward in 1988 — whether 
they go ahead is anyone’s guess but the prospects are 
intriguing! 
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STEVO'S 
BACK! 


Says GREG BLAKE 


STUART Stevenson’s wish for another 
chance to prove himself at NSL level has 
come true. 

In a $7,500 deal completed last week the former 
Sydney Olympic and Heidelberg striker moved from 
South Melbourne Hellas to Preston Makedonia. 

And for Stevenson, one of the seven players ditched 
by the Middle Park club during the off-season, the 
news that his NSL playing days aren’t over has come as 
arelief. 

“That’s a weight off my mind,” was his reaction to 
the news. 

“At this stage I’ve not really had a chance to sit down 
and talk with Emie (Merrick) but all I’m hoping is that I 
get a chance to play this week.” 

Makedonia coach Ernie Merrick says he is “very 
happy” to sign the talented frontman. 

“Stuart has always been recognised as being a very 
good player and his only downfail is that he hasn’t been 
able to get along with some of his coaches,” Merrick 
told ASW. 

“Although there has been those conflicts he’s a 
good trainer and a skilled player and I think he’s ma- 
tured and settled down.” 

If ever Stevenson needed to score some goals it is 
over the next few weeks — and not only to prove a 
point to his doubters. 

Makedonia has now gone five games without scor- 
ing a league goal and the Connor Reserve outfit is 
struggling. 

Merrick is confident he and Steve Smith can strike 
up a useful partnership and the Preston Makedonia 
Soccer Club will benefit for it. 

“He’s determined to prove he is a good NSL player 
and I'll think he’ll show he is grateful for the opportun- 
ity to get back into the action.” 


ANDREW BERNAL, now with Ipswich Town. 


PRESTON END GOAL DROUGHT 


BY JOHN MANGAN 


IT MAY have taken 469 minutes but finally 
Preston Makedonia scored their first goal of 


the 1988 NSL season 


as they drew 1-1 with 


Footscray JUST at Connor Reserve on Sun- 


day evening. 


Relief was visible on 
the faces of the players, 
officials and fans as 
Makedonia could carry 
on with the task of trying 
to win the game, no lon- 
ger haunted by the goal- 
less stretch, 

Makedonia boss Ernie 
Merrick was able to field 
a far more decisive team 
than we’ve seen before 
this season with the re- 
turn of midfielder Ron 
Canipbell back from in- 
jury, and the debut of the 
club’s midweek signing 
from South Melbourne 
Hellas, striker Stuart 
Stevenson. 

Out of the Makedonia 


line-up were veteran 
Zoran Ilioski, Goce Di- 
movski and recent 
Macedonian import Saso 
Petkovski, who is. still 
building up to match 
fitness. 

Nor were JUST at full 
strength, lacking mid- 
fieldmaestro Oscar Cri- 
no who was up in Sydney 
getting the Socceroos out 
of trouble against New 
Zealand. 

Despite his absence, 
JUST almost drew first 
blood with scoring 
opportnities falling to 
both Warren Spink and 
Milan Dimoski in the 


opening 10 minutes. 


EST 


END 


West End. Beer atits best. 
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SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS 4 (M. Lennon 2, G. 
Clark, J. Campelj) SOUTH MELBOURNE 1 (S. 
Tasios) at Middle Park. Crowd: 4257. 

PRESTON 1 (S. Smith) FOOTSCRAY 1 (W. Spink) 
at Connor Reserve. Crowd: 4509. 

ADELAIDE CITY 2 (A. Vidmar, S. Melta) MEL- 


BOURNE CROATIA 0 
Crowd: 3,700. 


at Olympic Sportsfield. 


APIA 2 (H. Philips 2) BRUNSWICK 0 at Olympic 


Village. Crowd: 750. 


FRANK FARINA 
WARREN SPINK 
RANDELL EASTHORPE 
CHARLIE EGAN 
PETER MURPHY 
SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 
JOEPALATSIDES 
RUSSELL STEWART 
JAN GRAY 

NICK MEREDITH 
GARY CLARK 
BRETT DRUERY 
ANDY KOCZKA 
TOM PONTIDAS 
PAUL TRIMBOLI 
JEFF AINSWORTH 
KEVIN HAGAN 
HILTON PHILLIPS 
MARK LENNON 
DON McLAREN 
ZLATKO NASTEVSKI 
STEVE TASIOS 
ABBAS SAAD 
AURELIO VIDMAR 


FootscrayJUST 


Brunswick Juve 
Melbourme Croatia 


Sydney Olympic 
SouthMelbourne 


South Melboume 
Sydney Olympic 


Marconi 


Wollongong 


StGeorge 
Brunswick 
Brisbane Lions 
Marconi 
Brisbane Lions 
Sunshine 
Brisbane Lions 
StGeorge 


Wollongong 
StGeorge 
Apia 
Sunshine 
Sunshine 
Marconi 
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Adelaide City 


Dimoski hit a tantalis- 
ing ball across the face of 
goal in the ninth minute 
but no-one was on hand 
to tap it into the back of 
the net. 

Makedonia’s goal 
came in the 19th minute 
just after George Petrov 
had drawn a brilliant save 
from JUST keeper Zoran 
Nikitovic with a piledriv- 
er from the edge of the 
area. 

Working the ball from 
the right John Stewart 
knocked a high ball into 
the area where Steve 
Smith beat Nikitovic in 
the air to head the ball 
into the back of the net. 

Spurred by that all im- 
portant first goal of the 
season, Makedonia took 
the initiative with Smith 
heading wide in the 34th 
minute from a Steve Go- 
jevic corner and just fail- 
ing to direct a John Ste- 
wart shot-cum-cross into 
the net in the 37th 
minute. 

Ernie Tapai delivered 
a warning that JUST 
were not about to throw 
away the game when he 
went on a piercing run 
into the home team’s 
penalty area just before 
half-time — but his shot 
lacked the power to beat 
Makedonia keeper Phil 
Traianides. 

Having not played a 
first team game for six 
months, Makedonia’s 
new striker Stevenson 
was below his lethal best 
but the former Sydney 
Olympic and South Mel- 
bourne Hellas ace came 
close to scoring on his de- 
but in the 54th minute 
when he juggled a 
through ball from Ste- 
wart but his shot on the 
turn went wide. 

As the second half 
wore on, JUST took 
command and striker 
Warren Spink came with- 
in a hair’s breadth of pull- 
ing his team back on level 


terms “iia ion met a pass © 


from Ernie Tapai only to 
see his shot crash against 
the post. 

He got his reward in 
the 80th minute when 
right back Drago Deank- 
ovic centred low to him 
and he slammed the ball 
into the back of the net 
from close range. 

The last 10 minutes 
were contested fiercely 
with JUST falling’ victim 
to Makedonia’s offside 
trap more than once. 


They still had the best 
chance to wrap up the 
game when Spink blasted 
a volley with four mi- 
nutes left on referee De- 
nnis Voutsinas’s watch. 

Voutsinas gave yellow 
cards to Stevenson and 
JUST’s Luciano Fabrizio 
and Tom Karic. 


t's a scramble in the Preston Makedonia area as Footscray turn on the 
heat. Pic — Carmelo Bazzano. 


Apia win a wild and woolly 


BY GREG BLAKE 


EVEN Steven Speilberg couldn’t have 
scripted a contest quite as incredible as 
Saturday's battle between Apia and Juven- 


tus at Olympic Village. 


Apia took the match 
points with a 2-0 triumph 
but the result was almost 
peripheral to the events 
of an afternoon of high 
drama in which referee 
Robert Marshall was at 
centre stage. 

Marshall took much of 
the sparkle from Apia’s 
2-0 win by dismissing 
Amo Bertogna and Alex 
Bundalo and he also 
managed to hand out half 
a dozen further yellow 
cards to leave winning 
coach Rale Rasic fuming. 

“Tt was criminal. I am 
ashamed to be part of the 
game as it was today,” 
Rasic said. 

In the first half Mar- 
shall handed out five yel- 
low cards — against Joe 
Palatsidis, John Dowie, 
Fabio Incantalupo (Juve) 
and Bundalo and Bertog- 
na (Apia). 

This extended pro- 
ceedings a full three and a 
half minutes into first half 
injury time and it was in 


this amazing 210 
seconds, under Mel- 
bourne’s gloomy, over- 


cast skies, that the match 
took on a completely sur- 
real quality. 


Het Burim = Zajmi 
crosmai from the right, 
Burif@lo flicked the ball 
on and pacy Hilton Phi- 
lips ran in unmarked to 
score from close range. 

Two minutes later, un- 
believably, Apia made it 
2-0 as Mehmet Durako- 
vic fluffed a back pass and 
as he, the chasing Bunda- 
lo and goalkeeper Pat 
Marama tangled _hel- 
plessly, the ball ran loose 
for Philips to score unhin- 
dered. 

Almost from the kick- 
off Juventus went for- 
ward and Palatsidis was 
upended by Bertogna. 
Marshall awarded a 
penalty to Juventus. 

Charlie Egan took the 
kick but hooked the shot 
ingloriously onto the 
right hand upright. 

For Juventus, denied 
by the woodwork in the 
first minute as Zinni’s 
shot was deflected onto 
the post by Mark Brown 
and again 28 minutes in as 
Incantalupo rocked the 


Adelaide City scramble to first NSL victory 


BY TOM MCKAIN 
ADELAIDE City scrambled to their first 
National Soccer League win of the season 
when they beat Melbourne Croatia 2-0 at 
Olympic Sports Field on Sunday. 


While it was a hesitant 
victory, it was just what 
the 1986 champions 
needed to boost their 
confiendence. 

The Juventus players 
had been under 
tremendous pressure 
following an ultimatum 
for coach Zoran Matic 
that things had to im- 
prove rapidly. 

All looked well in the 
18th minute when striker 
Steve Maxwell sent over 
a cross from the right for 
City midfielder Aurelio 
Vidmar to slot the ball 
home. 

And it looked even 
better when Maxwell was 
in the clear three minutes 
later; but hit the ball 
straight at goalkeeper 
Zeljeo Govic. 


With goalkeeper Jeff 
Olver plus fullback Alan 
Davidson in the Soccer- 
oo squad, Croatia had 


looked vulnerable on 
paper. 
Govic was their 


saviour again when home 
midfielder Sergio Melta 
sent a shot in only to see 
the keeper pluck it out of 
the air. 

And when he did fail 
again, it was to a penalty 
in the 91st minute. 

City stiker Joe Mullen 
had got away on the right 
with a pass from leftback 
Brian Northcote and 
Govic dived to bring 
Mullen down. 

Melta stepped up for 
the penalty and it was 2-0. 

That was excitement 
enough, but the drama 


had started before the 
match. 
Croatia discovered 


that their shirts, shorts 
and socks, checked in at 
Melbourne airport, had 
not arrived in Adelaide. 

The local Croatia club 
came to the rescue with a 
set of uniforms and the 
match kicked off only 
two minutes late. 

Then when City took 
the field they were minus 


Danish import Jesper 
Sorensen, who was 
injured. 

Veteran Northcote 


took his place and did 
more than enough to con- 
vince fans that he is far 
from a spent force. 

For Croatia it was a 
traumatic start, but they 
were far from disgraced. 

Indeed, before the 
penalty Brian Milosevic 
almost scored, and ear- 
lier home goalkeeper 
Robert Zabica had to tip 
a Josip Biskic shot for a 
comer, and also held a 


Apia crossbar with a 
header, the day was to get 
worse. 

Midway through the 
second half Marshall 
drive from George 
Hannah. 


Croatia had hoped to 
field new signing Ante 
Mamic but his clearance 
did not come through in 
time for the kickoff. 

While Croatia thren- 
tened towards the end of 
the match Maxwell again 
missed for City as did 
Mullen and Charley 
Villani. : 

It remains to be seen if 
Adelaide City can now 
continue its improved 
form and begin to move 
up the standings. 

Both teams played it 
clean, making it an easy 
day for referee Jim 
Rossis, who booked only 
City’s Aurelio Vidmar. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Zabica, Shit- 
labeer, Nyskohus, Flounders, 
Metta, Villani, Vidmar, Maxwell, 
Mullen, Santrac, Northcote. 

MELBOURNE CROATIA: 
Donnelly (Celeja 12), 
Selemidis, Dobson, Hannah, 
Talajic, Lewls, Biskic, Scott, 
Milosevic, Valentic. 

REFEREE: J. Rossis. Crowd; 


2,888, 


match 


conjured up a second 
Juventus penalty when 
Andrew Zinni won a 50- 
50 decision against Ber- 
togna and this time In- 
cantalupo was called 
upon to take the spot 
kick. 

Tony Pezzano, later 
booked but the Apia 
hero when his team was 
reduced to nine men and 
his goal was under seige, 
spectacularly saved In- 
cantalupo’s penalty. 

Bertogna, sent off in 
Melbourne against 
Footscray six weeks ago, 
met with the same fate 
with 20 minutes to play 
after an awkward, rather 


than nasty, tackle on 
Scott Patterson. 
Five minutes later 


Bundalo joined him in 
the dressing room when 
he was booked for the 
second time, on this occa- 
sion for time wasting. 

On a day when every- 
thing went right for 
Juventus and they 
couldn’t win, coach Len 
McKendry could only 
throw up his arms in 
frustration and exclaim: 
“What have we got to 
do?” 

In a day that produced 
the lowest NSL crowd of 
the season (less than 800 
people) the game was the 
biggest loser. 

Having said that, it 
would be cruel not to 
mention the perform- 
ance of the man of the 
match, youngster Kurt 
Reynolds, whose  disci- 
plined display put the rest 
of Saturday’s lunacy to 
shame. 


JUVENTUS: Marama, Durako- 


cantalupo, Dowle, Patterson, 
Zinni, Palatsidis, Egan. 
APIA: Pezzano, DeMarigny, 


Reynolds, Bertogna (sent off 
70th), Brown, Bundalo (sent off 
75th), Tredinnick, Zajmi (McKin- 
na 59th), Watson, Philips, Butler. 

Referee: R Marshall. Crowd: 
761. 


AUSTRALIAN — 
SOCCER 
ANNUAL 


ALL you wanted to 
know about Austra- 


lian Soccer, both up 
to date and down the 


years. 
Secure your copy 

at newsagents for a 

low $2.50. 
NOW ON SALE! 
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Eagles, Demons thump opponents 


BY ALEX VESIC 


GOALS galore in round three of the NSW 
State League started early last Saturday 
afternoon at the Gabbie and at Cook Park, 
then continued the same evening at Melita 
Stadium, with 21 scored in three matches. 


Newcastle-Austral 
scored three at Kelly 
Park to add to the total, 
while in the other three 
matches the ball only 
found the net once, 
thanks to that opportun- 
ist finishing by Gary Cole 
at Canberra. 

Sutherland against 
Freshwater and Yugal 
against Ku-ring-gai had 
plenty of action and some 
good goalkeeping, but it 
only paved the way for 
scoreless games. 

If there was an award 
for the  Player-of-the- 


Week it would certainly 
go to that bustling striker 
from Melita Eagles Greg 
Brown who at long last 


Berries, easy picking! 


CANTERBURY's_ de- 
fence continued to 
slip and slide in the 
NSW State League 
for the third week in 
a row, this time 
allowing five past 
them at Cook Park, 
losing to Uruguayan 
Penrith by 5-1. 

Almost from the kick- 
off Radovan Filipovic 
tattled the post, with 
Jimmy McBreen repeat- 
ing the effort ten minutes 
later. 

It was that intense 
Uruguayan attack that 
led to the downfall of this 
less then effective de- 
fence from Canterbury. 

A shot by Aytek Genc 
after 21 minutes was not 
held by Angelo Angelis. 
But Filipovic was on 
hand to tuck it away, 1-0. 

Three minutes later 
Ziatko Arambasic was 
well positioned to make it 
1-1, but the home side re- 
taliated a minute later 
through John Bradley. 

McBreen made it 3-1 in 
the 34th minute to pave 
the way for a comfortable 
first half lead and the 
writing was on the wall. 

Despite some gallant 
efforts by a few, Canter- 
bury fell apart during the 
second period. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


invites applications for 


for Under 16, Under 19 and 
senior 


WOMEN'S STATE TEAMS 
—20c—. 


Honorary positions, all 
written applications to 
Mr I. Holmes, 

482 Meurants Lane 
Parklea. 2148 
CLOSING DATE MARCH 25, 
1988 


struck well. He rammed 
in four goals with two 
from the penalty spot to 
lay the foundation for 
that huge 7-2 win against 
an in-form Polonia. 


‘War’ at Seymour 
Shaw! 
Next Sunday at 


Seymour Shaw Park yet 
another derby for Rock- 
dale Ilinden and the first 
real test of strength for 
Blacktown City. It will 
either clear the air for Les 
Scheinflug or confuse the 
issue at the top of the 
table. 

The arrival of Zarko 
Odzakov at the Gabbie 


Washington Gonzales 
and Filipovic combined 
well in the 54th to waltz 
their way through some 
poor defence with Filipo- 
vic at the end of the move 
to make it 4-1. 


McBreen added 
another with twenty mi- 
nutes remaining after a 
superb run by Benitez. 
His cross found McBreen 
unattended and a_ pin- 
point header saw the net 
stretched once again. 

Uruguayan Penrith is 
now in second place and 
looms as one of the real 
threats in this League 
with the likes of Bradley, 
Woods and O’Donnell 
playing very well indeed. 
McBreen is back to his 
best after some two years 
in the lower class of foot- 
ball, while the appear- 
ance of Filipovic has 
added the much needed 
touch of magic to this 
side. 

In his first outing he 
has shown all the skills 
and combined very well 


indeed with Gonzales 
and Benitez. 

URUGUAYAN PENRITH: 
Hoare, Woods, O'Donnell, 
Krsiovic, Sacialotto, Gonzales, 
Benitez, Bradley, McBreen, Fill- 

Genc. 
CANTERBURY: Angelis, 


Mickovskl, Susic, Hantzis, Cal- 
Janan, Licata, Sertbas, Borges, 
Arambasic, Kalogeras, 
gicevic. 


has added that sembl- 
ence of fluency that was 
lacking in Demons’ play. 
It also amplified the 
speed and efficiency of 
the Demons’ fire power, 
but I feel that it is not 
going to be an easy game 
for the visitors. Certainly 
not as easy as the last one 
against Inter Monaro. 

Rockdale is tough, fast 
and could give Schein- 
flug’s lads more then a 
mere headache and with 
Porter, Lerond and Nas- 
toski firing on all cylin- 
ders it could be the game 
for all to see. 

Mini-derbies_ will be 
played at Orange and 
Chopin Park. Warringah 
will entertain Canberra 
at Orange while Polonia 
battles Sutherland at 
Chopin Park. 

Warringah will have to 
get the nod at home to 
Canberra but must make 
sure that Gary Cole is 
well shadowed. Murray 
Barnes and Co from Syd- 
ney’s Northern Suburbs 
will have to improve a 
notch if they are to chal- 
lenge for a higher posi- 
tion on the League 
ladder. 

For Canberra, another 
win will put them back in 
contention. 


Polonia was thumped 
last Saturday at Melita by 
the speed and audacity of 
the Brown-Versi- 
Farnsworth combination 
and I feel that Sutherland 
does not have the same 
powder keg to threaten 
the home side. 


It is therefore going to 
be an interesting duel 
with Janduda and Drys 
certain to cause 
Burchmore some prob- 
lems at Chopin Park. 

In other matches, Inter 
Monaro must get the nod 
against Yugal with Giam- 
paolo returning from in- 
jury and certain to start 
the match. Melita must 
be favoured to register 
another big score, this 
time at Arlington Oval 
against an out-of-touch 


Canterbury. 
And what about Uru- 
guayan Penrith at 


Newcastle? I fancy the 
visitors to surprise the 
locals despite a good 
showing by the Newcas- 
tle Austral club in the last 
two weeks. 

Wollongong Macedo- 


nia will have to improve 
to down Ku-ring-gai at 
Kelly Park. Craig Bass 
will be back in Ku-ring- 
gai’s line-up _ against 
Macedonia and Mark 
Nile is expected to take 
the field from the open- 
ing bell. 


This pair with Glen 
Jeffery firing on all cylin- 
ders could provide one 
giant headache for John 
Krajnovic. 


It’is therefore of vital 
importance for the locals 
to stiffen their defence 
and use the speed of 
Brown to their advan- 
tage. 


A most interesting 
round that will once 
again emphasise the skill 
and entertainment that 
prevails in the League of 
1988. 


Don’t miss it! 


NEWCASTLE AUSTRAL 


VS 
URUGUAYAN PENRITH 


this SATURDAY, MARCH 19 


at 


Austral Park 


Birmingham Gardens 
MAIN GAME 2.30PM 
Youth League 12.30PM 


Admission $4 


Pensioners & 
Cars 
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Students $2 
$1 


Odzako 


SOCCEROO 8 Zarko 
Odzakov signed for 
Blacktown City De- 
mons last week in a 
bold attempt by Les 
Scheinflug to add 
midfield mastery to 
his already fast and 
furious bunch of De- 
mons — and it paid 
of ast Saturday 
afternoon. 


Odzakov began on the 
bench as _ Blacktown 
faced Inter Monaro in an 
afternoon fixture and 
from the opening bell it 
was easy to see that Inter 
was going to be in for a 


hammering. 
Alas, despite its 
territorial advantage, 


Blacktown failed to pro- 
duce the fluency needed 
to overpower the stub- 


born opponent from 
Queanbeyan. 
Jason van Blerk 


tushed his shot in the 
third minute blasting it 
over the bar from close 
range, but made up for it 
with a good run which 
netted a goal for Brett 
Thormthwaite four mi- 
nutes later. 

Joe Gagetti should 
have made it 1-1 after he 
faced Watson in the 32nd 
but his shot hit the keep- 
er. Inter then watched in 
horror as van Blerk slid 
one home from a goal- 
mouth scramble 10 mi- 
nutes later. 

Carlo Ambrosino hit a 
35 metre screamer which 
grazed the post in the 
44th and the Demons 
went in at the break lead- 
ing but not looking as 
cohesive as one would 
like to see the league 
leaders. 

Odzakoy replaced van 


Blerk in the 60th minute 
and from then on Black- 


ars for D 


town looked a different 
team. Odzakov, still far 
from fit, slowed the game 
pushing the ball to the left 
or to the right with the 


precision of a 
watchmaker. 

Suddenly Inter was in 
all sorts of bother. 


The rest of the Black- 
town players picked up 
the same tempo, pushing 
the ball about, entertain- 
ing and at the same time 
probing at Inter from all 
angles. 

Goals flowed also, 
with Brett Thornthwaite 
netting in the 64th from a 
cross by Naumov, then 
Ralph Maier adding 
another from a cross by 
Paul Kay two minutes 
later. 


John Cavanah, wh 
had his best game for th 
Demons since arrivin 
from Newcastle at th 
start of the  seasor 
chimed in with two su 
perb goals in the closin 
minutes to make it 6-0, 

A Thornthwaite cros 
was headed home b 
Cavanah in the 80th, the: 
a superb move by Odza 
kov and Maier led t 
another Cavanah goal ij 
the 82nd. 


Djordjesid, 
novic, Dui 
Alchin. 


A Ambrosino, Per 
(Miloloza 18th) 


Cole is back on target 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


A 65th minute goal 
from former NSL 
sharpshooter Gary 
Cole gave Canberra 
City Griffins their 
first win at their new 
Hawker Oval head- 
quarters on 
Saturday. 

The move began when 
defender Lino Fiorese 
took the ball down visit- 
ing Rockdale _Ilinden’s 
tight flank, beating a cou- 
ple of players as he went. 

Cole saw the potential 
of the move; “I ran 
across him in the box and 
he laid on a nice pass,” 
he said. “I managed to 
get a touch, passed my 
marker, turned and hit it 
into the roof of the net.” 

The goal, the only one 
of the game, earned the 
points but more impor- 
tantly reaffirmed the club 
has a striker who can 
compensate for the loss 


of Alan Reis during th 
summer. 


It was Rockdale, read 
to work and with a coupl 
of aggressive front men it 
Tony Genovese an 
Greg Lerond, who mad 
the early running. 

The speedy Lerond 
often playing as ; 
traditional winger, wa 
especially dangerous — 
although his _finishin, 
hardly matched _hi 
approach work -as_ he 
headed a Vince Nastosk 
cross well wide. _ 

George Kulscar had tc 
scramble to cut ou! 
Lerond shortly after half. 
time, after sweeper Steve 


Bryant had missed < 
tackle. 
Cole’s goal changed 


the direction of the game 
and with the confidence 
born of a 1-0 lead, City 
began to play well. 

“It was an important 
win, we are beginning to 


Continued over > 


Brown nets four in 
Melita goal romp 


TWO players were sent off and five booked 
at Melita Stadium as Melita Eagles ran riot 
over Polonia to set sail for the top of the 


table. 
Greg Brown scored 
four goals, two from 


penalties, to prove 
Melita is on the march — 
watch out for the Eagles 
following this 7-2 
triumph. 

Andrew Callanan net- 
ted almost from the kick- 
off but was ruled offside. 
A few minutes later, 
however, Callanan 
scored from a melee in- 
side Polonia’s goalmouth 
and the avalanche was on 
the way. 

Lesek Kulwicki 
brought down Wayne 
Farnsworth in the 12th 
and Brown scored the 
first of his four goals from 
the resultant penalty. 

Lenny Vial got his 
marching orders after 23 
minutes in what looked 
like a harsh decision. 
Sure, it was a late tackle 
and Id be the last to com- 
plain about players not 
being punished for it, but 
it was his first offence and 
did not look vicious 
enough to deserve the 
ted card treatment. 

Playing with 10 men, 
Melita continued on its 
merry way scoring 
through Farnsworth 
after a bad back pass by 
Chou in the 31st, then 
addinganother through a 
Brown penalty after 
Chou appeared to have 
pulled down Farnsworth 
in the 42nd. 

Jurek Drys had an 
opportunity a few mi- 
nutes earlier when he 
faced McPherson from 
an angle,but his fierce 


BROWN 
TAKES 
LEAD 


GREG BROWN’S 
four-goal feast at the 
expense of Polonia 
shot the burly Melita 
Eagles striker to the 


top of the NSW State 
League sharp- 
shooters’ list after 
two rounds. 
He is on five goals and 
one ahead of Brett 
_ Thornthwaite from 
Blacktown City. 


Spare a thought for 
Wayne Farnsworth from 
Melita Eagles. He scored 
one against Polonia but 
engineered all four goals 
that came Brown’s way in 
that game. He was 
brought down twice and 
Brown scored from the 
spot twice. He delivered 
the telling passes for the 
other two goals that came 
from Brown. 

“T thought it was Greg 
who was supposed to 
feed me and not the other 
way around,” said the 
likeable Farnsworth. 

Top scorers: 

5 Greg Brown (Melita) 

4 Brett Thornthwaite 
(Blacktown) 

3 Cole (CC), Porter (NA), 
McBreen, Bradley (UP) 

2 Cavanah, van Blerk 
(BC), Vial (ME), Bland 
(NA), Drys, Janduda (P), 
D.Wilson (RI), Genc, 
Filipovic (UP). 


<s OND Heese 


drive rebounded off the 
keeper. But Drys got on 
the scoresheet in the 
dying seconds of the first 
half from the penalty spot 
after Janduda — was 
brought down by Rodri- 


eZ. 

Richard Lasek was 
sent off after his second 
offence in the 70th mi- 
nute leaving both sides 
shorthanded. Versi came 
on for an out-of-touch 
Barios —_ and Melita 
stormed home to score 
three goals in rapid suc- 
cession. 

A_ Farnsworth flick 
header saw Brown race 
through to make it 5-1, 
Anthony Versi added to 
it by scoring a superb goal 
in the 78th, then another 
header by Farnsworth 
saw Brown complete the 
scoring for Melita in the 
86th. 

Pavel Janduda eased 
his way into the area with 
three minutes to go to 
make it 7-2 and complete 
an entertaining evening 
for a sizeable crowd of 
some 2,000. 


MELITA EAGLES: McPher-' 


Canberra 
v 
Rockdale 


show character,” play- 
er-coach Tom Sermanni 
said afterwards. “At 
half-time it was shaping 
as one of those games 
which could get away 
from us, but we didn’t 
slow down, [’m_ de- 
lighted.” 

Was he worried about 
the paucity of goal scor- 
ing chances? 

“Rockdale signed a 
lot of new players during 
the summer with the aim 
of being a force in this 
league, so they weren’t 
going to give too much 
away,” he said. 

“We do have to be- 
come more positive in the 
last third of the field. At 
times today we were get- 
ting there then making 
the wrong decision. 

“That’s something 
that will come in time and 
come with experience.” 

CANBERRA CITY; Giannas- 


ren, Knight, Wilson, 
Pilovski, D. Wilson, 
Darlington, 

(Rodan 86), Nastoski (Markovski 


Greg Brown ... four goals for Melita. 


TELISMAN STARS 


ANTHONY VERS! 
scored twice for Melita 
Eagles to sink the AIS. 

But it was the scorer 
for the visitors who 
caught the eye last 
Wednesday night at 
Melita Stadium. 

Tony Telisman, the tall, 
skilful and accurate forward 
from the Institute, dispos- 
sessed Craig Williams in the 
67th minute, then tumed to 
face another defender. 

He was some 28 metres 
from goal and with Pupovac 
off his line he decided to 
chance his luck — sending in 
a superb lob which crashed 
under the crossbar and out 
of reach of the Melita 
keeper. 

It was a brilliantly taken 


goal! 

It was also a fitting 
triumph for the youngster 
who entertained more then 
anybody else on the night. 
His silky skills led him past 
one, sometimes two Melita 
defenders on the run. His 
style was reminiscent of that 
recently displayed by the 
visiting Dinamo Zagreb star 
Harris Skoro. 

But the two goals by Versi 
also showed another rising 
star. He is fast, has an excel- 
lent work rate and a shot to 
match. He is bound to push 
some of the more recognised 
players out of the Melita 
line-up. 

Others to show promise 
included Longo, Horvat and 
Gibson for the AIS while 
Greg Brown and Wayne 


Porter strikes again 


NEWCASTLE Austral romped to a three-goal 
triumph over Wollongong Macedonia at 
Kelly Park — stamping itself as a serious con- 


tender for promotion. 


After wasting some 
early chances Macedonia 
fell back to a goal from 
Stephen Bland in the 
22nd minute, never to 


Tecover. 
A long punt from a 
Newcastle defender 


eluded Sweeney and 
Dafkovski came out to 
punch it; but only to the 
feet of Bland who tucked 
it back into an open net. 
Andy Campbell saved 
Wollongong from fur- 
ther disaster in the 34th 
when he cleared from the 
goal-line but a minute la- 
ter he was unable to get to 
a cross which was neatly 
headed wide of Krajno- 


vic by Brett Porter. 
Newcastle held its 
ranks together, not 


allowing the home side 


Lerond. 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


STATE LEAGUE 1ST DIVISION 
SATURDAY 12 MARCH 


any room to manoeuvre, 
then struck again with 15 


minutes remwining, this 
time through Bland 
again. 


Bland made sure with 
his header, thus complet- 
ing a double for New- 
castle over Wollongong 
Macedonia in two sea- 
sons at Kelly Park. 

‘WOLLONGONG MACEDO- 


NSW BIG 
WEEKEND 


ALL is readiness for 
the start of NSW 
Federation competi- 
tions in Third Divi- 
sion and Inter Urban 
grades. 
The kick-off is on the 
weekend of March 26/27. 
In Third Division 
Grange Waratahs will be 
home to King Tomislav, 
whilst Canterbury meets 
Dulwich Hill in a local 
derby at Mackey Park. 
Inter Urban matches 
are conducted over four 
divisions. 


Yugal still 


AFTER 270 minutes 
of football Yugal is 
still without a goal to 
its name in the State 
League — but must 
thank its goalkeeper 
for collecting its first 
point for 1988. 


Ross Pinto was superb 
in goal against Ku-ring- 
gai at the weekend, sav- 
ing on numerous occa- 
sions, including a_ vital 
penalty stop from Derek 
Ryan close to the end of 
the match. 


Ku-ring-gai fronted 
without the suspended 
Bass and with Nile on the 
bench but still managed 
to overpower Yugal and 
control proceedings in 
the middle of the park. 

Billy Wilson hesitated 
and lost possession in the 
12th minute, Glen Jef- 
fery skimmed the post in 
the 14th, Wilson shot 
over the bar in the 20th, 
then Jeffery headed over 
the bar in the 27th before 


Farnsworth revealed once 
more that life is not going to 
be easy at Melita Stadium 
for the visitors this year. 

Honours went to Melita 
by the slightest of margins, 
but make no bones about it - 
AIS is not going to lose too 
many games this year. 

And watch out 
Telisman! 


for 


Farrugia 
ras Callanan (Ortiz), Vial, Ver- 
si, Farnsworth (McFadden), 


Roberts, Horvat, 
, Gibson, Welch, 


Sy League ~ 


Telephone (02 


Pinto made a superb save 
from Bard in the 35th be- 
fore Yugal came to the 
fore with its own chance 
in the 44th. 

It was a sitter for Tur- 
koglou; alas he shot 
wide. 

A volley by Jeffery 
over the bar in the 48th 
saw Ku-ring-gai once 
again close to scoring be- 
fore Yugal was presented 
with the best chance of 
the day. Jim Ziras found 
himself some metres 
from goal after good 
work by Tanovski but the 
shot was wide. 

Bennett was foiled by 
the keeper in the 53rd, 
Berry faced Pinto but 
shot over the bar in the 
60th and it went on and 
on until Gogic brought 
down Jeffery in the 75th. 

Ryan’s shot was pluck- 
ed out of the air by Pinto 
and Yugal survived. 

Cowley had the last 
chance with 10 minutes to 
go but muffed it. 


WAYNE 
FARNSWORTH 


of State 


TION 


Alex Vesic’s 
Newsy State 
League Cover 


Results of round 3: 


Sutherland 0 Fresh- 
water 0 
Yugal 0 Ku-Ring-Gai0 


Canberra 1 (Cole) 
Rockdale linden 0 

Melita Eagles 7 
(G.Brown 


Farnsworth, Calanan, 
Versi) Polonia 2 (Drys 
pen. Janduda). 

Blacktown City 6 
(Thornthwaite 2, Cava- 
nah 2, Maier, Van Blerk) 
Inter Monaro0 

Uruguayan Penrith 5 
(Filipovic 2, McBreen, 
Bradley, Genc) Canter- 
bury 1 (Arambasic) 

Wollongong Macedo- 
nia 0 Newcastle Austral 3 
(Bland 2, Porter) 


Suite Geo Ste 
@ 
et 
O+4prneoasaaae 


eS 


a5" 


This Week’s Matches 


FIRST DIVISION 


SATURDAY MARCH 19 


Wollongong 
Newcastle 


8PM Warringal 


v_ Ku-ring-gai 
v Penrith 


lh =v. Canberra 


SECOND DIVISION 


Campbelltown 
FIRST DIVISION 


Bathurst '75 


SUNDAY MARCH 20 


Rockdale 
Inter Monaro 
Polonia 
Canterbury 


Blacktown 
SSC Yugal 
Sutherland 
Melita 


SECOND DIVISION 


Fairy Meadow 
Blacktown Utd 
Gladesville 
Granville Chile 
Kingsford 

Manly Warringah 


Avala 

Uni of NSW 
Sydney Macedonia 
Maroubra Q's Pk 
North Sydney 
Bankstown 


JJ Kelly Park 
Austral Park 


Orange Waratah S.G. 


Bensley Road 8pm 


Seymour Shaw 
Marco Polo 
Chopin Park 
Arlington Oval 


Police Boys Gd. 
Francis Park 
Magdala Oval 
Garside Park 
Syd. Ath. Fid 
Cromer Park 


Kick off times: FIRST DIVISION first grade 3pm, Under 19 1pm. 
SECOND DIVISION first grade 3pm, 2nd grade 1.10pm, 
3rd grade 11.30am, Bensley Rd 8pm, 6.10pm, 4.30pm 
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Suburbs shock Falcons 


WESTERN SUBURBS pulled off a shock 1-0 win 
over much vaunted title-contenders, Morwell 
Falcons on Sunday in a game where the Falcons 
created the majority of opportunities, but were 


unlucky to lose. 


In the 23rd minute, 
Western Suburbs’ strik- 
er, Darren Tuck, struck 
the fatal blow from out- 
side the box, a direct 
free-kick that was 
helped into the net by a 
deflection. 

Morwell Falcons had 
the advantage of a 
strong wind in the first 
session as they poured 
on the pressure. 


But luck was not to be 
on their side. 


Some of the clearer 
chances for the Falcons 
fell to Scottish import, 
John Sokuluk who hit 
the post and was also 
thwarted by the keeper’s 
heel on another occa- 
sion. 


Falcon’s striker, Ian 
Stirton also hit the post 
but Morwell’s luck be- 
gan to wane even before 
the kick-off. 

Midfielder Kenny 
Drakeford announced 
he couldn’t play due to a 
shoulder injury. 


New signing Gerry 
Bennett, last season’ 
s captain of champions 
Polonia, also couldn’t 
play. oe 

Bennett’s registration 
was not available in 
time. 

Wests’ midfielder, 
Bill Hamill, had a good 
chance to rub salt into 
Morwell’s wound just 
one minute from full- 
time, but his shot was 
wide of the target from 
well inside the box. 

Morwell coach, Bob- 
by McLachlan, isn’t ab- 
out to panic after just 
two losses from the first 
two games of the sea- 
son. He believes it’s 
only a matter of time be- 
fore Lady Luck smiles 
on his side. 


WESTS: Hatzilazarou: Mar- 
kovski, Kondourls, Esposito, 
Kagloglou, Dimovski, Kopsaf- 
tls, Hamill, Tuck, Metaxos, 
Mingh. 

MORWELL: Reynolds: Bing- 
ham, McMillan (E.Cassar 60th), 
Clarke, Bruns, J.Doyle, Webs- 
ter, Doyle, Sokuluk, Stirton, 
oO" in. 


Bergers have 
to struggle 


FORMER NSL power Heidelberg struggled to 
eventually defeat an understrength Oakleigh by a 


1-0 scoreline on Saturday. 


Heidelberg’s winner 


came 11 minutes from time 
and four minutes after it was 
reduced to 10 men when 


striker Dennis Morivic re- 
ceived his marching orders 
for fouling on Oakleigh de- 
fender behind play. 


Z 


Claude Lucchesi starts an attacking move for 


Heidelberg. 


x 
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NINEVEH AUTO 


SERVICES 


— TUNE UPS 
— SERVICE 


— Dunlop 
— Bridgestone 


— CLUTCH 


YAKKA’S COMEBACK 


AFTER 12 months in 
limbo, one of Austra- 
lia‘s master goal- 
keepers is back in 
business and raring 


to go. 

Yakka Banovic has 
finally got his  long- 
awaited transfer from 


Brunswick Juventus and 
is on the job with former 
club Heidelberg United. 

Surely you remember 
Banovic? 

A champion in the 
Heidelberg NSL sides of 
the late ’70’s, a subse- 

ent $30,000 transfer to 

nglish- club Derby 
County, Socceroo selec- 
tion, a transfer back to 
Melbourne Croatia and 
finally NSL honours with 
Juventus as it took the 
1985 All-Australian title. 

At 29 and in the peak of 
form and fitness, Bano- 
vic was spirited out of the 
Juventus team for 1987 
and into the great 
unknown. 


Like an episode from 
the ‘Twilight Zone,” 
Banovic just disappeared 
from the scene. 

At 30 he’s back and 
ready to strut his stuff 
once again. 

“Tll say one thing, I’m 
very relieved and just 
glad the whole business is 
over,” Banovic told me 


BY GREG BLAKE 


this week. 

“What happened (at 
Juventus) was a great di- 
sappointment to me, 
particularly when I felt I 
had so much to offer after 
playing in two successive 
championship teams.” 

So what did happen? 


Why was Banovic as 
good as dumped by Juve 
and replaced without a 
word by rookie Pat Mara- 
ma for the 1987 league 
campaign? 

“Personal reasons,” 
explained Banovic. 

“My opinion is that 
Len McKendry must 
have been a bit against 
me,” he says. “I admit I 
didn’t turn up to training 
on a couple of occasions 
but I feel I had good 
reason. 


“I'd just started a new 
business and I'd been 
burgled a couple of times 
so I took time off training 
to look after what is, after 
all, my livelihood. 

“Some other players 
were seen to be allowed 
to miss training, but in my 
case I was told by 
McKendry that he didn’t 
want me at the club for 
1987.” 


Thwarted 


Little did he know it 
then, but Banovic’s prob- 


YAKKA BANOVIC makes a fine save in the face of adversity. The form: 
international has joined Heidelberg United. 


lems had 
started. 


Despite being a con- 
tracted player the former 
Socceroo wasn’t allowed 
to train with the club 
pending transfer. 


To make matters 
worse Banovic’s depar- 
ture attempts were, as far 
as he is concerned, 
thwarted at every turn. 

“At that stage I was 
hoping they'd at least be 
fair in releasing me but 
even up until recently I 
believe they weren't,” 
he told me. 


only just 


The ‘Bergers could have 
easily won the game 2-0 but 
missed a golden opportunity 
in the 28th minute when 
Oakleigh defender Michael 
Laletas grounded Con Pap- 
pas in the penalty area. 

The penalty was given but 
goalkeeper Spiro Kurdami- 
kas made a fine diving save, 
to thwart a Scot Fraser spot 
kick. 

Oakleigh tried to bustle 
and speed its way past a 
more skilful oposition — 
which nearly worked. But 
Oakleigh badly missed three 
of its better players, Ally 
Dick, Danny Ward and Jim- 
my Ross, all out through 
injury. 

In the seventh minute 
Oakleigh missed a great 
chance when Chris 
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Androitis ran onto the ball in 
the centre of the ground with 
only goalkeeper Yakka 
Banovic to beat, but his shot 
went harmlessly straight to 
Banovic. 


A few minutes prior to 
half-time Oakleigh midfiel- 


FAWKNER 
second game in suc- 


lost its 


der, Peter Vardaxis received cession, by 1-0 to 
a yellow card for a tackleon Springvale City on 
Claude Luchessi and for his Saturday, and coach 


trouble was drogged from 
the ground which added to 
Oakleigh’s woes. 

Young Heidelberg star 
John Anastasiadis was the 
difference between victory 
and defeat for his side — al- 
ways showing the class 
which in now gaining NSL 
interest, specifically from 
Sunshine George Cross. 

In the 79th minute, Anas- 
tasiadis raced down the right 
wing past two defenders be- 
fore chipping a delightful 
ball into the centre to the on- 
coming Pappas, who headed 
cleanly into the net for the 
winner. 

Heidelberg coach Terry 
Hennessey introduced 
Scottish import Willie 
Raynes into the front-line 
late in the game and he 
showed enough to suggest 
he will be a handy acquisi- 
tion. 


Frank McAleer was 
Promptly sacked after 
the match. 

McAleer expressed great 
disappointment as it was 
only the first time in two and 
a half years that Fawkner 
had lost two games in succes- 
sion. 

The match was played 
Saturday not Sunday as most 
people believed. The media 
was not informed and the 
clubs themselves were told 
at the last minute. 


Springvale played well 
and its second minute goal 
was set up by a long clear- 
ance from goalkeeper De- 
nnis Boland and finished ex- 
Ppertly by young Michael 
Krall from about five metres 
out. 


Once again, new Spring- 
vale striker Hugh Finlay, re- 
cruited from second division 
Prahran Celtic, played a fine 
game and even hit the post in 


pas, Valentine, Lucchesi, the second half. 

vic, Theodosopoulos (Raynes ie 

75th). Springvale coach Gus 
OAKLEIGH: McLeod is happy with Fin- 

sic, Derek (S.Gusle one Fe et lay’s form but even more ex- 


cited by young defender 
Adrian Rau, who he be- 
lieves will be a star. 


Sat March 19 

Oakleigh v Polonia Maribyrnong 
Caulfield City v Croydon City 
Bulleen v Morwell Falcons 


Sun March 20 
Heidelberg v St Albans 
Green Gully v Springvale City 
Fawkner v Thomastown 
Northcote v Western Suburbs 
Box Hill v Ringwood City 


“They said they didn’t 
want to keep me out of 
the game but how many 
State League clubs can 
afford over $10,000, 
especially when that club 
is financially troubled 
like Heidelberg is? 

“For twelve months it 
seemed to me they would 
rather stick with a huge 
transfer fee and just keep 


me out of the game.” 
Earlier this year it 
seemed Banovic’s 


dreams would come true 
with a move to NSL club 
Melbourne Croatia. 

The deal fell through 


Oakleigh’s Socrates Nicolaides attempts 


and so it’s back to the 
State League for the for- 
mer international star. 

“Obviously it’s a bit of 
a come-down for me but 
in the long run I don’ 
think it will be,” he said. 

“For a start I couldn’ 
be too choosy, and a 
least Til be playing at < 
club I know and where » 
still have many friends.” 

“And of all the othe 
clubs in Victoria Heidel 
berg was the best optior 
for me because I’m cer 
tain they'll go straigh 
back up into the NS! 
again this season.” 


elude the desperate tackle of Heidelberg’s Sc 
Fraser. Picture by Carmelo Bazzano. 


McLeod also praised the 
efforts of defender Andy 
Bell, who marked Verrechia 
out of the game. 

springvale has two visa 
players arriving from Scot- 
land shortly to boost its 
ranks. Steve Keenan, a 
striker from  Stenhouse- 
muir, should arrive late this 
week and might be available 
for Sunday’s clash with 
Green Gully. 

The other visa player is 


AUSTRALIAN S 


quirements. 


and our telephone 


left winger Micky Livi 
stone, from Pollock, and 
is an exciting prospect : 
McLeod, who should kr 
because he played with 
back in Scotland. 


ADVERTISE NOW IN —— 


OCCER WEEKL 


* Contact our Melbourne representativ: 
George Katsakis for your advertising re 


* Our office is at 72 Smith St, Collingwoo 


number (03) 416 1255. 


THOMASTOWN defected Caulfield with a late 
goal from striker Bobby McGuinness to continue 
Caulfield’s poor start to the season. 


Thomastown, who 
were so close to a finals 
placing last year, have 
started the season con- 
fidently but . were  re- 
duced to 10 men when 
McGuinness was sent off 
for abusing a linesman. 

To their credit they 
kept on attacking. 

Kevin Carfora, back 
after injury, created the 
75th minute winner when 
he won a ball, sprinted to 
the by-line, then crossed 
it over goalkeeper Kolet- 
sas’ head for McGuin- 
ness to simply place in the 
back of the net. 

McGuinness had the 
ball in the back of the net 
on another occasion but 
it was disallowed by re- 
feree Chris Bambridge 


who ruled offside. 

Caulfield had several 
clear chances in both 
halves but strikers Phil 
Griffin, Pepe Abraam 
and Bruno Cozella just 
could not find the back of 
the net. 


Thomastown _ keeper 
Mauro Raponi made two 
magnificent saves when 
Caulfield did threaten. 

Thomastown 1 
(McGuinness 75th) Caul- 
field 0. 

THOMASTOWN: 


‘CAULFIELD cIry: Koletsas, 
Bitsonls, Fillpou, Harris,’ Falore, 
eecterous: eligiannis, het 

(Armstrong 75th), 
come (Sahinidis 70th), Da 
gloyanis. 


Con Pappas (right) returned to Heidelberg after 
one season with Caulfield City. Here he takes ona 
Ringwood City defender at the Olympic Village. 
Photo by Carmelo Bazzano 


CROYDON WIN AGAIN 


CROYDON City won its 
second successive 
game by the odd goal 
this time against State 


League newcomers 
Bulleen in an entertain- 
ing affair. 


In a fast, open, end-to-end 
match chances were created 
at both ends of the park and 
Bulleen were perhaps un- 


Incky not to get a draw. 
Bulleen striker Joe 
D’Amico had a classic 


opportunity on the half hour, 
when he just had the keeper 
to-beat but his attempt went 


well astray. 
A few minutes before the 
break, Croydon striker 


Goran Runje made no mis- 
take with a chance presented 
to him after a goalmouth 
~ scramble — taking his tally 


to two goals in as many 


games. 

In’ the second half, 
Croydon began to find a few 
more opportunities. The 


first tell to Andy Humble, 
whose shot from about 10 
metres was well parred. 

Humble latched onto the 
loose ball and whacked it 
again, only to be denied by a 
desperate defence. 

Croydon kept the pressure 
onw hen big defender McIn- 
tosh headed onto the post 
from corner kick. 

Striker Graham French 
didn’t want to be left out of 
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the action and he hit a goal- 
burned shot from within the 
area but once again desper- 
ate defence saved Bulleen. 


Bulleen were not about to 
go down without a fight, 
however, and for the last 20 
minutes poured the pressure 
on with some fine Soccer. 


With only 10 minutes to go 
Andy Bozikas blasted over 
the crossbar when he should 
have done better, and on ab- 
out three occasion after that 
Croydon keeper Mirko Run- 
je was forced to make excel- 
lent saves to keep the 1-0 


scoreline intact. 

CROYDON: M. Runje, 
Langsbury, Brown, Redmond, 
Mcintosh, Campbell, Flavell, 


Van Egmond (Gabrielle 70th), 
Humble, French (O’Relily 76th, 
G. Runje). 


guez, Trogorolic, 
D'Amico, Boarotto (Keenen ht.), 
Bozikas. 


St Albans 
spring a 
surprise 


ST ALBANS continued 
to surprise their 
opposition, this time 
drawing 2-2 against a 
strong Green Gully 
combination at Chur- 
chill Reserve on 
Sunday. 

Coach Tony Vrzina hit 
the panic button when seve- 
ral experienced _ players 
transferred to other clubs 
before the first game of the 
season. 


Polonia 


LAST year’s cham- 
pions Polonia collected 
their first win for the 
season, but they had to 
battle to the wire 
against newcomers 
Ringwood City on Sun- 
day for their 2-1 win. 


Both Polonia and Ring- 
wood gave the spectators 
plenty of good football with 
high quality passing and en- 
terprising, attacking plays 
throughout the match. 


Ringwood had the better 
of the first half exchanges 
with at least five opportuni- 
ties to open the scoring. 


Northcote City. 
Heidelberg... 
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Carmelo Bazzano. 


Vrzina realised his only 
option was to field youth and 
was well aware that survival 
in the reduced State League 
next season was going to be 
an uphill battle. 

But a chirpy opening to 
the season, firstly beating, 
Fawkner, who finished third 
last year, and now drawing 
with Green Gully, last sea- 
son’s runners-up, gives St 
Albans plenty of hope for a 
good year. 

St Albans opened the 
scoring in the 25th minute 
when midfielder Ivan Duzel 
snapped up the loose ball in 
the penalty are and netted 
with his left foot. 

Only two minutes into the 
second half Gully equalised 


in dynamic fashion. Colin 
Quigley slammed home a 
free-kick from all of 30 
metres out. 

Midway through the 
second half, St Albans veter- 
an midfielder Branko Culi- 
na released a through ball 
which was tapped onto the 
upright and rebounded to 
Bill Popoyski, who made 
certain of the simple chance, 
putting the Saints 2-1 ahead. 

Gully scored its second 
equaliser four minutes from 
full-time in freak style. 

Steve McLellan was 40 
metres from goal when he 
attempted a long ball into 
the penalty area but the swir- 
ling wind directed the ball 
goalwards. Amazingly it flo- 


Chris Andriotis (Oakleigh) shoots despite the attention of Heidelberg’s John Anastasiadis. Photo — 


ated into the net over 
goalkeeper Mate Grgic’s 
head. 


Green Gully is urgently 
trying to clear attacking mid- 
fielder Danny Meneyhart 
from Hungayr where he 
played in the second divi- 
sion. Meneyhart has im- 
pressed the club at training 
and is looked upon as an 
ideal replacement for Dan- 
ny Ward, who was a regular 
goalscorer for the club. 

ST ALBANS: Grgic, Duralc, 
Dragovac, Colina, Kuzan, Duzel, 


Culina,  Rastocic,  Gagula, 
Popovski, Kelic. 

GREEN GULLY: Sant, Napoll, 
Cannell, McLennan, rimaud, 
Douglas, Wilson, Quigley, 


‘Smart (Farquahson 75th), Krem- 
ers, O'Donnell. 


made to fight all the way 


But whatever Ringwood 
could dish up, Polonia’s for- 
mer Polish international 
keeper, Zdislaw Kostezewa 
was in an impassable mood, 
giving a display of classic 
goalkeeping. 

Ringwood strikers Chris 
Middlemast and John Ni- 
jholt created many chances 
but if they weren't foiled by 
the brilliant keeping of Kos- 


tezewa they would rob 
themselves with poor 
finishing, which is giving. 


coach Rob Nelson a bit of a 
headache because he says 
they are playing well but just 
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@ RHEUMATISM 
e TIREDNESS 


HyD 


can't find the back of the net. 

Polonia started taking 
over in the second half and 
eventually in the 60th mi- 


nute Janusz Praybula 
opened the scoring after a 
defensive error. 


A few minutes later strik- 
er Greg Warzawski made it 
2-0 after another defensive 
blunder. 

With its back to the wall, 
Ringwood kept going for- 
ward and in the 75th minute 
Trish recruit John Corvan 
was awarded a free-kick 
from about 20 metres out 
and he converted beautiful- 


ly, bending it around the 
wall and out of Kostezewa’s 
reach. 

“The splendid goal re- 
mained just a consolation 
prize as Polonia held its 2-1 
margin right to the end. 

Ringwood 1 (J Corvan 
75th) Polonia 2 (Przybula 
60th Warzawski 65th). 

RINGWOOD CITY: Blackty, 
May (Heupth), Cumming, Leal 
Corvan, Vernlerf, Hughes, 
hy ord “ilcdiomest, Davi. 
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MOVE TO TOP 


NORTHCOTE City 
moved to the top of the 
table after beating 
round one leaders Box 
Hill 1-0 at the John 
Cain Reserve on 
Sunday. 

Northcote coach Roy 
McLaren is much hap- 
pier with his team’s con- 
tent these days now that 
former Preston midfiel- 
der Martin Woodall is in 
the line-up. 

Also Northcote _ has 
signed veteran Sunshine 
George Cross striker 
Carl Gilder and he 
should be included in the 
starting XI next week. 

Woodall, playing his 
first game for the club, 
showed lovely touches in 
midfield and also dis- 
played good passing with 
both feet. Woodall and 


Gilder’s experience 
should be a valuable 
asset. 


In a most entertaining 
game Northcote’s veter- 
an midfielder Pedro 
Ramos capped it off with 
a wonderfully executed 
manoeuvre in the 75th 
minute. 


Northcote began a 
five-pass move within its 
own half which was com- 
pleted by Ramos. Ramos 
chesteddown the final 
cross, swivelled on the 
spot, then dribbled past a 
hapless Boc Hill defence 
to superbly hit the win- 
ning goal. 

Box Hill had . its 
chances and striker Ger- 
ty McAleer must be cons- 
idered unlucky for not re- 
ceiving a penalty when 
fouled in the second half. 

NORTHCOTE: Durudia, 
Leonardos, J Constantinou, 
Paimaracioltl, 


Kourameros, 
Woodall, Thodis (P Constantl- 


Av= Olympic Games qualifying matches 


ou ia 


REVIEW of the Winfield’s Socceroos’ 


must give credence to the distinct possibli- 
ty that the team will reach the finals in Seoul. 

Certainly the coaches and players will be taking no- 
thing for granted. They more than anyone else know 
the job that has to be accomplished in New Zealand. 

Coach Frank Arok freely admits that Israel have the 
skills, but he knows just what Australian players can 
accomplish when the incentive is there. 

Arok reckons that ten points is enough to decide the 
winner. 

Six of them are on the board despite the difficulties of 
subduing Israel 2-0 and the 3-2 sneak through against 
Chinese Taipei. 

Fortunately for Australian David Mitchell will play 

Israel and New Zealand, and Alan Davidson 
and Mike Petersen are battling their way back to 
fitness. 

The New Zealand FA has arranged for use of Athletic 
Park in Wellington to house the New Zealand — Aus- 
tralia game next Wednesday. It promises to be a fine 
encounter. 

Whilst the battle that is raging is all important, there 
is an interesting sidelight with the composition of both 
the Australian and New Zealand teams. 

Both are overwhelmingly composed of Roo or Kiwi 
products, which indicated the increasingly wide path 
available to young local players. 

There is still the lesson however that in some cities 
there are not enough people getting behind the Aussie 
team. 

When will everyone connected with Soccer wake 
up? 

Meanwhile, best wishes to the Winfield Socceroos 
for the New Zealand games. 


—o0o— 


Once again there is good reason to bring the matter of 
the need for correct crowd figures in front of the NSL 
heirachy. 

Round figures, crowds without addition of non-paid 
to the paid figures etc etc -- on it goes. 

If some clubs claim to be semi-professional they are 
failing to prove it. 

One major sport was caught out adding 35% on to 
their crowd at a recent match. 

Some Soccer executives at times go the other way — 
not apparently even knowing or caring that sporting 
editors are influenced in their allocation of space by 
attendarices. 

But how some Soccer people can go under the right 
figures beggars description. 

Why cannot the NSL lay down a standard proce- 
dure? 

A District Assocation, facing a similar problem, 
would put a fine on clubs who do the wrong thing. 
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In his prime but Peter Laumets is .. . 


HURT AND BITTER 


Happeir times as Peter Laumets celebrates his 200th game for South Melbourne Hellas. 


Laumets is very much 


GREG BLAKE explains on the outer and has 


THE common school 
of thought is that 
goalkeepers tend to 
reach their prime in 
their late 20's. 

Tf that’s the case spare 
a thought for Peter 
Laumets who, at just 30 
years of age, has every 
right to be the most dis- 
appointed man in Mel- 
bourne Soccer. 

Disappointed, hurt 
and just a little bit bitter is 
Laumets. 

After 9 years of ster- 
ling service in the NSL 
with South Melbourne 
Hellas, Laumets is out of 
action with little or no 
light at the end of the 
tunnel. 


steered clear of any 
matches during the open- 
ing six weeks of the 1988 
NSL season. 

He is the last of the 
‘Hellas rebels’ yet to find 
anew club. 

“I'm right out of busi- 
ness and there’s nothing I 
can do about it,” a de- 
jected Laumets told 
ASW. 

“I suppose the worst of 
it is, that 'm annoyed at 
what a waste this all is.” 

“I've tried training on 
my own, I’ve done some 
other sports and I’ve 
managed to get a couple 
of sessions. together to 
practice goalkeeping.” 

“But what worries me 


is the example of Yakka 
Banovic.” 

“He had to stay out of 
the game for a year be- 
fore getting his transfer 
and I’m afraid that’s what 
might happen to me.” 

Hellas is asking a mas- 
sive $12,000 for Laumets 
and interest in him at that 
price has been scant. 

“T've heard whispers 
about Caulfield City 
being interested but I’ve 
heard from no-one,” he 
admits. 

Laumets believes his 
long service (9 years after 
costing Hellas some 
$15,000) is enough to jus- 
tify a greatly reduced 
transfer fee, if not even a 
free transfer. 

“Tve started the ball 


Sad to leave the Village... 


By GREG BLAKE 


IT is not without regret that former Heidel- 
berg skipper Theo Selemidis left his Olympic 
Village home of over a decade. 

But his recent transfer to Melbourne Croatia means 
that the 28 year-old former Socceroo gets a well de- 
served chance to add to his 200 plus NSL games. 

“Yes, it was certainly very sad to leave”, Selemidis 
told ASW. 

“T’ve got many good memories of Heidelberg.” 

Selemidis admitted a drop back to State League 
ranks might have meant a premature end to his NSL 
career but the affable former Heidelberg captain had 
offered his services to the Olympic Village outfit for 
1988. 

“I did offer to play State League this year but finan- 
cially I was better off moving to another NSL club,” he 
says. 
“I made Heidelberg an offer for the season which 
they didn’t want to meet.” 

A timely $14,000 bid by Melbourne Croatia ended 
the stand-off and Selemidis has settled comfortably 
into life under Melbourne Croatia boss Ian Wallace. 

“T had to make the move for the sake of my career 
and it’s good now that I can just get down to con- 
centrating on the NSL season ahead,” he told me. 

“I haven't been at Croatia long but the atmosphere 
seems good and it’s nice to be back playing alongside 
Jeff (Olver)”. i 

“Croatia really has quite a decent squad and it is 
slowly getting stronger with the additions of new 
players. 

“Training has been interesting under the new coach 
and I must admit I’m very impressed by Ian Wallace’s 
attitude. 


“He seems to be the sort of broke who expects hon- 


|. ~ esty.of himself and.from his players.” -. .... . . . 


rolling to have my case 
taken to the tribunal,” he 
said. 

“But I must admit I 
have a certain amount of 
bitterness towards South 
Melbourne Hellas as a 
club.” 


“Tt shouldn’t come to 
this because I’ve given 
the club good service in 
my time there.” 

Laumets, despite the 
tribulations of recent 
months, hasn’t any re- 
grets about the events at 
Middle Park in 1987 
which caused he and five 
other players to lose their 
places at Hellas. 

“I am still absolutely 
sure I did the right thing 
— I didn’t muck the club 
about.” 


lrishman 


looks to 
Australia 


FROM 
TED SIMMONS 
IRISH _ international 
Noel Larkin, who has 
found the back of the 
net probably on 


.more occasions than 


he can count, has set 
himself a new 
target. 

Larkin, one of the top 
goalscorers in the Irish 

e, wants to come to 
poset if he can find a 
club. 

He has already scored 
16 goals from 22 games 
this season for Shamrock 
Rovers, who have won the 
Irish championship for 
hte past four years and 
are at present in second 
place by two points. 

But where Noel feels he 
may have problems is that 
he is 32 years of age. 

“T first met the Soccer- 
cos in Seoul during the 
Presidents Cup last year 
and was highly impressed 
by their potential and 
their attitude to people,” 
he said. 

“Apart from being a 
regular member of Rov- 
ers, I have also have a reg- 
ular selection in the Irish 
international side; _ in- 
cluding the team which 
has been contesting the 
current Olympic Games 
series. 

“Our season should 
finish within the next few 
weeks and I would be 
available to come to Aus- 
tralia in April.” 

Larkin comes from 

Athlone and is a repre- 
sentative manager with 
Esso. 
His address is 96 Wil- 
low Park, Athlone, Ire- 
land or telephone Athlone 
(0902) 75903. 

He is married with two 
children but would not 
bring his family if signed 
by a club until later in the 
year. 


Mike Petersen in his Ajax Amsterdam days, stops 

to sign autographs for a couple of young enthu- 

siasts. Johnny Warren considers the 22-year- 
old’s success an amazing story. 


MAKE THOSE RELUCTANT 


FACE THE MEDIA MEN 


THANKFULLY FIFA keeps a tight rein on all 
involved in World Soccer. 

It is to be hoped they can exert some influence on 
coaches who fail to front for official media conferences. 
After all they tell players they can’t wear shirts out- 
side their shorts, comfortable if you happen to be a 
player, the same as socks down, but all that is another 
story and not related to the point I want to make here. 
A media conference in Sydney was boycotted, again 


MIRE PETERSEN'S EMERGING TALENTS 


ONE of the most amazing success stories in 
the Winfield Socceroo squad currently doing 
battle with Israel, Chinese Taipei and New 
Zealand for a coveted spot in the Seoul 
Olympic Games finals is the spectacular 
emergence of Brunswick Juventus 22-year- 


old midfielder Mike Petersen. 


Petersen, with some 
pretty impressive  dis- 
plays, has not only forced 
his way into Frank 
Arok’s squad but into the 
starting line-up — some- 
thing three years ago 
most of us thought an im- 
possibility. 

Then, 19 year-old 
Petersen had a well publi- 
cised falling out with the 


Socceroo administration 
over many issues, the 
least serious among them 
being regarding dress 
regulations. 

Talented though the 
youngster was, it 


appeared his days of 
wearing the green and 
gold were well and truly 
over. 

With a less mature and 
stubborn national coach 
that may have been the 
case. 

To the credit of Frank 
Arok and the maturing of 
Petersen that has thank- 
fully, not been so. 

“I regret the incidents 
and publicly apologised 
for my behaviour,” says 
a wiser and fully repen- 
tent Petersen. 

A year in Holland with 
the famous Ajax, 
together with the lessons 
of the Socceroo fallout, 
have developed Petersen 
more rapidly than any- 
thing else. 

“The difference _be- 
tween what it takes to be- 
come a good player as 
opposed to a bad one.” 

“Tt also enabled me to 
meet and play with the 

great Arnold Muhren. 

“Even though Armold 
has won nearly every 
honour the game has to 


to my everyday private 
and footballing life,” 
Petersen said. 


Aussie Talent 


Another impression 
Petersen brought back 
from Holland is that even 
though Ajax were a very 
young side he thought 
Australian football pro- 
duced as many raw 
talents as their Dutch 
counterparts. 

“I had the opportun- 
ity to stay with Ajax but 
quite simply _couldn’t 
stand living in Amster- 
dam”, he stated. 

Like many of our top 
talents based in Austra- 
lia, Petersen would love 
to see professional foot- 
ball come to the country 
so that our best can stay 
here and make Australia 
the world force many be- 
lieve it can be. 

For now, though, it is 
the Winfield Socceroos 
and the Olympics as well 
as club commitments. 
with Brunswick which 
occupy Petersen’s ener- 
gies. 

Even the final year of 
studies in a _ business 
course have had to take a 
back seat, as did a pro- 
motional job with Puma 
to concentrate almost full 
time on football. 

His seemingly com- 
fortable slotting into the 
Socceroo midfield he 
attributes to “the guys 
made me feel so at home 
and so easy to play with 
especially Paul Wade, 
whom I played alongside 
at Juventus”. 

Petersen feels he must 


Former Socceroo 
skipper JOHHNY 
WARREN tells it all as 


he sees it in his ASW 
column 


tremendous long range 
shot. I would suggest im- 
proved speed will give 
him the split seconds he 
needs to use that quality 
to its real potential. 


Changeover 


Probably the greatest 
accolade and proof of 
Petersen’s rapid emerg- 
ence was when one of 
Australia’s leading 
coaches told me after 
Australia beat Dinamo 
Zagreb 3-1 in Sydney that 
“Petersen was not a 
player and had no right in 
the Socceroo team”. 

The same coach went 
public in the Sydney 
media following Austra- 
lias superb _ display 
against Israel in Mel- 
bourne — a match inci- 
dentally in which I 
thought Petersen played 
a leading role in turning 
the tide after Australia 
was in trouble early — 


loving and playing dad, 
Hans, who was a star left 
winger with Ringwood 
Wilhelminia in the late 
50’s and early ’60’s. 

Melbourne HSC in the 
days when Atti Abonyi 
was king of the Hunga- 
rian-based club was 
Mike’s first junior club. 

At 13 he spent two 
years with Port Mel- 
bourne, then to Heidel- 
berg and now Brunswick 
Juventus in the West End 
National Soccer League. 

Representative _ hon- 
ours for Victoria from 
under 13 to 15 and his first 
Socceroo appearance 
against Udinese in 1985 is 
the summary of 
Petersen’s footballing 
career. 

Except of course the 
time with Ajax, and more 
importantly Arnold 
Muhren whose penetrat- 
ing lesson that “there is 
always things to learn and 
improve.” 


ATT! ABONY!: 


It is a point that could 
well take Mike Petersen 
to great heights with Aus- 
tralian Soccer. 


= ope st 


* in NZ’s Kevin Fallon’s case, and by Israeli supremo work on his speed to saying Petersen was 
Milenko Mihic. offer and was 37 years of _ improve. “great” “an ex- 
Mihic failed to attend the post-match conference in 28¢, he reinforced the “fm too slow and ceptional player with 
Melbourne, Fallon as we all know has been waging an principle that you never conscious of it”, and  suberb skills and 
incomprehensible war on the Australian media since €@S¢ to stop learning. “I'd also like to get more — vision”. 
time immemorial. enn f ot eon a shots on goal,” he com- Born in Melbourne on 
Again Fallon agreed, but then refused an interview ‘ mented. May 6,. 1965, Petersen 
with SBS TV’s De Maca consciously try to apply Petersen has a ee much to his Soccer Dutch Master — ARNOLD MUHREN 


snubbed by Fallon. 

The telecast was going direct to New Zealand and it 
was of interest and one would think important that the 
national coach speak to his supporters and give his 
views on the game. 

But back to the Sydney media conference, with only 
Chinese Taipei and Australia’s Frank Arok in attend- 
ance along with a large media corps hopefully to get 
some news on the big match at the new Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

Most of us had already spoken to Arok earlier in the 
morning or at the Socceroo training session, and were 
there to get the New Zealand and Israeli news and 
views. 

Most had gone to great lengths to get there and most 
involved in Australia anyhow go to great lengths to 
fight for time and space in sporting Sydney town. 

The boycott by national coaches does little to help the 
media’s cause it does nothing to enhance football’s im- 
age in this town (Sydney). 

I feel FIFA should come down hard on prima donna 
coaches who neglect their responsibility to the media. 

A final note and on a personal level. 
One of the greatest men I’ve known was my grand- 
father, who was a Kiwi through and through. 

He would turn in his grave if he thought that the right 
thing was not being down by New Zealand sport. 


Mike Petersen--Paul Wade 
Oscar Crino--Alan Davidson 
Graham Jennings--Alex Tobin 
John Kosmina--Mike Gibson 
Andy Koczka--Scott Ollerenshaw 
Alan Hunter--Gary McDowall 
Jimmy Patikas--Graham Arnold 
Frank Farina--Wally Savor 


Tommy McCulloch--David Mitchell 
SHUUAADUANAUOAEOATAOUEGSACOUTALEOUEU DOU EQEOUSOUSOSUEEO EU EEUOOE AES EOSD EET AOE 


Score a Million 
with the 


ok 


Murray set up the post-match interview only to be UIE AM Tt ET Re 


Who Rooms with who 
when the Socceroos are : 


away on tour... 
Jeff Olver—Charlie Yankos 


John Kosmina terrorises the New Zealand defence at the weekend. He 


rooms with Michael Gibson when with the Socceroos. 


One: 


Remember, only 
Lotto gives you 
a chance at a 

million every 


lime you play. 
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SBS-TV TO TRACK 
SOCCEROOS IN N.Z. 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


-SBS-TV will join the Australian Socceroos in 


New Zealand to cover the second part of the 


Les Murray, SBS-TV’s 
polished Soccer presen- 
ter and associate produc- 
er, told ASW last night: 
“Our guys will be over 
there to bring back to 
Australia full coverage. 

“I won't be there this 
time as we have three 
other Soccer program- 


__ 


Ss 


current Olympic Games qualifying series. 


mes to screen on the local 
scene, including two 
‘Sport Reports’ as well as 
‘World Soccer’. 

“But we are sending 
our commentary team, 


Mike Hill and Johnny 
Warren across, who will 
track the 
progress.” 


Socceroos’ 


SBS-TV presenter Les Murray 


WORLD SOCCER. 


Tune in for your exciting exclus- 
ive coverage of a big international match. 
Plus soccer news, highlights and scores 


SATURDAY 5.30PM 
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from around 
the world. 


Ace 
Mike Hill told ASW last 


commentator 


night: “Australia has 
one foot in Seoul already 
and with David Mitchell 
coming back from Hol- 
land plus Alan Davidson, 
Graham Jennings and 
Mike Petersen all ex- 
pected to be fit by the end 
of the week, the Soccer- 
oos must be rated 
favourites. 

“Don’t forget, Frank 
Arok will also adopt 
away-game tactics and 
thus is liable to change 
many of Australia’s 
strategies.” 


SBS will cover all three 
matches played by Aus- 
tralia in Christchurch, 
Wellington and _ finally 
Auckland. 


Australia vs 
Israel 
On Sunday, (March 
20th) Australia plays 
Israel (local time 
AES.T. 1am). 
SBS will be on the side- 


lines at Christchurch to 
telecast this crucial 
match back to Australia 
live on Sunday morning 
from 10.55 am local time. 

Despite their 2-0 loss 
to the Socceroos in Mel- 
bourne, the Israelis will 
come back with a veng- 
ence. 

Both Avi Cohen and 
Roni Rosenthal will be in 
Israel's line-up. 


Rosenthal is due back 
in Sydney from Belgium 
tomorrow and will fly out 
for New Zealand with the 
Israeli squad on Friday. 

Israel’s 5-1 demolition 
of Chinese-Taipei last 
Sunday served warning, 
and believe me they have 
no intention of meekly 
surrendering their air- 
tickets for Korea to the 
Olympic Games finals in 
September. 

Let’s not forget for one 
moment Frank Arok’s 


latest and freshest recruit 
who still has not played in 
this series as yet. 


N.Z. vs Australia 


Next Wednesday 
(March 23rd) in Welling- 
ton, our Socceroos face 
the Kiwis in the return 
clash that New Zealand’s 
coach Kevin Fallon 
promises will give Aus- 
tralia no joy. 

The big Englishman 
coldly threatened: “I will 


have Malcolm Dunford 
and Grant Turner back 
fully fit for this one and 
Australia will know 
they’ve been in a game, I 
can tell you right now. 

“Tl make Australia 
crawl over broken glass 
before they go to Seoul.” 

If one can believe Fal- 
lon, Australia may face a 
bloodbath next 
Wednesday. 

The ice-cold Fallon, 
arrogantly continued his 
threats with: “New Zea- 
land will collect six points 


at home — I can tell you 
Tight now.” 

SBS-TV will delay 
telecast this match with 
highlights on Sport Re- 
port at 7pm with a full re- 
play later next Wednes- 
day night at 11pm. 


Australia vs 
Chinese-Taipei 
Sunday week, (March 

27th), the Socceroos stack 
up for their last match in 
the tournament against 
the vastly improved 


The Stary OF 
gline World Keup yaar 


URUGUAY 1930 TO MEXICO 1986 


Chinese-Taipei. 

Hopefully by the 
Australia will ha 
accumulated enou 
points to render this cla 
as purely academic. 

Australia’s bo: 
Frank Arok, has alwa 
maintained that 10 poit 
would be enough to wv 
this series with the wi 
ner going straight in 
Korea. 

If Australia h 
already qualified befc 
this match, the game v 
not be telecast. 


z 


50 years of spectacular sports action of the greatest garne of them all. 
Superb profiles of stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 


P.0. Box 406 


Please tick oO 


BROADWAY NSW 2007 
Please forward ... 


VHS (J BETA 


| enclose my cheque/money order for §.... 


credit card 


MASTER CARD [TTT TTTITTI TIT) 


VISA 
BANKCARD 


Signature 
Name... 


THIS IS EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE 
TO READERS OF THE ASW 


WEST END SOCCER LEAGUE 


MATCH OF THE DAY. 


Les Murray presents a complete cover- 
age of the most important match of the 
day, with commentators Mike Hill & Johnny 


CH 16, 1988 


Sa 


Warren calling 
all the action. 


SUNDAY 5.30PM 


team managers like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI, 

behind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of 

Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. 

TO: CELEBRITY SPORTS INTERNATIONAL P/L 
C/- AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 


copies of ‘The Story of The World Cup’ 
video/s at $39.00 each plus $3,00 post and handling. 


» Of charge my 


Expiry date. 5 <:.<-<5-.-.2 


THE SUN Britain's biggest 
selling newspaper said, 

“A WORLD CUP CRACKER 
— A MUST FOR FANS OF 


ALL AGES 
— WORLDWIDE” 


SBS 1409 


- tahoe 


aR UI OED 


at THe new SYDNEY FOOTBALL STADIUM 
SUNDAY AT 7.30PM 
(Youth League) — syaney olympic v Wollongong City 5.30pm 
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COACH-MICK HICKMAN 


All you wanted to 


cer F ans! know about the 


game of Soccer in 
Australia. 


Soc 
A TREAT YOU 
CANNOT MISS... 


w NO matter whether you are interested 
in all Soccer, or your own section of it; 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER ANNUAL has your 
area well and truly covered. 


vk EVERY NSL club has its own sector, and 
bright news is there on every State and 


event... 
—_o0o— 


What all Soccer followers have been 
waiting for, the Australian Soccer Annual, 
is now available at your newsagent . . . Ask 

for it by name. 

We've got the Soccer Scene covered. 


COACH-JOHN FLEMING 


DON’T MISS OUT! 


Secure your 
copy now 


’ 
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That friendly fellow IAN GRAY is aiming to reclaim a 


Socceroo spot. On current form he should be again on 
Frank Arok’s list of distinct possibilities. Since joining 
Marconi over four years ago he has travelled to training 
and home matches right across Sydney from the Manly 
Warringah district to Bossley Park. Now he has made 
Fairfield his home and should benefit from being right 


on the spot. 


Alan McKenzie, a centre 
back from Dundee in 
Scotland and out here on 
a teacher exchange 
scheme, could be playing 
in the West End League. 

Now settled in his new 
job, he is ready to consid- 
er a return to the field, 
and has already had a 
tentative approach from 
Adelaide City. 

He is a friend of Alby 
Kidd, Hellas’ Scottish im- 
port who has vouched for 
the defender’s ability. 

McKenzie expects to be 
here for two years. 


o 


Wonder what players 
think when they see re- 
plays of incidents in 
which they were penal- 
ised? 

We're refering to those 
who gesticulate, shake 
their heads and appeal to 
the referee after a tackle 
which most can see was 
blatant even without the 
TV replays. 

Certainly there is often 
a lot of gamesmanship to 
try and influence a re- 
feree or linesman, but if it 
wasn’t so ridiculous some 
of the protests would be 


amusing. 
The worrying thing is 
that perhaps some of 


these players think they 
really haven't done any 
wrong. 


o 


A press report from Mel- 
bourne quoted Israeli, 


captain Uri Malmilian as 
‘Mal Milian’. 


ge 


PATRIOTIC. Jimi 


Wollongong City coach 
JOHN FLEMING 
knows what it means to 
start the season on a high 
note and then trail later. 
It happened in 1986, 
when the Wolves 
narrowly dropped from 
the recast NSL after 
heading the ladder ear- 
lier. Fleming is deter- 
mined to get his team 
back on the road, but star 
forward Robert Giraldi’s 
broken leg and the strong 
Randell Easthorpe’s sus- 


pension isn’t helping. 
o 
PETER KATHOLOS ° 


has taken a while to settle 
in at Marconi after skip- 
ping on from Apia and 
Sydney Olympic in quick 
succession. 

“His one touch football 
has linked in well now 
with David Lowe and 
Ziatko Nastevski. 

We can expect more 
from him now,” coach 


Berti Mariani said. 
® 
No mistaking where 


Andrew Bernal is situ- 
ated. During his SBS-TV 
interview on the 
weekend the East Angli- 
can accent was coming 
over loud and clear. In his 
first team debut for 
second division Ipswich 
Town, Bernal was voted 
man of the match in the 
2-0 win over Hull City. 


The exclusive choice of 8) 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and 
ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES 


JAN GRAY forges ahead for Marconi. 


ASF president Sir Arthur 
George has been in Saudi 
Arabia for a FIFA execu- 
tive meeting, and an in- 
spection of the magnifi- 
cent new 60,000 seat sta- 
dium in Riyadh, which 
will be the focal point for 
the World Youth Cham- 
pionship next January. 


4 


JOHN KOSMINA, Aus- 
tralia’s lethal internatio- 
nal striker, had his com- 
pany car stolen from out- 
side his house. 

“Kossie,” who works 
for NIKE, had the car 
fully loaded with their 
products which proved a 
bonanza for the thieves. 

The car was found last 
Friday by one of Kosmi- 
na’s friends. 
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Former NSW _ State 
League player Cliff Man- 
gan is now the national 
secretary of the very ac- 
tive Australian Schools 
Soccer Federation. He is 
a teacher at Keebra Park 


State High School at 
Southport, on the 
Queensland Gold Coast. 


® 


With Brisbane Lioas cap- 
tain Frank Liddell among 
the NSL players unavail- 
able for Queensland’s 
tour of Fiji this year, 
Maroons coach Bruce 
Stowell must find a new 
captain. And Coalstars 
striker Mark Brusasco, 
the son of QSF boss Ian, is 
a strong tip for the posi- 
tion. Brusasco had a 
strong season in the 
Maroons undefeated pro- 
gram last year and aver- 
aged nearly a goal a game. 
He is a player who com- 
mands tremendous re- 
spect within the XXXX 
League and could prove 
to be an indeal replace- 
ment for Liddell. 


°o 


NEW ZEALAND’s cap- 
tain, Malcom Dunford, 
was flown back to New 
Zealand last Friday mor- 
ning for urgent treat- 
ment. 

Dunford injured his 
groin against Israel last 
Wednesday and the Kiwi 
coach, Kevin Fallon felt 
it would be wise that 
Dunford returned home 
immediately. 


o 


It is to be hoped that the 
Australian Soccer 
Federation can shield in- 
tensely patriotic JIM 
PATIKAS . from the 
wrath of Greek club 
AEK. He came to Austra- 
lia at the ASF’s behest 
and doesn’t deserve to 
suffer because of it. Some 
comments being made 
could be compounding 
any problems inherent in 
the likeable Jimmy’s 
position. 


Andrew Bernal was all set 
to meet up with another 
English-based _— Aussie, 
David Oldfield in an 
Ipswich Town v Luton 
Town reserve team 
match. 


o 


Some big name overseas 
Soccer identities could 
turn up at the launch of 
the super six Indoor 
Tournament in Brisbane 
on March 23. The may 
tournament will feature 
teams from Arsenal, 
Manchester City and 
Nottingham Forest as 
well at state teams from 
Queensland, Victoria 
and NSW. Tournament 
promoter Bob White has 
spent the past month in 
the UK where he has clin- 
ched British television 
coverage. A huge spon- 
sor also has been signed 


and the tournament 
launch is tipped to be a 
huge spectacular. The 


word is that White is 
bringing back with him 
several big names from 
UK Soccer to ensure the 
launch gains saturation 
media coverage. _—If 
successful this year, the 
tournament 
held next year in Sydney 


and the year after in Mel- P' 


bourne. 


® 


Signs are there that the 
end of the playing road is 
near for Bugsy Nysko- 
hus, the 38-year-old 
Adelaide City captain. 

The sweeper had to 
leave the field twice with- 
in a week with a ham- 
string problem. 

And it could be that he 
has not fully recovered 
from his close-season 
ankle operation, and that 
his old war wounds are 
beginning to catch up 
with him. 

However, he won't 
hear of retirement — at 
least until the end of the 
season. 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR SPORT 
SERIOUSLY 


“could be Par 


Blacktown City manager Peter Thorne is nothing if 
not confident of the club’s future. “We orginally set 
out a three year plan to go back into the National 
League. Things have come into place much quicker, 
30 the idea is to be back next year,” he said. 

Although the club must depend upon the local 
population and not a single ethnic group, Thorne re- 
mains confident of the road ahead. “We will be there 
in the future. Have a look and see which other clubs 
will be with us then,” he stated. The Demons’ big 
assets are their professionalism and the excellent pro- 
fitability of their licensed club, which is so well situated 
in the western suburb of Seven Hills. The club owns its 
extremely valuable eight acre property and football 


ground. 


Sydney Olympic’s 


versatile defender 


ROBERT 


HOOKER had reason for joy on two counts, but it all 
turned sour for the capable youngster. After winning a 
piace in the Olympic Games squad he had to forego it 
when Graham Jennings recovered from a severe virus 
and was reinstated into the squad. It all happened on 
his 21st birthday, which compounded the misery. But 
for a 21 year old to be included in the Winfield Soccer- 
oos along with mature defenders such as Wally Savor, 
Charlie Yankos and Gary McDowall points to the likli- 
hood of a bright future for him. Unfortunately he had 
just surrendered his job as a courier to join the squad. 


ROBBIE HOOKER proudly accepts an award from 
Johnny Warren last year. 


One wonders if two top 
Soccer bosses who 
argued in public at a re- 


cent Melbourne repre- 
sentative game will be 
carpeted. After all, 


coaches, players and club 
Officials are required to 
come up before the au- 
thorities. Verbal clashes 
should be restricted to 
meetings. 


o 


JOHN KOSMINA’s re- 
turn to top form at 31 is 
being hailed from many 


directions. He readily 
admits that he was below 


in 1987 and felf that 
his Socceroo days were 
ast. 

But strict attention to 
fitness and diet turned 
him around. “I feel 
mentally tough again — it 
is a case of a new matur- 
ity,” he explained. 


o 


You could excuse Ade- 
laide City _ president 
Charlie Caruso for blow- 
ing his top when his team 
lost its Beach Fashions 
Cup quarter final on top 
of the local Ampol Cup 
semi-final, and a league 
match. 

But he kept his cool and 
said: “Forget it. Go out 
now and concentrate on 
the league.” 

However his patience 
won't hold out for ever. 


Tvautre 


MupripLt 


Be On CONN D Heme cer eats 


There are good reports on 
the form of EMANUEL 
SPANOUDAKIS, the de- 
fender who moved from 
Sydney Olympic to Syd- 
ney Croatia. He had some 
first team experience with 
Olympic, but few will 
realise that he is still only 
19 years of age. 


® 


Maroubra-Queens Park 
Soccer Club in the NSW 
Second Division kicked 
off in style at Coral Sea 
Park last week against 
Gladesville Hornsby. 
NSW Minister for the 
Environment Bob Carr 
was on deck to do the job. 


®o 


WHILST thoughts have 
been focussed on the out- 
come for Australia in the 
Olympic Games football 
tournament, another 
point of interest hovers in 
the background. All pre- 
liminary games for the 
1990 World Cup in Italy 
must be settled by 
November 30, 1989 — 
really not that far away. 


o 


CCAE COACH Steve 
Darby and Peter Hugg 
have been appointed to 
take over the ACT Dire- 
ctor of coaching duties 
until after the -repre- 
sentative season, The 
appointments, subject to 
the completion of 
negotiations with the 
pair, were made at an 
ACTSF executive meet- 
ing and follow the res- 
ignation of Mark 
Brogan. 
fen pematcly STaee 


AO fea FV Vases 


_ second highest 


STEVE GLOCKNER, former young Socceroo striker. 


Melville slates $12,500 
transfer fee total 


4“ 


‘A tragedy” — that 
was the reaction 
from XXXX League 
club Eastern Sub- 
urbs when the QSF 
management com- 
mittee valued Wyn- 
num trio Billy 
McDermott, _ Geoff. 
Maltby and Dave 
Newburn collective- 


ly at $12,500. 
All three, who had 
played throughout the 


Pre-season with the Ti- 
gers, were placed on the 
transfer list at $5000. An 
appeal to the manage- 
ment committee result in 
no change to McDermott 
and Maltby’s price and a 
reduction of Mewburn’s 
to $2500. 

On learning the result 

- of the appeal, Easts can- 
ned all plans to buy any of 
three who are now set to 
see the season out with 
their Division Two club. 
“It's a tragedy because it 
buries them ‘in Division 
Two forever. It’s a joke 
as their fees are com- 
pletely out of propor- 
tion,” said East president 
Ross Melville. 

“It’s a say day for local 
Soccer and Easts have no 
intention of pursuing the 
matter any further as we 
refuse to be a party to 
artificially inflating the 
Queensland transfer 
market.”” 


It was the second time 
this season the manage- 


_ment committee has 
taised eyebrows on 
appeal decisions. 


A month ago it set 

' Frank Mengotti’s max- 

imum transfer fee at 

$20,000, making him the 

intra- 
State transfer ever. 


Melville claimed the 


___ appeal-set fees were out- 


tageous considering the 
three players’ back- 
grounds. McDermott, 
the most exciting of the 
trio, is a Wynnum junior 
Product with only two 
season of XXXX League 
football to his credit. 

He has been picked in 
state youth teams and a 
Brisbane side. _ Easts 
offered $2500 for the 21- 
year-old midfielder- 
striker. 

Maltby, another Wyn- 
num junior product, also 
is a former state youth 
Player. But according to 
Melville, just 12 months 
ago Wynnum wanted 
only $2500 for the striker 
when Lions made 
approaches. The Rich- 
lands club rejected the 
fee as too high. 
~ Mewburn, a goalkeep- 
er, was bought by Wyn- 
num from Mitchelton 
four years ago for just 
$800. 


Melville claimed the 
fees were illogical when 
compared to the $1400 
for which Easts sold NSL 
experienced striker Jim 
McDonagh to North star 
a month earlier. 

He said the club now 
would look overseas to 
bolster its squad. “We 


- ae ‘ ony. 
JIM McDONAGH sweeps into attack. 


have an option on a strik- 
er with an English Divi- 
sion Two club. It will cost 
us just $3000 to bring him 
to Australia,” Melville 
said. 

Melville also called for 
changes to the appeal sys- 
tem in which players Tep- 
resented themselves and 
the buying club was not 
involved. 

“In many cases the 
official from the selling 
club is a businessman or 
quite articulate and can 
present a very good case 
for the transfer fee not to 
be reduced. The player 
then goes in and often is 
Over-awed, inexperi- 
enced or simply uncer- 
tain what he should say. 

“As a_ result many 
Players fail to present a 
very convincing argu- 
ment as to why their fee 


should be reduced,” 
Melville said. 
A QSF spokesman 


said the appeal system 
had worked well in the 
Past and pointed out the 
fee set was only the 
maximum. 

“A maximum transfer 
fee was set in each case 
and the two clubs can still 
g0 back and negotiate,” 
the spokesman said. 


Olympic 
in this 


year’s Queensland XXXX League. 


Although traditionally 


» a Greek-supported club, 


and indeed their squad 
contains a number of 
boys from Greek back- 
grounds, their stars this 
year could be internatio- 
nals from three different 
countries. 

Fijian international 
Cheetha Vosuga has 
been outstanding in the 
pre-season and was the 
central figure in Olympic 
United reaching last 
week’s XXXX_pre-sea- 
son tournament final. 

The gifted midfielder 
has set his sights on mak- 
ing the Queensland team 
to play the Fiji National 
team in May and if he 
maintains his form will be 
hard to leave out. 


Also in the Olympic 


| side are Philippines in- 


ternationals Elmer Bedia 
and Jim Eslao. 

Bedia, 25, has been 
playing for his national 
team since he was 18 and 
was the side’s captain un- 
til he was lured to Olym- 
pic United last year by 
then coach Juan Cutillas, 
the former Philippines 
national coach. 

Bedia and Eslao are 
brilliant ball players with 


seemingly endless 
amounts of skill. 
The other two in- 


ternational at Olympic 
are Australians — for- 
mer young Socceroo 
striker Stephen Glock- 
ner and Australian in- 
ternational of the 70's, 
Ian Johnston, the Olym- 
pic United coach. 


AIS players 
out on bond 


THE Queensland 
Soccer Federation is 
to push for a system 
of bonding for Aus- 
tralian Institute of 
Sport Soccer stu- 
dents. 

The QSF believes that 
students who are 
coached with public 
money at the Canberra 
complex have an obliga- 
tion to Australian Soccer 
and the Sport’s fans to 
play here. 

“Tt was concerned us 
that a growing number of 
AIS students are heading 
Overseas at the comple- 
tion of their scholarships. 
Overseas clubs are Teap- 
ing the benefits of our in- 
vestments,” said QSF 
president Ian Brusasco. 

The QSF believes 
quick action must be 
taken by the Australian 

t Federation as 
many sports are trying to 
get into the Institute. 

“If young _ institute 
players heading overseas 
becomes the tend rather 
than the exception, 
others sports may use the 
issue as a lever to replace 
Soccer at the AIS,” 
Brusasco warned. 

The QSF has asked for 
the matter to be placed 
on the agenda for the 
next ASF executive. 


meeting. 


Glockner showed 
great promise with Bris- 
bane City when he was 
picked in the 1983 youth 
team which went to Mex- 
ico, although he failed to 
get a game on tour. 
Whether that sapped his 
confidence or not is de- 
bateable, but on his re- 
turn his form began to fall 
away. 

He switched to Olym- 
pic United and while pro- 
ving an asset never Teally 
lived up to the potential 
he showed as a teenager. 

But this year looks to 
be different. Glockner is 
hungry for goals again, 
and he is also doing a 
tremendous among of 
work up front for his 
team-mates. 


Chilling 
prospect 


“THE Fridge” and 
“The Freezer” — 
that’s what's being 
tipped as the latest 
Lions attacking 
combination that 
could send _ chills 
down the spine of 
every defence. 

“The Fridge” is the 
nickname of Lions New 
Zealand striker Grant 


Lightbown, who proved 
a huge success last year 
after being lured from 
Auckland. 


GRANT LIGHTBOWN 


The powerfully _ buiit 
Lightbown has surprised 
National League defence 
this season with _ his 
surprising speed, robust 
style and a direct sense 
for goals. 

A recent shoulder in- 
jury forced him out of 
Lions recent game 
against Sydney Croatia 
— but it proved to be a 
blessing in disguise. A 
gamble by coach Juan 
Cutillas resulted in him 
finding the other half off 
his electric pair. 

Rough and ready 20- 
year-old Nick Meredith 
proved a senation as a 
striker and finished the 
game with a hat-trick. 
The former postman had 
only ever played pre- 


_ viously as a midfielder or. 
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BY GREG RUSSELL 


WITH a first team squad which could double 
as a United Nations delegation, 
United could be the Surprise team 


Johnston, the former 
Brisbane City Striker, is 
in his first year as a club 
coach and has been 
quickly accepted by his 
players, who respect an 
honest down the middle 
approach, 

And Johnston is re- 
lishing the wide assort- 
ment of Soccer talents at 
Olympic. 

“Cheetha and the Phi- 
lippines boys play a com- 
pletely different style to 
the European football we 
have all been watching 
and modelling our games 
on for such a long time. 

“Cheetha in _ parti- 
cularly is so unorthodox 
and unpredictable. His 
Opponents just don’t 
know what he is doing 
next,” Johnston said. 

“After half a season 

with Olympic last year, 
his team-mates are now 
beginning to understand 
the way Cheetha plays 
and they are all combin- 
ing well.” 
- Johnston said he wants 
Olympic to play a simple 
quick-passing game, and 
was impressed with the 
way his young team had 
adapted. 

“As a former striker I 
felt it was best that our 
defence was as strong as 


SOCCER 


possible. I’ve been work- 
ing on that and the back- 
line is going very well,” 
Johnston said. 


Adding strength to the 
back four has been in the 
return of club favourite, 
Mick Cerneka. Cerneka 
injured his knee early in 
the season and under- 
went an arthroscopy. 
The doctors advised him 
that he had cruciate liga- 
ment damage. 

Their choice was for 
Cerneka to undergo an 
operation immediately 
and be sidelined for 12 
months, or to play on and 
desperately hope the ten- 
don stays strong. 


With a Queensland 
tour of Fiji this year on 
offer, Cerneka has opted 
to gamble. 4 

“T figured that if ever I 
was going to do it, this 
year had to be it. I'll be 
giving it my best shot and 
hope the knee Stays 
strong,” he said, 


QUEENSLAND took another giant step to- 
wards harnessing its vast country talent 
when Queensland director of coaching 
Bruce Stowell Staged a special seminar last 
week. 


Stowell brought together his regional directors of 
coaching for the first time. Peter Kelly, Richard Evans 
and Ray Pocock spent two days with Stowell 
their roles, exchanging ideas and planning for the next 
12 months. 

Stowell and his regional directors rated the seminar 
a huge success. 

“We will be hoping to make it an annual event,” 
Stowell said. 

Queensland country is fast becoming the prime 
breeding ground for quality senior players and already 
the biggest hits in Brisbane this year have been country 
boys. 

State under 16 players, Mark Geritz, Glenn Shep- 
pard and Chris Slater — who were all unearthed by the 
Queensland coaching system, have been quck to adapt 
to Brisbane Football and loom as stars of the future. 

“There is a lot of talent in the country areas, but it is 
so vast someone can easily be missed, Particularly if 
they are a late developer,” Stowell said. 

“By working together, hopefully myself and the re- 
gional directors will get to see as many players as possi- 


_ ble. and give them every chance to make the most of 
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IN recent years when Soccer people have got 
together and the question of who might, or 
should coach the Canberra Griffins is raised, 
one name has invariably come into the con- 
versation — Tom Sermanni. 


Sermanni, the loyal 
club servant with a back- 
ground in full-time Soc- 
cer in Britain; Sermanni, 
the personable school 
teacher with definite and 
well-thought-out views 
on how the game should 
be played; Sermanni, the 
midfield inspiration 
whose game has _ im- 
proved with his maturing 
years. 

And now he has it. 
With the club low in the 
water and its top players 
taking to the lifeboats in 
droves, captain Serman- 
ni was called to the 
bridge, his Mission Im- 
possible: Keep the Grif- 
fins afloat and steer them 
through another season 
in the NSW State 
League. 

It would have daunted 
many men, but Sermanni 
has quietly gone about 
the task, solving the 
problems methodically, 
one at a time. 

And gradually _ pro- 
gress was made. Most of 
last season’s staff were 
persuaded to re-sign, 
with the addition of 
George Kulscar who was 
back in town after a spell 
with St George, and Gary 
Cole, assistant coach at 


the Australian Institute 
of Sport, who was itching 


to make a comeback on . 


the field. 

Throughout the diffi- 
cult pre-season weeks he 
has had to confront play- 
ers angry at being told 
their wages would be cut, 
almost every day there 
were rumours of this and 
that individual refusing 
to re-sign, of player re- 
volt the seething dissa- 
tisfaction. 


It was a_ traumatic 
time, especially as he had 
some sympathy for many 
of the older players who. 
had built their lifestyle on 
the extra earnings they 
obtained from Soccer. 

“But the club has to be 
more important than the 
individual and this 
year the club does not 
have the money it had in 
the past,” he said. 


“Tt is the only way we 
can produce a winning 
side — and that is the 
foundation of everything 
we are trying to build,” 
he said. 


“The supporters are 


happier when we are win- 
ning; a string of good re- 
sults breeds confidence 
and confidence produces 


Tom Sermanni at 
Canberra’s helm 


better performances — 
and the key to all this is 
fitness. 

“Luckily I have always 
worked on my fitness so I 
can always fulfil per- 
sonally what I demand of 
the others. 

“I think there will be 
three or four teams ahead 
of us in experience and 
ability this season. We 
can hold our own with the 


But Sermanni the 
coach is only one side of 
the coin. As an employee 
he is desperately anxious 
to see the Griffins pros- 
per off the field as well. 

“We must get away 
from the image of being a 
Greek club. We aren’t 
now and really, we never 
were. The first team has 
always been multi-natio- 
nal. 

“We need the support 
of the entire Canberra 
community and we must 
get back into the NSL as 
soon as possible. 

“I don’t think the local 
clubs quite realise how 
much the Griffins are 
needed — that it is no 
coincidence the  club’s 


Canberra Griffins in training. Pictured here are lan Murray and Peter 


Mazis. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


You can receive.a mailed subscription copy of 
Australia's premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly” to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


*EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR $80.00 
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It's a showdown be- 
tween two of last year’s 
league title contenders — 
Adelaide Hellas even- 
tually won the crown — 
and candidates for this 
year’s premiership plus a 
crack at the West End 
National League. 

Add the fact that the 
1988 winter league sea- 
son kicks off on Saturday 
March 19 and you have 
the makings of a thriller 
use the pair meet 
at Hindmarsh in the 
opening round! 

With a break to allow 
the playing of the Olym- 
pic Games qualifiers last 
week, both of tonight’s 
contenders come up fully 
fit. 
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years in the NSL coin- 
cided with the emergence 
of youngsters of the qual- 
ity of Jason Dunn, Peter 
Mazis, Vic Fernandez, 
John Nelson and Tony 
Giannasca. 

“With the top Soccer 
in the country on their 
doorstep they all had 
something to aim for. If 
all that’s available is the 
ACT League, the stan- 
dards will certainly de- 
cline.” 

He is critical of the lack 
of proper promotion — 
especially when the team 
was doing well. 

“Poor publicity has led 
to poor attendances and 
while people tend to al- 
ways blame the players 
and coaches for that, a lot 
must be laid at the door of 
past administrations. In 
many ways Soccer seems 
to e bent on self destruc- 
tion. 

“The crowds we are 
getting are tragic when 
you consider the huge 


junior base the game 
has.” 
Sermanni has had 


plenty of experience of 
Soccer struggle. Before 
coming to Australia he 
played four seasons with 
Albion Rovers in the 
Scottish second division; 
he moved to Blackpool 
who were promptly rele- 
gated to the English 
third, then battled on 
with little Torquay Un- 
ited in the fourth. 

It is an acquaintance 
with adversity which will 
fit him well for the season 


; ahead. All true friends of 


the game will wish him 
well. 


Olympic at new stadium 


ON Sunday night 
Sydney Olympic will 
move into their new 
home ground, the 
$62 million Sydney 
Football Stadium for 
their clashwith Wol- 
Jongong City. 


THE SA Ampol Cup final between Adelaide 
Hellas and Salisbury tonight (Wednesday) is 
more than just a battle for cash and a trophy. 


FROM TOM McKAIN 


And there is an added 
bonus for Salisbury with 
forwards Tony  Gas- 
paretto and Tim Brown 
returning after one- 
match suspensions. 


Salisbury beat Camp- 
belltown 2-1 in the semi- 
finals while Hellas 
accounted for West End 
National League club 
Adelaide City in a penal- 
ty shoot-out after a 1-1 
draw. 

On paper Hellas are 
favorites tonight. 

They stormed through 
the minor round with 
midfielder and captain 
Alby Kidd leading the 
charge. 


Strikers George Kon- 
standopoulos, _ . Richard 


Adelaide U18s for Italy 


Sree 


Sponsor Mr Gordon Pickard of Fairmont Homes with A.C.E. captain Robbie 
Caporaso of Campbelltown City, with the trophy which will be at stake in a 
match in Tufara. 


IT's all happening for youngsters from three Adelaide clubs. 

The under 18s from Adelaide City, Campbelltown and Eastern District Azzurri 
—under the A.C.E. banner —are almost at their peak for games in Italy. 

The main contests will come in Scafati, against teams from West Germany, 
Canada, Spain, Denmark and Turin. 

But there is a special warm-up game in Tufara, 50ks from the main yenue, on 
March 27. 

It will be against the local amateur side as part of a drive for funds for the Tufara 
team which does not have its own ground. 


The A.C.E. squad was persuaded to play in the warm-up by one of its major 
sponsors, Gordon Pickard, managing director of Fairmont Homes, the company 
which is one of Adelaide City’s West End National League sponsors. 

Mr Pickard has Adelaide friends from Tufara, and friends in the Italian town 
which he has visited. 

Adelaide identities Alfredo Russo, Luigi Abete and Gentile Pirone all came 
from Tufara, and suggested a challenge game. 


Fairmont Homes agreed to put up a clash incentive while the National Bank 
Glynde Branch in Adelaide donated a trophy through Mr Giulio Pacifico. 

The match will be played at Montesarchio, a town close to Tufara and home of 
the latter’s club until it gets its own headquarters. 

Apart from the international series over Easter, the youngsters will be taken to 
see Napoli train and meet superstar Diego Maradona. 


was when he steered his 
men to victory over St 
George. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Hellas, Salisbury in double dose 


Olympic will play its 
next 10 home league 
games at this superb, 
futuristically designed 
venue. 

But the home side will 
again be without their 
coach Eddie Thomson 
and ace striker John Kos- 


Preston and Gary Price 
were in shooting moods 
and big Paul Blute aw- 
some in the middle of the 
park, and ball player 
Jimmy Keramidas a 
menace, 


Apart from  Gas- 
paretto and Brown the 
Berries have match-win- 
ners in the brilliant young 
striker Carl Veart and 


English import Peter 
Griffins in his midfield 
roll. 

This looks a magic 


final. 


Looking ahead to the 
Saturday you can repeat 
all the above, unless 
there are some suspen- 
sions, when the pair 
again meet. 

Apart from the Hellas- 
Salisbury clash Ampol 
semi-finalists Campbell- 
town are away to pro- 
moted Cumberland, an 
unknown quantity as it 
was not in’ the. Ampol 


mina, both of whom 
leave Sydney Airport 
tomorrow night with the 
Australian Socceroos for 
New Zealand. 

Mick Hickman, 
Thomson’s reliable assis- 
tant, will again be in 
charge of Olympic as he 


series, while Adelaide 
City, the reserve squad of 
the NSL side, is home to 
Beograd, which failed in 
the night Soccer. 

Birkalla, another team 
not in the summer com- 
petition, is home to 
Croatia, who had mixed 
Ampol fortunes includ- 
ing loss of points for field- 
ing an ineligible player. 

Para Hills, who also 
lost points for the same 
reason and didn’t ‘collect 
a point, visits Polonia. 

They ‘also failed to 
quality in the top seven 
for the Ampol Cup, but 
enter 1988 with an im- 
ported Polish coach, and 
they hope, the arrival of 
two players from Poland. 

Like Cumberland, 
Modbury take the field as 
newly promoted 
“chums” and at home are 
an unknown quantity 
against Lion, who were 
edged out of the Ampol 


‘semi-finals. 


Terry Patalis will fill in 
for Kosmina and join 
Marshall Soper in the 
attack. 

Olympic’s president 
Ken Kotsapas told ASW 
Jast night; 

“With Wollongong 
City and us sitting on top 
of the League ladder 
together, it’s going to be a 
‘battle royale’. 

“Our sponsors, ‘Cris- 
co’ and ‘Fyna Construc- 
tions’ will be supplying 
free give-aways on Sun- 
day night, including T- 
shirts, coasters, matches 
etc”. 

Wollongong City 
travels to Sydney, armed 
with their special guest 
player Alan Brazil who 
returns to Australia on 
Friday morning. 

Both sides are ex- 
pected to have their full 
line-ups (Kosmina_ ex- 
cluded), with no injury or 
suspension problems. 


JOHN ECONOMOS 
Pa a aha a at 


BADGE 
EXCHANGE 


| am a Soccer fan and a 
Polish collector of metal 
badges. | would like to ex- 
change them with people 

from Australia. 
Mr Andrzej Wypysinski, 
91-144 LODZ 
TRAKTOROWA 88/5 
POLAND 


(i 


Stockton’s plans come adrift 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


“THE best laid plans of mice and men...” 
This old axiom could well apply to the Stockton Soccer Club. 


Stockton, which won the Northern NSW Second Division premiership in 1986 
and 1987, has been preparing for months for its entry into the First Division for 


the 1988 season. 


Its application to the Northern Federation’s Board of Directors for promotion 
included detailed plans for extensive improvements to its home ground, Corroba 


Oval. 


In conjunction, the club applied through the City of Newcastle Sports Council 
for a $15,000 loan on a dollar for dollar basis to offset the cost of work necessary 
to meet the Federation’s requirements. 

Last year, the Sports Council approved the application and placed it high on a 
priority list that then went to the Newcastle City Council to ratify. And that’s 
where Stockton’s plans struck a snag. 

The club learned recently that the priority listing had been changed and its loan 


may be in jeopardy. 


With the bulk of its $15,000 already expended on completed work at Corroba 
Oval, Stockton has been placed in an invidious position and has sought the 
assistance of the Northern NSW Federation to try to find out who was responsible 


for the change being made to the priority list and why. 


Booragul High Teacher 


DUDLEY LEWIS, a 
teacher at Booragul 
High School in the 
Lake Macquarie 
area, was recently in 
Canberra to arrange 
for the extension of 
the Bill Turner Under 
15 Schools Cup. 

The series is now being 


sponsored by the Com- = 


monwealth Bank. 


¥ 
DUDLEY LEWIS 

Lewis began his Soccer 
connection in the resort 
city of Coffs Harbour, 
before coming to 
Newcastle, another Soc- 
cer hotbed. 


ILLAWARRA 


Firstly positioned at 
Wallsend, he moved on 
to Lambton and then to 
Booragul. 

Amongst the tasks he 


has handled have been 
co-ordinator of the Tur- 
ner Cup and member of 
the executive of North- 
ern NSW Schools. 


NINETEEN penalty kicks were necessary to 


separate Newcastle Macedonia and Bel- 
mont-Swansea United in their second round 
pre-season competition match on Sunday. 


At full-time the teams 
were locked at 1-1 after 
Joe Delzotto had scored 
for Macedonia and 
David Ayliffe for Bel- 
mont Swansea. 


Macedonia then won a 
penalty shoot out 10-9. 

In other second round 
games decided on Sun- 


Says PHIL MURPHY 


THE signing of for- 
mer Rockdale and St 
George _ midfielder 
Ken Slaveski has 
given Wollongong 
Macedonia suppor- 
ters new hope for 
success in the State 
League. 


Macedonia battled to 
survive in the league last 
season but new coach 
Mike Johnson says things 
will change. 

After a dismal pre-sea- 
son build-up, Macedonia 


beat Canterbury and 
Yugal in their opening 
league matches. 


One of the features of 
those games was the form 
of Slaveski, who seems 
equally at home in mid- 
field or fullback. 

He arrived at Macedo- 
nia’s training just days 
before the Canterbury 
game along with another 
ex-St George player, 
striker Scott Hughes. 

Both were used as re- 
placements in the 2-1 win 


over Canterbury and 
both took the eye. 

Slaveski has pace and 
skill while Hughes 
showed he could be the 
goal-poacher Macedonia 
have lacked in recent 
seasons. 

Johnson said Slaveski 
is the one player who can 
make things happen for 
Wollongong. “I am very 
pleased with what he has 
done so far,” the coach 
said. 

“If I play him at the 
back it will give us that bit 
of pace we have lacked so 
far this year.” 

The two wins have 
lifted the Macedonia 
camp after Johnson had 
severely criticised the 
attitude of his players just 
three weeks ago. 

Johnson said some 
simply weren't fit be- 
cause they missed too 
Many training sessions 
but at that stage he wasn’t 
in a position to fine them. 

“T was very upset with 
what was happening dur- 
ing the State Bank Cup 


round robin pbyt,;didnjt 


day in the annual com- 
Petition conducted by the 
Weston Bears club: 
Adamstown 1 (Neil 
Owens) Weston 0, Cardiff 
2 (David Simm, Andrew 
Tate! Highfields Azzurri 
0, Lake Macquarie 3 
(Steve Bajzath, David 
Simpson, Craig Northey) 
Cessnock City 0. 
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JOE SENKALSKI (right) accepts congratulations from Ken Kaiser during 


Newcastle KB United days. 


Lake slip aids Azzurri 


CENTRAL defender 
lan Bannon will play 
this season with 
Highfields Azzurri as 
the result of an un- 
fortunate oversight 
by the Lake Mac- 
quarie club. 


Bannon had _ several 
good seasons with Wes- 
ton Bears after arriving 
from the UK before he 


Slaveski, Hughes fire W’gong 


Macedonia 


have a strong enough 
senior squad to impose 
too much discipline,” he 
said. 

“After we lost our last 
Cup game 3-1 to Can- 
berra I called the players 
together to read the riot 
act. 

“T told them they were 
being well paid to adopt a 
professional approach to 
the game and since then 
most of them have done 
this. 

“The overall attitude is 
alot better.” 

Former Wollongong 
City and Apia midfieder 
Zivko  Hristovski has 
shown his best form re- 
cently and was __parti- 
cularly strong in the 2-0 
win over Yugal. 

Johnson said Hristovs- 
ki has a key role to play 
for him this season. 

“He is a very experi- 
enced player even 
though he: isn’t that old 
and I expect him to be the 
inqamto wina lot of the ball 


for us this season,” John- 
son said. 

The good start to the 
league programme has 
created plenty of interest 


among Macedonia’s 
supporters. 
Secretary Bob 


Kezovski said his com- 
mittee were concerned 
that crowds would drop 
away badly after the 
team’s poor showing in 
pre-season matches. 

“We asked our 
supporters to stick with 
the team and had a goot 
crowd when we played 
Canterbury at home,” 
Kezovski said. 

“The team struggled 
all last season and the 
supporters didn’t have 
much to cheer about so 
we are hoping things will 
be different this year. 

“New players who 
have joined the club are 
doing well and we have a 
much better balanced 
squad with plenty of 
depth this season.”2 05 i 1. 


transferred to Lake Mac- 


quarie. 

He then joined 
Newcastle on loan from 
Lake Macquarie. 


However, when Lake 
Macquarie lodged its re- 
tained players’ list for the 
1988 season at the 
Federation office for 
circulation to member 
clubs, Bannon’s name 
was missing. 

Weston then began 
negotiations with Ban- 
non and, when. these 
failed to reach a conclu- 
sion, Azzurri became in- 
terested in the reliable 
defender’s services. 


Azzurri’s application 
for a clearance for Ban- 
non resulted in a protest 
from the Lake Macqurar- 
ie club. But the Federa- 
tion, under its regula- 
tions, had no option but 
to declare Bannon a free 
player. 

So, he will play this 
year under Azzurri’s new 
coach, Joe Senkalski, the 
former Australian in- 
ternational midfielder. 

Senkalski took over 
the coaching job at 
Azzurri from Richard 
Hartley, who has moved 
to Central Coast as assis- 
tant to Jim Foley. 


ISA clubs covet 


Brandon Park | 


A number of Illawarra clubs want to. break 
tradition and stage this season’s Premier 
League grand final at Brandon Park. 

For many years the biggest game of the Illawarra 
season has been staged at Memorial Park and has been 
a huge money-spinner for the Corrimal Rangers club. 

With the luxury of Brandon Park almost certainly 
available rent-free the district clubs will make a strong 


move for a change. 


With the magnificent grandstand and seats for 3200, 
Brandon Park is a fantastic addition to the Illawarra 


Soccer scene. 


Association publicity officer John Walker says he 
hasn’t heard of any official move to switch the grand 


final venue. 


“If it comes up we will have to have a good look at it 
but I can’t comment further than that,” Walker said. 

Every year, the Corrimal club man their canteen 
and refreshment booths from 9am until late in the 
afternoon on grand final day. 

It is their major fund raising venture for the season 
and it would be a big blow to them if they lost it. 

Wollongong City have the canteen rights at Bran- 
don Park, having built the canteen themselves. 

The Wolves would become the opportunity to cater 


for as many as 2000 district fans on grand final day. 
Re? gk HIAAM- PAID 
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NORTHERN 
COMPETITION 
BEGINS 


THE Northern NSW 
First Division com- 
petition opens on 
Saturday April 23 
when Central Coast 
is home to High- 
fields Azzurri at 
Pluim Park, Lisarow. 

Matches on the Sun- 
day are Cardiff vs West 
Wallsend at Cardiff's 
home, Lymington Park. 

Cardiff owns its own 
social club and football 
ground. 

Belmont-Swansea and 
Lake Macquarie City 
meet at the Blacksmiths 
ground. 

Then on the Monday it 
is a look back to former 
days when Adamstown 
and Wallsend clash at 
Adamstown, with Stock- 
ton from Newcastle’s 
northside at home to 
Weston Bears at Corroba 
Oval. 

Although Newcastle 
has one of the shortest 
seasons of any major Soc- 
cer city in Australia, 
there will be action 
aplenty, and it is doubtful 
whether any other city 
produces as many classy 
players per head of 
population. 


ANZ Deposits 
with Soccer 


ANZ Bank will once 
again sponsor the 
Association Cup 
held by the Central 
Coast. 

The competition is 
held at night on a knock- 
out basis between all 
senior clubs on the Cen- 
tral Coast. 

It climaxes in mid Au- 
gust when the final is 
played on a specially set 


down Sunday at Pluim 
Park, Lisarow. 

Kevin Best, marketing 
director of CCSA Ltd 
said; “It is very gratifying 
to know that the ANZ 
Bank will again sponsor 
this prestigious competi- 
tion this season. 

“The Cup final is one 
of the major attractions 
on the Soccer calendar 
each year and this year 
being the 2Sth year of the 
CCSA Ltd, it adds to the 
excitement of the 
series.” 

This will be he third 
year of sponsorship by 
the ANZ, and the man- 
agement headed by the 
Regional Manager, Mr 
D. Pawson and area per- 
sonnel manager, Kevin 
Caisley and Les Ross are 
very keen to see the Cup 
prove as successful as it 
has in the past years. 

The Competition is 
wreathed ‘in tradition. 
All supporters show keen 
interest in the final, as 
well as the lead up games 
which commence in 
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New Dimensions in Skill 


Ww 


-THE success so far this season of South Mel- 
bourne Hellas and Sydney Olympic testifies 


to the improvement of Soccer 


country. 


Both -teams are filled 
with young players de- 
veloped here who have 
shown that they cannot 
only handle top level Soc- 
cer in this country, but 
that they can even bring 
new dimensions of skill to 
it. 

As in most sports, the 
teaching of Soccer to 
players has improved im- 
mensely over the recent 
years. 

This is allowing young 
players, here as in other 
parts of the world, to be- 
come very knowledge- 
able about individual and 
team skill at an early age. 

Middlesborough, a 
professional team in 
England, currently lying 


South Mel- 
bourne Hellas 
coach Brian 
Garvey, had 
the confi- 
dence to let go 
well per- 
formed, _ex- 
perienced 

players in 
favour of 

young talent. 


in this 


second in the Second Di- 
vision, has an average 
age of about 21, yet are 
showing amazing tactical 
awareness as well as the 
zest and enthusiasm 
usually found with youth. 


Tactical awareness is 
something that has been 
sadly missing among 
Australian-born _ players 
in the past. 

That was not their 
fault. 


They were not shown it 
in their young years and 
not often in their pro- 
fessional years either. 

So they grew old as 
player without true 


knowledge and skills of 
how to play the game. 
Now, with 


technical 


and team skill more wide- 
ly taught and with access 
to outstanding role mod- 
els on SBS television, 
from World Soccer and 
even our own National 
League games, our cur- 
rent players are growing 
and developing as really 
effective players. 

This is emphasised by 
the way so many of them 
are making the transition 
to top European Soccer 
with splendid rapidity. 

Brian Garvey and 
Eddie Thompson are two 
very capable men, each 
very experienced in 
Soccer. 

As coaches of South 
Melbourne Hellas and 
Sydney Olympic, both 
had the confidence to let 
go well performed, ex- 
perienced players in 
favour of young talent. 

They had seen Frank 
Arok do the same thing in 


1987 with outstanding 
results. 

No doubt Frank and 
Eddie talked at length 
about it during national 
camps. 


Experience 


Having played many 
years as a pro myself, I re- 
spect and prefer experi- 
enced players. This de- 
spite the fact that I seem 
to have been involved 
with many young players 
during my coaching 
career. 

Nevertheless there can 
come a time in a club 


when experienced play-. 


ers can undermine a 
coach, by resisting what 
he wants to do. 

Sometimes the experi- 
enced player can’t adapt 
to what the coach wants, 
or he just does not want 
too. 2 
So, if he is able, the 
coach turns to the more 
maleable youthful play- 
er, who is usually eager to 
listen and co-operate. 

On the other hand, 
youth poses its own prob- 
lems. 

One is a tendency to be 
inconsistent as they are 
more easily knocked ab- 
out by the slings and 
arrows of life. 

The domestic more 
settled married life is 
usually more likely to 
produce consistent and 
outstanding perform- 
ance than the lifestyle of 
the young person. 

We would not expect 
either Sydney Olympic 
nor South Melbourne 
Hellas to turn in the level 
of consistent, professio- 
nal performance that 
won APIA the league last 
year. 

Excitement, energy 
and much running will 
produce results at a time 
when our National 
League needs both qual- 


A midweek Reserve Leaque is needed 


FRANK SCICLUNA 
PASSES THE BALL 
TO THE NSL 


THE West End Natio- 
nal League adminis- 


trators seem to be . 


well on the way to- 
wards putting their 
act together this 
year. 

Attendances are show- 
ing an encouraging 
trend, their courageous 
attempt to bring skills 
back into the game 
through its clamp down 
on over physical play 
appears to be working, 
and match schedules are 
being timed so as to mini- 
mise clashes of fixtures, 

An area which urgent- 
ly needs __re-assessing 
however is the concept 
and running of the NSL 
Youth League. 

This is a competition 
which should be used to 
prepare our youngsters 
for progression into their 
club’s senior sides but a 
number of factors are 
limiting these opportuni- 
tes. 

While this league is pri- 
marily intended for the 
use of under 19 year olds, 
the mere fact that four 
over age players are 
allowed 
tends to defeat the whole 
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to participate 


purpose. 

Some coaches even go 
to the extent of having 
half their squads made up 
of cover-age players. 

As long as only four are 
on the field at the one 
time, three of them Can 
be substituted by others 


during a game. 
First team coaches 
often use this Youth 


League to give members 
of their NSL squads 
match practice while not 
playing in the first team. 

There’s nothing terr- 
ibly wrong with that — 
members of an 18 or 19 
man senior squad who 
are not regular first team 
players need to maintain 
their match fitness but it 
should not be in an U/19 
competition. 

All it does is deprive 
youngsters of a regular 
game resulting in many of 
them eventually quitting 
altogether. 

If a youngster happens 
to be a goalkeeper. His 
situation becomes almost 
hopeless. Every club re- 
quires two experienced 
keepers for their first 
team squad but can only 
utilise the services of one 
during a match. 

His understudy there- 
fore has to be given a run 
in the Youth League and 
the 19-year-old misses 
out. 

The youngster spends 


three nights training each 
week for the privilege of 
sitting on the bench on 
Sundays! 

A field player has a 
better chance of getting a 
game on the weekend but 
with a number of seniors 
included in the side, he 
also runs a risk of being 
omitted. 

As long as the Youth 
League continues to 
allow over age players to 
take part in competition 
matches, promising 
youngsters will go on giv- 
ing the game away. 

The argument that 
youth team players get a 
lot of benefit from play- 
ing with an against older, 
more experienced col- 
leagues hold a lot of 
truth, but a better way 
must be found to 
accomodate both point 
of views. 


Solution 


One simple method 
would be to have a youth 
Jeague exclusively for 
under 19 year olds with 
no over-age __ players 
whatsoever eligible to 
participate. 

Matches can continue 
to be played as curtain 
taisers on weekends as 
they are now, giving max- 
imum opportunities to 
youngsters. 

A new midweek com- 
petition can then be insti- 


SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 16, 1988 


Le eee rowaes 


tuted for reserve teams 
made up of over age play- 
ers who are not regulars 
in the NSL or coming 
back from injury, and a 


number of the more 
promising under 19 
squad members. 


This will allow youth 
players to mix it with the 
seniors in a competitive 
situation while still de- 
veloping and geting regu- 
lar matches in their youth 
league. 

Certain clubs may not 
be in favour of yet 
another competition, but 
a Reserve League played 
on Wednesday nights 
with very little travel in- 
volved is surely not going 
to overstretch their re- 
sources. 

Our current Youth 
League set up leaves a lot 
to be desired — while 
everyone acknowledges 
the importance of de- 
veloping youth, most 
clubs show little interest 
in taking initiatives to 
maximise their progress. 

The original Youth 
League concept has 
served a purpose and 
provided a certain degree 
of success. 

It’s now at a stage 
however when the next 
step forward must be 
taken if the country’s un- 
doubted wealth of young 
talent is to be harnessed 
effectively. 


MIKE JOHNSON is a former Englich professional Soccer player. He 
played as full time professional with Doncaster Rovers, Brighton, 
Fulham and Newcastle United. He is an English Football Associaton 
coach. in Australia he has coached top teams — Sutherland, St 


George BSC, West Adelaide, APIA, Wollongong United (now Wol- 
Jongong Macedonia) and Fairy Meadow in the NSW State League. 
His television series The Basic Skills of Soccer was shown for the 
first time in 1980 on ABC, concurrently with another television series 
of his, Fitness for Sport. His book Fitness for Sport won a quick 


He says that everyone of these players, despite their eventual 
success, was deficient in basic skills because of inadequate 
coaching in their early years, and that all of them would have been 
better players if they had developed good basic grounding of skill 
when they were young. 


Says Fairy Meadow coach — MIKE JOHNSON 


enced, skilful team in the 
hands of a young coach. 
Berti Mariani has the 


ities. It will be interesting to 


With few of these see if either, or both team all the other will 
young players, as yet, in teams, make the play- have to beat this year — 
national teams, their offs. so long as Marconi does 
personal Soccer goals Marconi has the oppo- not beat itself. 
will be less complicated site situation in its ranks. It seems to have done 
and easier to sustain. It has a highly experi- that so often in the past. 


A super league is planned for ACT indoor Soccer clubs. 


ACT'S INDOOR SPECTACULAR 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THE long talked about super-league for ACT indoor Soccer clubs is 
set to become a reality this winter. 

ACTISF executive member Trevor Vizovitis said the league should get off the 
ground later this year and six to eight teams had already shown interest in 
joining. 
cane aim was to take indoor Soccer from a participatory to a spectator sport in 

rTa. 

“There will be a substantial entry fee of $1000 a team, but clubs will be allowed 
to charge admission and there will be a $3500, winner-take-all prize,” he said. 

“It’s a big step for the sport in the ACT with the major aim of building up a 
following.” 

Other points from the proposal: 
© The league to run for at least 20 weeks, allowing clubs plenty of time to recoup 
their entry fees. : 
© Games to be ‘fully timed’ as in the NISL, meaning that the clock would not run 
on when the ball was out of play. 
© Match night to be either Monday or Wednesday. 
© No team to have more than three NISL court players in its line-up. 
© Win-loss payments to be paid in the second round as an encouragement to teams 
not to drop out. 

Vizovitis said a number of outdoor clubs had signified their interest and he 
hopes this would not result in disputes between the two codes. 

“It has always been indoor Soccer’s contention that the sports are complement- 
ary and that outdoor players can improve their skills by taking part in a midweek 
competition such as this one,” Vizovitis said. 

“We are also negotiating for a sponsor for the event but it is no use saying 
anything more until the signature is on the dotted line.” 
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WA League 
Peps up 


BY DAVID ANDREWS 


THERE are times 
when it is a shere joy 
to sit in a stadium 
and watch Soccer. 

One of those was last 
Sunday when the first 
and second semi-finals of 
the Emu Export night 
Soccer competition was 
played in Perth. 

There have been many 
times in the past disap- 
pointing 12 months when 
the appetite for Soccer 
had waned towards to the 
point of no return. 

The political shenani- 


“gans appeared to have 


tubbed off on the players 
as they went through the 
motions. 

The new year has pro- 
vided hints that maybe 
1988 will start a revival 
for the code in WA. 

There is a new eight 
club Super League, 
which has produced its 
own five man commis- 
sion administration 
which is intent on de- 
veloping a high profile 
semi-professional 
league. 

That commission has 
been charged with de- 
veloping the game sepa- 
rate and apart from the 
Soccer Federation of 
WA. 

They will remain part 
of the complete fabric of 
the game, but run their 
own affairs. 

To this end, the com- 


mission this week 
appointed a full-time, 
highly paid marketing 


manager. 

It was a position that 
received attention from 
other States as well as in 
WA. 

At the time of writing 
the manager’s name is 
being kept under wraps 
till he has sorted out 
other business priorities. 

There is a definite feel- 
ing that the reverse trend 
has bottomed out. 

That feeling is mir- 
rored in the standard of 


_ the game in the past few 


matches. 

The semi-finals were 
excellent games that kept 
the crowd of about 3000 
on a hot humid night en- 
tertained from the first 
whistle of the first semi- 
final to the last blast of 
the second. 

Both games were as 
different as chalk and 
cheese. 

The first was an all Ita- 
lian clash between the 
new Perth «Italia and 
Bayswater Inter. 

The two produced 
thoughtful, fast Soccer 
that did credit to the 
many youngsters in both 
camps. 

It took a brilliant goal 
from Neil Blunt to sepa- 
rate the two, with Italia 
running out 1-0 victors. 

Both clubs stamped 
themselves as major con- 
tributors for the coming 
season. 

Italia has at least two 
key players to arrive in 
Perth from Britain 
through the personal 
connection of coach 
Francis Burns, the for- 
mer Manhester United 
player. 

Just as important was 
Burns’ radical overhaul 
of team selection ‘with 


well established faces 
being dropped. 

His policy has paid off 
handsomely. 


The second semi-final 
was a slam-bang affair 
with Stirling Macedonia 
recovering from a two 
goal deficit to win 3-2 in 
extra time. 

Tt was a match of throb- 
bing passsions from two 
sides who consider them- 
selves the best in WA, 
with no beg pardons or 
quarter asked or given. 

This approach led to 
Alana Armstrong 
(Macedonia), and Paul 
Wormley (Athena) being 
sent off in the early stages 
of the first-half and 
Macedonia coach Ray 
Ilott sent from the bench 
to sit in the crowd. 

Once Athena had 
scored quick goals 
through a magnificent 
John Hunter left foot 
drive and an immaculate 
bending free kick by Jeff 


Curren, it looked like 
Macedonia would be 
forced into the prelimin- 
ary final. 


As one observer stated 
just after the second goal, 
“This will be one terrific 
match if Macedonia can 
get up to win from here”’. 

Prophetic words — be- 
cause that is just what 
Macedonia did with 
second-half goals from 
Wayne Thorpe and Ross 
McGinn. 

McGinns’s came after 
he pounced on a great 
save by Athena 
goalkeeper Chris Barbas 
to a Frank Clark penalty. 

But the goal of the 
match was the winner in 
the first period of extra 
time from the ever 
dangerous Franke Bate. 

HE took a fine diago- 
nal cross and suddenly 
turned inside the full- 
back to cut across the 
penalty area. 

Just when it seemed he 
must chip to the far post 
Bate unexpectedly let fly 
with a vicious curling 
tight foot ground shot 
that somehow found the 
inside of the far post. 

Any more and the ball 
would have hit the post, 
any less and Barbas 
would have got a hand to 
it. 

Tf these two maches are 
an indication of what is to 
come, I for one will be 
able to look. forward to 
Soccer in what is hoped is 
a revival year. 


NSL YOUTH LEAGUE 
NORTH 


NEXT WEEK'S MATCHES 

Sat 19 March: Adamstown v St 
George at Adamstown Oval 4pm 

‘Sat 19 March: Marconi v Croatia at 
Marconi Stadium 6pm. 

Sun 20 March: Olympic v Wollon- 
gong at Sydney Football Stadium 
5.30pm 
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WOLLONGONG 4 (R.Cotton 
2, P.Kotamanidis, M.Hollifield) 
ST GEORGE 3 (M.Holifield 
0.g., D.Aranyi, Kakakios),OLY- 
MPIC 1 (J.Bennett) CROATIA 
6, APIA 5 (G.Ward 2, S.Kar- 
avatakis, Xenos, Blake) ADAM- 
STOWN 2 (P.Murray 2). 


Apia and Wolves in upsets 


APIA and Wollon- 
gong both put 
together their first 
wins of the season 
last weekend and 
although the results 
don’t change their 
Positions at the bot- 
tom, the table has 
tightened up with 
both Croatia and 
Adamstown losing. 


Wollongong had not 
won a solitary point be- 
fore last weekend and 
looked to be heading for 
their fifth straight defeat 
after being 3-1 down at 
home to St George after 
only 43 minutes. But the 
gallant Wolves fought 
back through Cotton (2) 
and Hollifield to win 4-3. 


OLYMPIC 1 
CROATIAO 
Sydney Olympic al- 


ways looked in control of 
both points against the 


. unbeaten league leaders 


but their narrow 1-0 mar- 
gin was always there for 
the taking by Croatia. 


After 14 minutes 
Olympic were well in 
command as Saad dashed 
down the right flank 
beating several players 
before drawing the keep- 
er and slipping a pass for 
Bennett to sidefoot into 
the empty net. 


Croatia had no 
chances in front of the 
Olympic net that offered 
any remote chance of an 
equaliser for the first 45 
minutes and Olympic 
looked set to run away 
with the match as they 
sprayed the ball freely all 
over the pitch. 


Greg Woodhouse had 
to take the brunt of the 
attack and once again he 
was brilliant. In the 26th 
minute Soper cleverly 
beat two players but his 
drive was saved by 
Woodhouse. 


Saad once again left 
the defence in tatters 
down the right flank in 
the 33rd minute and his 
cross was nodded goal- 
wards by Soper until 
Woodhouse flew across 
his goal to tip the ball 
wide. 


Olympic, laden with 
first team players Saad, 
Soper, Raskopoulos and 
Barrett, lost their way in 
te second half and 
Croatia almost — snuck 
back in when Eddie Per- 
van hit the bar in the 70th 
minute. 


Croatia’s efforts were 
hampered as they began 
to get back into the game 
when Eddy Alilovic was 
sent off for a bad tackle. 
Olympic finished as they 
had begun with Saad and 
Bennett hard done by not 
to get favourable penalty 
decisions in the final 
minutes. 


OLYMPIC: M.Refenes, Trian- 
tafllou, Pantazis, Barrett, Scott, 


los, Hrist, Saad, Sop- 
er (Oustambasidis), Bennett, 
S.Refenes. 


CROATIA: Woodhouse, Mil- 
nac, Orlic, Krkovski, Milicevic, 
EAlllovic, Clantar, Stanton, 
Kardum, Pervan, Frketic (S.AIl- 
lovic). 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


APIAS 
ADAMSTOWN 2 

APIA returned to the 
form that saw them 
stretch league champions 
Olympic in last season’s 
Grand Final when they 
hammered Adamstown 
5-2 last Sunday. 


Despite the presence 
of Gary Ward and Brian 
Blake it was the young 
APIA brigade that took 
the Rosebuds apart. 

In particular Peter 
Xenos was the star as he 
Tepeatedly tormented 
the Adamstown defence 
in the air and on the 


ground. 
By half-time Xenos 
had helped APIA to a 2-0 


lead after putting Kara- 
vatakis through to score 
in the 37th minute and 
scoring himself in the 
45th after Gary Ward had 
split the defence. 


APIA were cruising 
towards their first win 
this season and increased 
their lead, once again in- 
stigated by Xenos, in the 
70th =minute when he 
turned and put Ward 
through with a_ neat 
through ball. Ward drew 
Kedwell and slipped the 
ball into the corner. 

Brian Blake skated 
away from the defence 
three minutes later and 
helped himself to APIA’s 
fourth goal, driving the 
ball home past a helpless 
Kedwell. 

Suddenly, Adam- 
stown were stung into 
action.Peter Murray net- 
ted direct from a free kick 
via a deflection in the 
77th minute and six mi- 
nutes later Murray net- 
ted again after Mark Tul- 
ly had put him through a 
gap. 3 

Direct from the kick- 
off, Ward stuck the ball at 
Kedwell’s near post from 
a long way out;catching 
the Rosebud keeper 
completely off guard. 


Palapa- 
Karavatakis, Hadden 
(Uicastro), Ruperto, Blake, Ward. 


WOLLONGONG 4 
ST GEORGE 3 


The Wolves’ fortunes 
took a turn for the better 
last Saturday when they 
fought back from almost 
certain defeat to down the 
Saints 4-3 at Brandon 
Park. 

After only nine mi- 
nutes Wollongong were 
behind when Hollifield 
turned the ball past his 
own keeper following a 
long clearance by the 
Saints defence. 

Peter Kotamanidis 
equalised from the spot 
after he was brought 
down by Saints’ custo- 
dian Filan in the 35th 
minute. 

Two quick goals from 
St George just prior to 
the interval put Wollon- 
gong in trouble and look- 
ing down the barrel of yet 
another defeat. 

First David  Aranyi 
chased a long clearance 
and netted into the right 
hand corner in the 40th 
minute and three mi- 
nutes later Steve Di- 
moudis headed a long 
free-kick into the path of 
Kakakios to score. 

Wollongong grabbed 
one back prior to half- 
time immediately from 
the kick-off after work- 
ing the ball downt he left 
flank to Cotton who cut 
inside and slipped the 
ball home. 

Just four minutes after 
the break the Wolves 
were back level after a 
planned move from a 
kick 30 metres out, Mar- 
janovic stepped over the 
ball and Hollifield turned 
hero by slamming the ball 
into the top corner leav- 
ing the keeper no chance. 

Wollongong took the 
lead for the first time in 
the 60th minute with a 
classic move and Roy 
Cotton converting from 
Tight in front. 

They held on for both 
points and, in fact, 
almost scored another in 
the final minute but Hol- 
lifield’s long range effort 
scraped the bar. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


QUALIFYING SERIES 


Sun. March 20 CHRISTCHURCH 
Australia v Israel 


Referee: G. Sandos (Switzerland) 


New Zealand v Chinese Taipei 


Referee: D. Syme (Scotiand) 


Wed. March 23 WELLINGTON 
Israel v Chinese Taipei 


Referee: H. Ulloa Morera (Costa Rica) 


New Zealand v Australia 


Referee: G. Sandos (Switzerland) 
Sun. March 27 AUCKLAND 
Australia v Chinese Taipei 


Referee: D. Syme (Scotland) 


New Zealand v Israel 
Referee: H. Ulloa Morera (Costa Rica) 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


FORMER Socceroo John Doyle has been 
appointed coach of the Australian women’s 
team for the next 12 months. 

Doyle, perhaps best known for his involvement 
with the Captain Socceroo skills program on SBS 
Television, beat a number of applicants for the posi- 
tion, including current team boss Fred Robbins. 

A Sydney high school teacher, his playing career 
included spells with Arsenal in the English first divi- 
sion, South Sydney Croatia, Pan Hellenic, Apia, and 
Canterbury. He has wide coaching experience and has 
taken the NSW women’s team to two undefeated 
national championship wins in 1985 and 1986. 

His assistant is Jim Selby, who held the top job from 
1978 until Robins took over in 1984. He is currently the 
Queensland Soccer Federation’s regional director of 
coaching for the Gold Coast and Albert. 

The ACT’s Stephanie Quinn has been re-appointed 
team manager — a position she has held for four years 
— and Bill Fenney (Northern NSW) retains his job a 
physiotherapist. 


AWSA executive director Heather Reid said the 
appointment of Doyle and Selby was a deliberate de- 
parture from normal policy. 

“In the past the assistant coach has usually been a 
younger person who can learn from the boss,” she 
said. “But with the pilot World Cup for women later 
this year and the first World Cup in 1990 we felt we 
needed the most talented and experienced people 
available.” 


The pair would be responsible for the selection of all 
squads — “although we may appoint a national youth 
coach for specific purposes should it be necessary,” 
Reid said. 


The AWSA has also decided to change the age 
limits for its junior titles from under 18 and under 15 to 
under 19 and 16, and to conduct them at separate 
venues for the first time. 

“This year’s under 19s will be at Perth, as previously 
arranged, with the under 16s in Melbourne,” she said. 


Solution to dispute 
aids National team 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THE dispute which has split Australian 
women’s Soccer for two years is over. 

A meeting in Sydney has restored NSW to full 
membership of the Australian Women’s Soccer 
Association just 12 months after its membership 
lapsed over non-payment of affiliation fees. 

The row had its origins in early 1986 when five NSW 
players withdrew from the national team preparing for 
an Oceania Cup tournament in New Zealand. 

The NSWWSF backed the walkout and the players 
and state were fined by the national body. 

One thing led to another and for a while it seemed as 
if there would be an indefinite and damaging rift be- 
tween the AWSA and its most powerful affiliate. 

The problem was resolved after the NSW Soccer 
Federation moved in to take over the administration 
of women’s Soccer in the state. 

An agreement has been reached covering outstan- 
ding fees which will result in around $3000 being paid 
to the AWSA. 

AWSA executive director Heather Reid said new 
Australian coach John Doyle had been told he could 
now consider NSW players for selection in the natio- 
nal squad. 

“I feel that sanity has prevailed in the light of the 
need to select the strongest possible team for the pilot 
World Cup tournament later this year,” she said. 

There remained an unresolved disagreement over 
NSW’s claim that voting rights on the AWSA board 
should bear relation to the number of players regis- 
tered. 

At present NSW, with 4000 players, has one vote — 
the same as such states as such states as Queensland 
(1000) the ACT (420) and Victoria (170). 


WEEKEND WEST END MATCHES 


ROUND 7 COMING WEST END NSL 
SAT 19 MARCH 6PM FIXTURES 
Brisbane Lions v Brunswick Richlands Stad. 


v Preston Mak. — Marconi Stad. 


SUN 20 MARCH 4PM 

Sunshine GC Vv St George Chaplin Res 
Footscray v Adelaide City  Schintler Res 
South Melboume v Apia Middle Park 
7.30PM 

Sydney Olympic vy Wollongong Sydney Football S. 


(Melbourne Croatia v Sydney Croatia postponed) 
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WOMEN'S SOCC! 


Ambitious National Women’s Projects 


THE coming Australian womens team’s rep- 


resentation 


in the FIFA tournament at 


Guangzhou (Canton, China) from June 1/12 
next represents a big breakthrough for 
women’s Soccer in Australia. 


Competing will be 
. Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, USA, Ivory 


Coast, Japan, Thailand, 
England, France, Italy, 
Norway and China. 


The format is 3 
teams; league _ s} 
top two from each group 
and two best teams in 
third place quality for 
quarter finals; semi finals 
and finals. 


The squad will go into 


give them excellent prac- 
tice prior to departure. 
The staging of a FIFA 
tournament in China in- 
dicates FIFA’s growing 
interest in Soccer for 
women and its support 
tor the first World Cup to 
be played in 1990. Aus- 
tralia 1s the only Oceania 
team represented in a 


very strong field of 
twelve teams. 
FIFA recently _ indi- 


cated that over 750,000 


out the world — perhaps 
this is an underestimated 
figure as there are over 
500,000 in Europe alone. 
The AWSA will host 
its first international 
tournament with the 
staging of the 3rd 
Oceania Cup from 25 
March to I April 1989. 
The venue for the Cup is 
most likely Coolangatta 


Northern NSW, NSW. 
ACT, Vic and Tas com- 


peting). 

September 17/23: 
Open age National 
Championships, 
Newcastle (WA, NT, 
SA, Tas, Vic, ACT, 
NSW, Nthn NSW and] ee 
Sth Qld competing). 

March 25/April 1989: 
3rd Ocenaia Cup, 


Queensland (to be con- 
firmed), with Australia, 
New Zealand, Chinese 
Taipei, Fiji, India, New 
Guinea, West Samoa, 
Canada invited. 


camp at Parklea from in Queensland. 
May 23/27, which will 


if 
i 


women are playing com- 


tition S through- 
Dee. mores pes All Oceania — Con- 


federation members 
have been invited and 
special invitations have 
been sent to the 
Women’s Football 
Federation of India and 
the Canadian Soccer 
Association as they have 
indicated interest in the 
tournament. 

The National Youth 
team will be in camp at 
the Austrlaian Institute 
of Sport from April 4/10, 
and will play against the 
Australian Schoolgirls 
team on April 7, 8 and 9. 

Other important com- 
mitments are: July 2/9: 
Under 19 National 
Championships, Perth 
(WA, NT, Sth Qld, 
Northern NSW, NSW, 
ACT, Vic and Tas com- 


ting). 

July 12/17: Under 16 
National Championship, 
Melbourne (Sth Qld, 


“tl was talked Into be- 
coming the South 
Coast co-ordinator of 
the Commonwealth 
Bank, Bill Turner Cup 
but now | love every 
minute of it.” 

So said Garry Kemp as 
he set out to organise the 
competition for 1988. 

When Fred Smith re- 
tired a few years ago there 
was a need for another 
good administrator to take 
over his role on the South 
Coast. 

Recommended by Fred, 
Bill Turner put _ the 
finishing touches in 
pursuading Garry to take 
up the responsibility. 


PROMINENT NSW South Coast Soccer 
coach John Frew has just had his book “The 
Art of Teaching Kids” published by Kang- 
aroo Press. 

The benefit of this easy to read book is that the 
author shows an excellent understanding of so 
many aspects of handling youngsters, and -getting 
the best endeavours out of them. 

It covers the principles involved in coaching kids 
in all sports, not Soccer in particular. 

But the keen junior or schools Soccer coach will 
find much to interest his own team of budding 
youngsters. 

John Frew holds an honours degree in geography 
and is a teacher at Woonona High School. 

The book is suitably illustrated and is well worth 
searching out at your favourite bookseller. 
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PREZ SF 


Kemp co-ordinates Coast 


he officials $ : nn ies meet 
pret ted for the senior) BACK ROW: L-R Joe Lareck Tour Leader (SA), Andrew Bettel Coach (SA), Pat 
National and youth Hughes (SA), Glen Kearton (Q), Craig Hoogendoorn (ACT), Paul Krstevski 
feamiare: (NSW), Trevor Daley (NSW), David Scott (Vic) (NSW), Cliff Mangan (Manager) 
@ National team: | (Qld). 


Coach: John Doyle, asst 
coach: Jim Selby, mana- 


ger: Stephanie Quinn, 
physiotherapist: Bill 
Fenney. 

@ Youth team: Coach: 
John Doyle, assistant 
coaches: Shona Bass, 


Clive Mackillop, Mana- 
ger: Betty Hoare, doc- 
tor: Kieran Fallon. 

The AWSA has_re- 
structured its divisions 
and championship _ for- 
mats in order to provide 
members with the high- 
est level of competition 
within each age division. 

The participation of 8 
teams in the Under 19s, 
six in the under 16s and a 
full complement of 9 
teams in the open age 
championships _ reflects 
the growing strength and 
development of youth 
Soccer within each State. 
FROM HEATHER 

REID 


And what a great job he 
has done. He has obtained 
excellent media coverage, 
introduced special award 
certificates and a Bill 
Turner Cup shield for the 
South Coast winner. 

Garry’s ties have always 
been on the coast. He grew 
up in the picturesque town 
of Huskisson and played 
junior football represent- 
ing the Shoalhaven district 
a number of times. 

He qualified as a 
mechanical engineer and 
worked for a time in the 
Lysaghts industries. 

Feeling a call to the 
teaching profession he 
attended Newcastle CAE 
in 1974 and 1975 complet- 


BANKSTOWN SOCCER 
ASSOCIATION 


PLAYERS REQUIRED 
AND ALSO GOALKEEPERS : 


FOR UNDER 15 YOUTH LEAGUE 
Training Tuesday and Thursdays 


at Stuart Reserve, 
Padstow 

Ring Joe 560 8335 

or Peter 727 8982 


MIDDLE ROW: John Danzo (NSW), A. Hobbs (Qld), Zoran Naumovski (NSW), 
(Capt.) Peter Theodorakakis (SA), John Gibson (ACT). 

FRONT ROW: Carl Veart (SA), Brendan Eastwell (Qld), Jeff Allport (NSW), Nick 
Stamatelopoulos (SA), Mineo Bonetig (NSW). 


Australian schools’ tour 


AUSTRALIAN Schoolboy national team players showed out well in 
their December tour of China and Hong Kong. 


The tour was extremely successful with a 3-2-1 record and the players shone as 


ambassadors for Soccer and for Australia while on tour. Co-operation both from 
the Guangzhou and Hong Kong Soccer Federations was first class and the party was 
very well received in both centres. Results of games shows the strength of the tour 
squad as they defeated Guangzhou youth A 2-1 and Hong Kong Youth A 2-1 in the 
international exchanges, 


Soccer standard in both centres was very high their ball skills and speed were 


excellent, but they were not quite as physical or tactically proficient as some of our 
better players. 


Facilities and grounds were very good and the refereeing, although somewhat 


different with some rule interpretation, was generally excellent. Team members 
were very co-operative with each other and also wth the staff in control during the 
tour, which would not have been possible without the Schoolboys’ Federation and 
their parents and friends who assisted in their fund raising activities. 


RESULTS: Australia 1 (P. Krstevski) Guangzhou 0, Guangzhou 8 5 Australia 4 (J. Gibson 2, P. Krstevski, 


GARY KEMP 


ing the artisians course. 

He was delighted in fin- 
ding his first appointment 
in 1976 was back down the 
South “Coast at Corrimal 
High, where he has been 
ever since. 

He has had success with 
school sides and recalls 
with pleasure watching 
one of his lads, Warwick 
Young, develop into a top 
goalkeeper with Wollon- 
gong City in the National 
Soccer League. 

In 1981 he coached 
Corrimal to the final of the 
Bill Turner Cup, only to go 
down in a shootout against 
Glendale. 

His colleagues Geoff 
Jacobs and Dave Beaton 
are now keeping up the 


good work. 

The South Coast has not 
yet had a winner in the Bill 
Turner Cup, so naturally 
Garry is hopeful that 1988 
could be the year. 


aww 


P. Hughes), Australia 1 (J. Danzo) Hong Kong Youth 1, Australia 2 (C. Veart, J. Danzo) Hong Kong Youth 1, 
Australia 2 (N. Stamatelopoulos, C. Veart) Po Chai Pills 1, Australia 1 (G. Kearton) Eastern 1. 


Commonwealth Bank Start 


600 teams 
compete 


From RON PRATT 


THE Commonwealth Bank Cup knock-out com- 
Petition for boys Shield for girls in now underway 
for NSW Combined High Schools. 


This year, for the first 
time, sees over 600 teams 
entered statewide in both 
competitions. The boys’ cup 
has 330 teams competing 
and the girl’s shield, con- 
tinues to grow with 272 
teams participating for 1988 
honours. 


1987 saw Cabramatta 
High take the championship 
in the boy’s cup. 

This year, they face 


Casula in the second round. 

Runners-up West Wall- 
send, who fought out the ex- 
citing 1987 final at Marconi 
Stadium, meet Rutherford 
in their opening mate! 

Picking likely fin: 
even a potential winner is 
virtually impossible. All 
Soccer supporters know the 
unpredictability of a knock- 
out competition. 

Many schools continually 
emerge with strong teams, 
with the like of Epping Boys, 
Castle Hill, Port Macquarie, 


Hurstville, Kotara, Keira, 
Marsen or Kogarah High 
Schools always to the fore, 
There are many other 
schools however that ensure 
the continued high stan- 
dards. 


The girl’s shield contines 
to excel and develop both in 
size and quality, with 272 
teams set to take part in the 
1988 competition. 

1987 winners East Hills 
take on Bass in their opener, 


finalists 


whilst Kirrawee 
face the winner of Straith- 
field South and Endeavour 
High. 

1986 winners and 1987 
semi-finalist’s Penrith face 
Mitchell High in their, first 
game. 

The boys’ comeptition, 
now in it’s 27th year, is spon- 
sored by the Common- 
wealth Bank which offers 
substantial prizes to the win- 
ners a well as “best and 
fairest’ awards tallied over 
the entire competition for 
both boys and girls 

The 1987 boy’s winner, 
Milan Blagojevic of Cabra- 
matta High, was one success 
emerging from schools Soc- 
cer and has been offered a 
place at the Australia Insti- 
tute of Sport after coming to 
the attention of many lead- 
ing coaches. 
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AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION. 


The NSW Amateur Federation 
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Your Inner Voice 


— Friend or Foe? 


With JOHN FREW 


EVERYONE of you, either coach or player has 
a personal mentor who is with you twenty 
four hours a day. This “coach” has an opin- 
ion about every situation and that opinion 
governs how you approach life. The “coach” 
is your inner voice and its talking to you right 


now. 


Who controls your in- 
ner voice, who decides 
whether it’s a positive or 
negative influence on 
your life? Of course 
everyone is in control of 
their own lives. In the 
final analysis we are re- 
sponsible for everything 
that happens to us. 


Unfortunately too 
many people today are 
brought up and taught to 
think in a negative way. 
As kids we are told that 
we can’t do this or we 
can’t do that. 


Our self talk soon de- 
velops, and in some cases 
perfects, this negative, 
critical attitude. For 
athletes this can be disas- 
trous. Your self talk can 
beat you before you start. 


Take a situation when 
a team is behind in a 
match. Negative self talk 
will have the team think- 
ing things like, “This is 
hopeless, how come we 
can’t even beat a side like 
this. Everyone will real- 
ise just how bad we are. I 
wish I could get out of 
here. We are useless”. 


If only we would 
understand that it’s just 
as easy for your self talk 
to be positive, to say 
things like “Well this is 
great, what a challenge. I 
know we can beat this 
side because we try har- 
der and we will beat them 
with fitness and skill. We 
just need to keep going.” 


You don’t have to be a 
genius to work out which 
attitude is the winning 
one. So why is it that the 
majority of us think like 
losers. 


Well as I said before, 
most of us have been 
raised on a diet of nega- 
tive comments, at home, 
at school and by our 
coaches. We have an en- 
trenched habit of nega- 
tive thoughts and it takes 
a good deal of effort to 


overcome this. 

The first step to change 
is to realise you are a yic- 
tim of negative self talk. 


Analyse what you are 
Saying to yourself. Real- 
ise that what you are 
thinking has control on 
your performance. 


In some cases, if your a 
negative junky, you may 
need to use relaxation 
and mental imagery to 
break the cycle. (I will 
deal with these techni- 
ques of mental rehearsal 
later). 


The main thing is to 
Tealise that it’s up to you 
whether you have a posi- 
tive or negative attitude. 
With practice and 
persistance you can make 
your inner voice totally 
positive and your best 
friend. 


So next time you have 
the ball at your feet with 
the keeper to beat don’t 
think “Oh no, if I miss 
this I'll let the team 
“down, everyone will 
know hos bad I am”. In- 
stead smile and say to 
yourself “Right this is 
where I want to be. This is 
a goal for sure”, 


When you do score and 
your celebrating just re- 
member to give your in- 
ner voice, your best 
friend a positive pat on 
the back. 


DON'T MISS IT 


Don’t miss your copy of 
AUSTRALIAN SOC- 
CER ANNUAL, ayvail- 
able for just $2.50 at your 
newsagent. 

Full of absorbing Soc- 
cer reading, it also in- 
cludes sections on NSW 
Amateurs, Youth 
League, juniors and 
schools as well as Indoor 
Soccer and a Women’s 
section. 


Umbro Youth League 


Divi 

Southem Dists v Nepean 
Apia v Blacktown City 
Mawarra v Melita 

Croatia v Syd Olympic 

St George v Cant-Marr 
Central Coast v Suth’land 
Canterbury Assn v Marconi 


Div2 

Polonia v Rockdale 
Bankstown v Ku-ring-gai 
Blacktown Assn v Warringah 
Macarthur v Uruguay 

Yugal v Gladesville 
Campbelitown v N.Banks 


__ Avala v Manly Warr 
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Supporting 130,000 players in the State 


wn City, Illawarra 


in GUCCI Final 


BY VINCE BALZAN AND IAN MARRIOTT 


BLACKTOWN City 
became the first 
team to qualify for 
the 1988 GUCCI 
Shield Final when 
they defeated St 
George 2-0 at the St 
George Stadium on 
Thursday night. 

After a rather dull first 
half characterised by 
strong defence from both 
teams, the second 
opened with both teams 
showing more committ- 
ment to attack. 

The first definite 
opportunity to break the 
deadlock fell to St 
George in the 38th mi- 
nute when Dominic 
Usalj made a determined 
tun down the left flank 
before crossing with pin 
point accuracy to the far 
post. Darren Ismatin was 
unmarked, however he 
only succeeded in deflec- 
ting the ball out for a goal 
kick. 

Only minutes later 
Blacktown opened the 
scoring when they won a 
comer and put into prac- 
tise a well rehearsed kick, 
curling the ball directly in 
to the far post which the 


Saints’keeper George 
Manuli was unable to 
hold onto. The goal 


was awarded by the lines- 
man as it appeared a de- 
fender may have chested 
out before the ball had 
crossed the line. 

City kept the pressure 
on and in the 50th Ian 
Burge won the ball in the 
midfield and played 
quickly forward for 
Mario Jermen who su- 
perbly turned his defen- 
der before shooting over 
the bar. 

This appeared to sting 
St George into life and a 
first class counter attack 
saw Adzioski shoot wide 
with the same result mi- 
nutes later when replace- 
ment Spais was also off 
target. 

Blacktown City wrap- 
ped the match up in the 
SSth when Matthew 
Maric gave the Saints a 
shooting lesson by letting 
rip a full blooded drive 
from 25 metres which 
crashed past a stretching 
Saints’ keeper. 

Blacktown City 2, M. 
Maric. St George 0. 
ktime 0-0. 


Marconi Downed 


Illawarra made the 
most of their limited 
opportunities to defeat 
Marconi 2-1 scoring the 
winner with only three 
minutes remaining. 

Nickola Spaseski 
turned a half chance into 
a scoring opportunity, 
volleying a lobbed shot 
behind the keeper and 
just under the bar. 

The Southemers 
almost scored from the 
opening whistle when 
Tony Navnovski took on 
and beat 3 players only to 
be denied by a fine save 
from keeper, Mark Nes- 
torovic. 


Marconi took some 
time to recover from this 
early onslaught and it was 
not until the 10th minute 
that they began to show 
their class. 

Darren Iocca cleverly 
beat two defenders only 
to see his cross go behind 
the goal. Soon after 
Anthony Olia received a 
throw-in before turning 
on the defender and hav- 
ing his shot crash off the 
cross bar. 

With only two minutes 
to break Stephen Baz 
latched on to a loose ball 
blasting his shot well over 
the bar. 

Illawarra keeper 
Daniel Fix was forced to 
bring off a fine save when 
Oliva flighted a fine ball 
in from the left for Nicho- 
las Cal to shoot first time. 

The Warta boys de- 
termination to have a go 
at any loose balls around 
the area paid off in the 
40th minute. Spaseski 
lobbed the ball over the 
keepers’ head to put his 
team in the lead. 

Marconi fought back 
with Cal outspeeding the 
defence before hitting 
the upright. 

The Fairfielders were 
rewarded for their 


persistence soon after 
when Iocca made a break 
beating three players be- 


fore cooly slotting the 
ball home past a desper- 
ate keeper. 


From a corner the Illa- 
warra_ keeper punched 
the ball clear finding Pat 
Maranda whose first time 
shot forced the keeper to 
parry on to the post. 

The match went into 
extra time with the score 
at 1-1 and five minutes in, 
Tocca released Jason 
Tigani through a square 
defence. However the 
keeper was quickly off his 
line and just did enough 
with his hands to push the 
shot onto the outside of 
the post. 


GUCCI Shield 


Marconi appeared to 
be finishing the stronger 
of two teams and con- 
tinually attacked the 
opposition goal only to 
be denied by some de- 
sperate defence and the 
woodwork. 


With the game heading 
for a penalty shoot-out 
Nickola Spaseski made 
the most of a half chance 
and put his tema into the 
Final where they will now 
meet Blacktown City. 

Tlawarra 2s (N. 
Spaseski (2)) Marconi 1, 
(D. Tocca), time 0-0 F.T. 
1-1. 


LINDSAY COSGROVE, one of countless 
thousands of Amateur officials throughout 
the length and breadth of New South Wales, 
has the important job of co-ordinator of the 
Country representative teams. In addition 
he has long been an official in the Goulburn 
district, on the NSW Southern Tablelands. 
With the need for the NSW Country to go 
forward together, Lindsay knows a deal of 
what it is all about. His job in government 
transport takes him regularly to many parts 


of the state. 


RUSHY’S 
CORNER 


THE UMBRO Youth 
League kicked off on 
the weekend with all 
games being played 
an hour earlier than 
normal in order to 
give all players an 
opportunity to sup- 
port our Socceroos 
in their vital match 
with the Kiwis. 


It was tremendous to 
see so many of our up and 
coming junior stars out 
there supporting _ the 
national team. 

Having not seen the 
majority of teams in this 
year’s competition it is 
difficult to make predic- 
tions, although it is a 
good bet that the Federa- 
tion clubs will all have 
their fair share of final- 
ists. 

It is very difficult for 
most Associations to 
keep their better quality 
Players after Under 13's, 
as the lads quite under- 
standably are looking to 
their futures playing with 
the strongest clubs avail- 
able. 

While the Association 


generally will always 
struggle against _ the 
Federation teams, it 


must be realised the im- 
portant role they have in 
bringing up __ players 
through the vital learning 
years. 

I can appreciate the 
exasperation that these 
clubs feel when they 
spend a _ considerable 
amount of time and 
money on developing 
players only to see them 
leave at age 14 and 15. 

It must however be 
realised that all players 
have a right to play where 
they wish. 

Even the Federation 
clubs experience this 
problem when they see 
top quality U16 year olds 
move on to other clubs. 
Blacktown City is a per- 
fect example of a club 
which spends — many 
thousands of dollars on 
development and yet see 
few go on to play first 
grade. 

One suggestion put to 


me last year was that 
whenever a transfer of a 
player takes place, a por- 
tion of the transfer fee be 
Passed on to the junior 
clubs responsible for the 
player’s development. 

In this way all clubs 
who contributed to the 
player’s career would re- 
ceive some recompense 
for their time and ex- 
penses. This should also 
include the club whom 
the player played for be- 
fore Youth League as an 
increasing number of. 
these are now spending 
huge amounts of money 
employing Directors of 
Coaching and professio- 
nal coaches. 

What better way of en- 
couraging these clubs to 
develop their players in- 
stead of simply trying to 
build a strong team in 
order to win the local 
competition, 

It would also provide 
the Associations with a 
realistic reason for play- 
ing Youth League, 

At the moment Youth 
league in my opinion is a 
total waste of time and 
money for the majority of 
Associations, as many of 
them have no aims and 
ambitions except for an 
often unrealistic one of 
winning the league. 

Think about it, Chris 
Kalantzis_was_ recently 
transferred to Greek club 
Panathinaikos for a 
$200,000 fee. Let us 
assume that ten percent is 
allocated to be dispersed 
amongst his junior clubs. 

One percent per year 
with each club. This 
would represent $5,000 
per year and assuming 
that he played for two or 
three years with an 
Association it would 
therefore be a tremen- 
dous assistance to the 
clubs which helped de- 
velop him. 

I am not suggesting 
that these are the figures 
we should be looking at, 
in fact the original per- 
centage should be more 
like 50. 

I would be interested 
in learning of your 
thoughts on this idea be 
they either for or against. 
Drop us a line at the 
ASW, PO Box 406, 
Broadway, NSW 2007 or 
you can write direct to me 
at PO Box 157 Round 
Corner 2158. 


President Slates 
early kick off 


NSW Amateur Federation president John 
Hedison laid the blame for confusion over 
the kick-off time of Sunday’s Australia-New 
Zealand Olympic Games qualifier firmly at 
the door of the Australian Soccer Federa- 


tion. 


It was generally understood that the Australia y New 
Zealand Olympic Games qualifier would begin at 4pm 
at the Sydney Football Stadium but this was later 


altered to 3pm. 


Mr Hedison said: “The ASF office contacted Syd- 
ney Branch competition secretary Bill Cullinan and 
asked that the Youth League games kick-off early to 


allow players to attend the game. 


“This was on the basis of a 4pm start and the last 
games were timed to finish at 2.45pm. 
“Many Under 17s who bought tickets couldn’t get to 


the 


game. 
Ce didn’t they tell us of the change?” 


At the Sydney press conference ASF secretary Brian 
Emery pointed to an advertisement in a Sydney after- 
noon paper that included “3pm” among the copy. 
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All Whites impressed 
against Brazilians 


Reports PAUL MOON 


JUST how creditable New Zealand's series win 
over a Brazilian under 19 selection, in the week 
before the Olympic Qualifying Series com- 
menced, was is difficult to assess, for the ques- 
tion of how strong the tourists were as a competi- 
tive force remained unanswered — even after 360 


minutes of Soccer. 


Admittedly, the  Brazi- 
lians dazzled with ball skills, 
speed and sheer exuberance 
— but so do the Harlem 
Globetrotters and no 
serious basketball team 
would prepare for a major 
tournament by meeting 
them. 

Auckland’s series opener 
ended in a 1-1 draw, with 
Colin Walker converting a 
penalty and Assis; the most 
accomplished player on the 
field, equalising. Walker 
missed a second penalty, 
awarded with just one mi- 
nute remaining. 

The Kiwis had by far the 
greater number of scoring 
chances; courtesy of a con- 
siderable advantage in mid- 
field, and should have won 
comfortably. 

Four days later, they 
made amends at Christ- 
church with three superbly 
taken goals — two from 
Mike McGarry and one 
from Noe! Barkley, while 
keeping the Brazilians 
scoreless. 

Solid at the back, domi- 
nant in midfield and sharp 
up front — the New Zea- 
landers produced their best 
performance for some time. 

Coach Kevin Fallon 
fielded all the fringe mem- 
bers of his squad during the 
third encounter at Welling- 


Chelsea's Kerry Dixon (No.9) can only watch as Wimbledon clear their 


ton and the much more de- 
termined South Americans, 
anxious to stay in the series, 
enjoyed the upper hand un- 
til well into the second half, 
only to display astonishing 
naivety whenever in sight of 
goal. 


The introduction _ of 
Declan Edge as substitute 
on the hour mark threatened 
to be the turning point and 
he created two excellent 
chances, however goalkeep- 
er Carlos produced a couple 
of brilliant saves to keep his 
sheet clean. 

The game’s only goal 
came in the last minute. 
Robert Ironside impeded 
his goalkeeper, Clint Gos- 
ling, as they both went up for 
a long, hopeful, cross, the 
ball was only half cleared 
and the lurking Marcelo 
headed home from ten 
metres. 


The unhappy Gosling was 
replaced by Grant Schofield 
for the decider, before an 
estimated crowd of 2,500 — 
Hastings biggest gathering 
at a Soccer game. for many 
years. 

Undoubtedly the» third 
string goalie. before the 
series began, Schofield had, 
through his own good form 
plus the withdrawal of num- 
ber two Frank van Hattum 


for business reasons and 
Gosling’s indifferent couple 
of showings, suddenly be- 
come New Zealand's out- 
standing prospect. 

He played well enough in 
Hastings; being beaten only 
be a spectacular, and 
speculative, shot from Ben- 
tinho when the game was 
over as a contest. 

Mike McGarry, Colin 
Walker and Robert Ironside 
scored the goals that gave 
the All Whites a 3-1 win and 
this scoreline was a fair re- 
flection of proceedings. 

Once more, the home 
team’s sheer physical advan- 
tage in midfield gave them a 
platform for success and yet 
again the defence had a 
watertight look about it. The 
forwards, though lacking 
the flair of their opponents, 
made up with typical effi- 
ciency. 

All the Kiwis gave work- 
manlike performances and 
Fallon appears to have 
brought at least a dozen 
squad members to the peak 
of their form and fitness at 
exactly the right time — un- 
less the Brazilians flattered 
them, 


Sd 


IT’s_ all 
Reading. 
Chelsea winger Paul 
Canoville has been 
forced to retire because 
of separated knee liga- 
ments. 

That will be an insur- 
ance job because Cano- 
ville hasn’t played since 
the ligaments were dam- 
aged by Dave Swindle- 
hurst of Sunderland. 

And the big clearout is 
also beginning at Read- 
ing, Leading scorer Colin 
Gordon, signed from 
Wimbledon for $160,000 
has been put on the trans- 
fer list. 


happening at 
Former 


defences. It was a 1-1 draw at Stamford Bridge. 
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KIWIS GAIN CREDIBILITY 


APART from what has been involved over 
the Olympic Qualifying Series, or indeed will 
be during the next two years, Kiwi Soccer 
fans are already destined to remember the 
current decade as the era in which their 
national side achieved a much improved 


level of credibility. 

Before 1980, New 
Zealand had achieved lit- 
tle — although Soccer in 
the Shaky Isles goes back 
a long way. 

Tt was rugby union that 
captured the colony’s im- 
agination when _ intro- 
duced in the middle of the 
19th century and, for the 
next hundred years, Soc- 


EUROPEAN CLUB 
COMPETITIONS 
Quarter-final leg-legs 
EUROPEAN CUP 
In Bucharest: Steaua 
Bucharest (Romania) 2 
Glasgow Rangers (Scot- 
land) 0 (halftime 1-0). 
Scorers: Victor Piturca 
(2nd min), Stefan Iovan 


(66th). Attendance: 
30,000. 
In Munich: Bayern 


Munich (West Germany) 
3 Real Madrid (Spain) 2 
(2-0). Scorers: Bayern — 
Hans Pflueglar (40th). 
Norbert Eder (46th). 
Roland Wohlfarth (50th). 
Real — Emilio Butra- 
gueno (88th). Hugo San- 
chez (90th). Attendance: 
70,000. 

In Bordeaux: Bor- 
deaux (France) 1 PSV 
Eindhoven (Netherlands) 
1 (1-1). Scorers: Bor- 
deaux — Jose Toure 
(20th). PSV Eindhoven — 
Win Kieft (41st). Attend- 
ance: 40,000. 

In Lisbon: Benfica 
(Portugal) 2 Anderlecht 
(Belgium) 0 (2-0). Scorers: 
Mats Magnusson (15th). 
Chiquinho (19th). 
Attendance: 100,000. 

UEFA CUP 

In Athens: Panathi- 
naikos (Greece) 2 Club 
Bruges (Belgium) 2 (half- 
time 0-0). Scorers: 
Panathinaikos — Dimit- 
ris Saravakos (54th min). 
Costas Antoniou (65th). 
Bruges — Jan Ceule- 
mans (57th). Marc De 
Gryse (83rd). Attend- 
ance: 75,000. 

In Cologne: Bayer 
Leverkusen (West Ger- 
many) 0 Barcelona (Spain) 
0. Attendance; 41,000. 

In Barcelona: Espanol 
(Spain) 2 ~~ ~Vitkovice 
(Czechoslovakia) 0 (1-0). 
Scorers: John Lauridsen 


(31st). Miguel Pineda 
(69th). Attendance: 
20,000. 

In Verona: Verona 


(Italy) 0 Werder Bremen 
(West Germany) 1 (0-0). 
Scorer: Frank Neubarth 
(48th). Attendance: 
33,000. 

CUP WINNERS’ CUP 

In Bergamo: Atalanta 
(Italy) 2 Sporting Lisbon 
(Portugal) 0 (1-0). Scorers: 
Eligio Nicolini (44th). 
Aldo Cantarutti (78th). 
Attendance: 25,000. 

In Mechelen: 
Mechelen (Belgium) 1 
Dynamo Minsk (Soviet 
Union) 0 (0-0). Scorer: 
Pascal De Wilde (86th). 
Attendance: 8,000. 


cer was just a minority 
sport floundering behind 
in popularity and con- 
fined to pockets of adhe- 
tents — almost all Eng- 
lish, Scottish and Dutch 
migrants, in urban areas. 

In 1891, the national 
association’s year of 
formation, the first inter- 
provincial competition, 
the Brown Shield, com- 
menced and this re- 
mained New Zealand’s 
premier domestic tour- 
nament until the English 
FA presented the Foot- 
ball Association Trophy 
in 1926, to be contested 
by Auckland, Welling- 
ton, Canterbury and 
Otago. 

These, the four most 
heavily populated pro- 
vinces, had dominated 
the Brown Shield from 
the outset and, given a 
trophy exclusively to 
themselves, allowed the 
older tournament to be- 


come the concern of 
minor Tepresentative 
sides only. 


The cost of travel re- 
stricted provincial teams 
to just a handful of games 
a year and they looked to- 
wards crews of visiting 
ships to extend their fix- 
ture lists. 

While berthed at Wel- 
lington in 1922, the com- 
plement of HMS 
Chatham presented a 
trophy to the New Zea- 


land Football Associa- 
tion and expressed the 
wish that it became the 
prize in an annual knock- 
out competition amongst 
the dominion’s club 
sides. 


Prior to then, clubs had 
been limited to their local 
competitions. The new 
silverware gave the club 
gave a badly needed 
boost and the Chatham 
Cup gradually evolved 
into domestic Soccer’s 
blue ribband event. 


1922 also saw New 
Zealand’s officials in- 
ternational debut. On 
the 17th of June that 
year, they beat Australia 
3-1 at Wellington and, in 
later tests, again by 3-1 at 
Auckland. 

During the following 
year, the Kiwis toured 
Australia and, despite 
losing to Granville, 


WEST GERMANY: Bayer Lever 
kusen 1 FC Cologne 1 C Kalser- 
siautern 1 SC Karlsruhe 1, Borus: 
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ied 6 44 19 37 
3 8 6 45 23 36 
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Norwich al 


DAVE STRINGER’s 
main problem 
when he _ inherited 
the reins at Carrow 
Road, the home of 
‘Norwich City, was to 
keep the players’ 
minds on football. 

Off-the-field events 
following the dismissal of 
previous manager Ken 
Brown developed into a 
sad saga — and provided 
a distraction Stringer 
could have done without. 

“Tt wasn’t easy,” con- 
cedes Stringer, “but the 
players responded 
tremendously to the up- 
heaval around them and 
gave me all the backing I 
required.” 

With Norwich 
anchored to the foot of 
the table after just two 
wins from their opening 
15 fixtures the Carrow 
Road directors decided 
drastic action was — re- 
quired. 


Stringer took tempor- 
ary charge and despite 
the departure of brilliant 
defender Steve Bruce to 
Manchester United, 
together with a devastat- 
ing injury list, he did 
enough to earn the job on 
a permanent basis. 

In the middle of the up- 
heaval a win over United 
was a highlight. 

Norwich were ada- 
mant that Bruce would 
only leave once they had 
secured the services of a 
suitable replacement. 


But $210,000 new boy 
John O’Neill was so bad- 
ly injured in his debut at 
Wimbledon that he was 
immediately ruled out of 
the remainder of the 
campaign. 

Indeed, there is a ques- 
tion mark against the 
Northern Ireland __ in- 
ternational’s future amid 
fears that he may not be 
able to make a complete 
recovery from his horrific 
knee damage. 

O’Neill’s misery 
earned Shaun Elliott a 
first team recall but the 
former Sunderland de- 
fender also came a crop- 
per and Stringer was 
forced into another 
major reshuffle. 

‘Hectic’ 

“At one point we had 
only 15 fit players in the 
squad,” he moans, “but 
we came through the hec- 
tic Christmas: program- 
me with successive wins 
over Derby, Chelsea and 
West Ham to improve 
our position.” 

The arrival of $1.3 mil- 
lion striker Robert Fleck 
from Rangers was even 
jinxed, a calf injury mar- 
ting his goalscoring dis- 
play at The Baseball 
Ground and keeping him 


out for the next two 
games. 
Stringer is confident 


the bold move for Fleck 
will pay handsome di- 
vidends. “He’s the type 
who always looks as if 
he’s going to score 
goals,” enthuses ‘The 


Paul Moon’s 
OCEANIA 


ROUND-UP 


PART ONE 


Newcastle, Maitlanc¢ 
(twice), Sydney Metropo 
lis and NSW _ Sout 
Coast, won the Tes 
series by two games tc 
one. 

Success was not to be 
tasted again for almos 
three decades. Betweer 
1927 and 1951, 19 in 
ternationals were playec 
— and all were lost! 31 
goals were scored anc 
122 conceded. 

These defeats came ai 
the hands of Canada. 


Australia, England 
Amateurs and South 
Africa. 


(continued next week 
— Pacific Progress) 


SCOTTISH PREMIER Divisior 
ic 


35 24 9 2 66 20 5 
3% 23 7 6 69 23 § 
Hearts 35 1813 4 64 26 4 
Aberdeen 35 1714 4 48 21 4 
Dundee 35 16 613 62 44 3 
Dundee Utd 35 121211 38 37 3 
Hibernian 36 10 14 22 33.36 3 
StMirren 35 71315 3H 51 2 
Motherwett 36 9 720 26 49 2 
Fatkirk 38 919 581 7 
Dunfermlin 35 5 822 24 72 1 
Morton 35 21023 22 77 1 
DIVISION ONE 
Hamilton 36 20 8 & S6 30 4 
Mens'benk 36.17.10 9 39 42 4 
Raith 3% 16 7135 6: 3 
Clydebank 38 16 (614 47 52 3 
Andrie 3 S941 $6 33 3 
Cryde 35 15 $15 66 61 < 
QO'sth 36 111213 46 S9 3 
Partick 38 12 Sites con 
Dumbarton 35 10 916 41 60 2 
Klimarnock 36 10 818 45 53 2 
EsstFite 36 9 720 S171 2 
DIVISION TWO 
Ayr 31:23 5 377 225 
StJohnst, 31 20 7 4 57 20 4 
Queens Pk 31 16 7 8 SO 35 3 
Brechin 31 16 7 8 45 31 3 
EStiring «31 1211 8 43 38 3 
Stirling 31 14 710 45 41 3 
Arbrosth 31 1012 9 S2 47 3 
Montrose 31 11 911 37 35 3 
Alloa 31:12 613 40 39 3% 
Albion 31 81013 33 5a 2 
Stenhousem 31. 7 915 35 48 2 
Cowdendth 31 6 1114 41 61 2 
Berwick 34-423: 24 
Stranraer 31 3 S23 26 1 


Canaries boss. 
“You-can’t put you 
finger on the reason why 
but Robert is like sc 
many players who have 
an eye for goal. He’s < 


natural and we’re de. 
lighted to have hin 
here.” 


Norwich were victims 
of the only FA Cup Thirc 
Round shock, losing 2-( 
at home to Swindon in < 
replay after a 0-0 draw. 

But putting aside the 
disappointment of an 
early exit from the com- 
petition, Stringer main- 
tains: “We must neve 
lose sight of our prime 
objective — to stay up. 

‘Kick’ 

“And we won't be.try: 
ing to kick our way out of 
trouble. That’s not our 
style. We ‘Will concen- 
trate on playing football, 
as we've always done at 
this club.” 

An emphatic 3-1 win at 
Newcastle . with Fleck 
grabbing two of the 
goals, has moved City uf 
to 16th place in the table. 

The threat. of relega- 
tion has not yet beer 
completely averted, but 
at least their future looks 
much brighter than it dic 
three months ago. That 
however, is not enougt 
to satisfy Stringer. 

“I'm trying to look 
beyond just surving. My 
ambition is to see Nor 
wich established among 
the big clubs in the Firs’ 
Division.” 


COVENTRY City striker David Speedie has 
hit back at the capital critics who continue to 
haunt him and sends them an open invita- 
tion, saying: “Come and see me play before 
you slag me off again.” 

The amiable Scot must have thought he had left the 
knockers behind when he ended his stormy affair with 
Chelsea last summer and headed for Highfield Road 
in a record transfer deal. 

But after a chequered start to his Coventry career 
he’s been made public enemy number one again and 
concedes: “It looks as though I’ll be stuck with the 
reputation they've given me — for the rest of my 
career. 

“T can take criticism but what I can’t stand is certain 
sections of the media slaughtering me without even 
coming to watch me play. That’s out of order. 

“They've had a go at me for not scoring enough 
goals and, while I’m unhappy with my return, my 
general form has been good. If they would care to 
come and watch me they'd soon see I’m not doing as 
badly as they make out.”” 

He continues: ‘Because I cost $1.5m I think people 
expected me to set the place alight and have 20 goals 
under my belt before Christmas or something stupid 
like that. But I've never been a prolific scorer. 

“Of course I'd like to have scored a few more goals 
but a couple of injuries, a suspension and the fact I 
hayen’t had a regular striking partner hasn’t helped. 

“But the management seem pleased with my gene- 
ral play and John Sillett has pulled me to one side on 
numerous occasions and assured me ‘keep doing what 
you're doing, and you'll do for me’. 

“That sort of thing has geed me up when I’ve been 
down in the dumps — and it might also end stories that 
I'm at loggerheads with John and George Curtis. No- 
thing could be further from the truth. 

“Yes, I’ve had a few run-ins with them, but I have 
yet to be at a club where that hasn’t been the case. The 
only difference here is that John and George pull my 
ears and bite my nose if I step out of line!” 


The World 
Scoreboard 


ENGLISH FA Cup q-f: Arsenal 1 ENGLISH DIVISION ONE 
“Nottingham Forest 2, ns PWOL F APS 
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PART ONE 


TO COMMEMORATE A 


Spring-heeled terror ... Queen’s Park Rangers’ captain Alan McDonald (No.5) outleaps the 
defence to give Liverpool a fright at Loftus Road. Liverpool won 1-0. 


SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY 


LIKE Australia, Israel 
has a__soparticular 
reason for wishing 
to qualify for the 
1988 Olympic finals. 


This is the Israel Foot- 
ball Association’s _ Six- 
tieth Anniversary Year, 
and although it might 
seem a somewhat insigni- 
ficant milestone — espe- 
cially when compared to 
a nation’s Bicentenary, 
the Israelis obviously do 
not believe so. 


A multitude of com- 
memorative —_ souvenirs 
have been produced, all 
carrying the official IFA 
Sixtieth Aniversary logo, 
and countless diamond 
jubilee events are 
underway. 

A trip to Seoul, which 
the Winfield Socceroos 
would regard as a heresy 
for Israel and the Austra- 
lians’ own __ birthright, 
would be regarded as the 
ideal culmination of 
celebrations. 


Soccer in what is now 
Israel actually dates back 
to the First World War 
when British military 
personnel began kicking 
a football on Palestinian 
soil. 

However, it was the in- 
flux of Jewish settlers 
from Central Europe in 
the 1920s that gave the 
game its earliest, vital, 
impulse. 


Jewish clubs. were 
prominent in Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hun- 


BY PAUL MOON 


gary and Australia prior 
to the Second World 
War. The most famous of 
them; Hakoah Vienna, 
being Austrian Cham- 
pions in 1925 and the old 
MTK club that won 
twleve consecutive 
Hungarian national titles 
between 1914 and 1925 
was dominated by Jewish 
players. 


Many migrants, there- 
fore, were football orien- 
tated. 


The Palestine FA, the 
forerunner of today’s 
Israel Football Associa- 
tion, commenced 
functioning in 1928 and 
they were instrumental in 
inaugurating a national 
knockout competition in 
the same year and a 
league four seasons later. 


Palestine made an 
Australian tour back in 
1939, recording a win, a 
draw and three losses 
against Australia in 
matches played in Syd- 
ney (twice), Brisbane, 
Melbourne and New- 
castle. 


The first League 
Champions were British 
Police, who also won the 
Cup complete a ‘‘dou- 
ble”, but soon Jewish 
clubs began to prevail. 


For over half a cent- 
ury, the names Maccabi, 
Hapoel and Betar have 
dominated Israeli 
domestic Soccer. All are 
nationwide Hebrew 
youth organisations, 
somewhat similar to the 


YMCA in_ Christian 
countries. 

Hapoel (meaning 
“Worker”) clubs are 


backed by labor unions, 
while Maccabi owe their 
mame to ancient Jewish 
military leader Judas 
Maccabaeus, whose 
followers were known as 
Maccabis. To Israelis, 
the term Maccabi epito- 
mises their nation’s fight- 
ing spirit. 

The Betar teams are 
backed by a right wing 


political party. 
Between them, Mac- 
cabi Tel Aviv and Hapoel 


Tel Aviv won three of the 
four Asian Champions’ 
Cups contested before 
the tournament was dis- 
continued in 1972, due to 
the ever-increasing num- 
ber of teams declining to 
play Israel’s represent- 
atives (the Cup re-com- 
menced in 1985, without 
Israeli participation). 


Politics have also 
haunted the national side 
from the establishment 
of a Jewish State in 1948. 


Prior to then, Palestine 
entered both the 1934 
and 1938 World Cups, 
but were eliminated by 
Egypt (2-11 on aggregate) 
and Greece (1-4) respec- 
tively. 

Apart 
World fixtures, 
Palestine defeated 
Lebanon 5-1 in 1940. 


from _ their 


Cup 


{to be continued) 
next week 


THE Football League are 
planning a clampdown on 
racial abuse at matches — 
and not before time. 

League secretary Gra- 
ham Kelly says: “Many 
clubs obviously believe 
that the problem will go 
away if it is ignored. I do 
not share that view. 

“We are to discuss 
ways of combating the in- 
crease in racial abuse at 


< 

: <A our next League Manage- 

7NW!'T N17)? EA Committee 
meeting.” 


Overseas Overview 


* The Italian federation have acceded to the wishes 
of wealthier member clubs; principally Juventus and 
AC Milan, and will permit Serie A teams to field 
three foreign players from next season, instead of the 
current two. 

The players’ union and small clubs have expressed 
their opposition to the change, believing that it will 
hinder the progress of young Italian talent and widen 
the gap between the country’s rich and poor outfits. 

One thing is certain — the announcement will 
ensure that every major international star not 
already based in Italy will be linked with clubs on the 
peninsula by the overseas Soccer press during the 
next six months. 

Already Uruguay’s Enzo Francescoli looks set to 
join Juventus, to add to the two already on their list 
— Ian Rush (who is being sought by Glasgow Ran- 
gers) and Michael Laudrup. 

Milan on the other hand may loss Ruud Gullit, 
rumoured to be moving to champions Napoli to link 
up with Diego Maradona and Careca. 


* This year’s English League Cup Final (now 
formally known as the Littlewood’s Cup), to be 
played on the morning of April 25th, Australian 
time, at Wembley Stadium, will be a classic David v. 
Goliath confrontation. Luton Town will be featuring 
in the final of a major knockout competition for only 
the second tme in their history (Nottingham Forest 
beat them in the 1959 FA Cup Final), while oppo- 
nents Arsenal have already made 13 Wembley 
appearances. 


% Raymond Goethals, who guided Anderlecht to the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup in 1978, has returned 
to coach the ailing Belgian club. 


% Bobby Mimms, an England under 21 internatio- 
nal goalkeeper and the long-time understudy to 
Neville Southall at Everton, is now with Tottenham 
Hotspur and made a blunder in the club’s 1-2 loss to 
neighbour's Arsenal in the derby match midweek. 


* An experimental Spanish side, including three 
new caps, was beaten 2-1 by Czechoslovakia in a 
friendly international at Malaga. 
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